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TUESDAY
August 28
PONTIAC
9:30 - 10 a.m.— First
United Methodist Church
will host a free sittercise
class for senior citizens.

DWIGHT
12:30 - 5:30 p.m.— Ameri-
can Red Cross will have a
blood drive at St. Patrick’s
Catholic Church Parish
Hall, 114 Mazon Ave.
Donors will receive a $5
Amazon gift card via email.
For an appointment, call 1-
800-733-2767 or visit red-
crossblood.org.

WEDNESDAY
August 29
CHATSWORTH
5 - 7:30 p.m.— American
Legion will have a ribeye
steak dinner. Carryouts
available.

THURSDAY
August 30
PONTIAC
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.— First
United Methodist Church
will host a senior drop-in
center with games, cards
and socializing. Free lunch
is available. Call the church
at 815-842-1157 by 9:30
a.m. if a ride is needed or

by 10:30 a.m. for lunch.

FRIDAY
August 31
PONTIAC
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.—
Hoffrichter Lumber will
collect donations for Liv-
ingston County Humane
Society during its Friday
free lunch of hot dogs,
chips and water. 

SATURDAY
September 1
PONTIAC
7 - 11 a.m.— P.R.O.U.D.’s
Farmer’s Market will be
held on the Livingston
County Courthouse
Square at the corner of
Madison and Mill streets.

TUESDAY
September 4
PONTIAC
9:30 - 10 a.m.— First
United Methodist Church
will host a free sittercise
class for senior citizens.

THURSDAY
September 6
PONTIAC
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.— First
United Methodist Church
will host a senior drop-in
center with games, cards

and socializing. Free lunch
is available. Call the church
at 815-842-1157 by 9:30
a.m. if a ride is needed or
by 10:30 a.m. for lunch.

PONTIAC
7 p.m.— Families Helping
Families will meet in the li-
brary of United Methodist
Church. This is for families
and friends of loved ones
with mental illness.

SATURDAY
September 8
PONTIAC
7 - 11 a.m.— P.R.O.U.D.’s
Farmer’s Market will be
held on the Livingston
County Courthouse
Square at the corner of
Madison and Mill streets.

PONTIAC
5 - 7 p.m.— Pontiac Com-

munity Heart and Soul
will have a Rock the Block
party for Ward 4 at
Chatauqua Park.

TUESDAY

September 11
PONTIAC
9:30 - 10 a.m.— First
United Methodist Church
will host a free sittercise
class for senior citizens.

Lifestyle
QUESTIONS? Contact Joy Butler at 815-842-1153 or email to jbutler@pontiacdailyleader.com
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AROUND THE AREA

SUBMISSION TO CALENDAR OF EVENTS
ITEMS for the calendar listing are welcome from non-profit and charitable or-
ganizations that are open to the general public. Items should be submitted at
least two weeks in advance. School and social functions may also be submitted.
The Daily Leader will not accept items from for-profit groups or those closed to
the general public.
SHORT news items may also be submitted, which will run once, and then be
condensed into the calendar. Calendar items should be brief and include date,
time and place of event, as well as the sponsor of the event. 

POLICE BRIEFS

Grain prices
Closing bids — Aug. 27
Corn/Cash $3.11
Beans/Cash $7.78

Grain prices
courtesy of
Graymont Co-op

Arrests
The following persons

were arrested or taken
into custody by law en-
forcement agencies in
Livingston County and
taken to the Livingston
County Jail. These per-
sons were either re-
leased after posting
bond, remain in jail or
are serving a sentence
imposed by the court.

Craig D. Mann, 44,
Peoria, was charged by
Livingston County
Sheriff’s Police with
driving on a suspended
license. He was taken
into custody on I-55
near Pontiac. 

Katie A. Melvin, 30,
Pontiac, was charged by
Pontiac Police with in-
terference with the du-
ties of a judicial officer.
She was taken into cus-
tody in the 700 block of
East Prairie Street. 

Elena C. Myers, 29,
Carbondale, was
charged by Fairbury Po-
lice with improper
transportation of alco-
hol, speeding and driv-
ing while under the in-
fluence. She was taken
into custody at the in-
tersection of Locust and
First streets. 

What is better than an ordinary
everyday life? Since I’m grown and
have children of my own, I can
better identify with what my
mother used to say. Before going
away on a trip, she’d say, “I almost
can’t wait to come back home
again.” In my young mind, that
concept didn’t make any sense at
all. 

Now as a mom of five young
children there are few things I en-
joy more than a simple common
life at home. Last night may be a
good example of that. I don’t
know who was having the most
fun as Julia, Austin, Rayni, and I
darted here and there, playing
tag. Julia introduced us to “animal
tag” which she learned in pre-
school. Sometimes I carried Rayni
with me, while other times, her
and Austin both clung to my
hands as we tried to run away
from Julia. 

As you can imagine it didn’t take
too long until I was ready for a
break, that is until Daddy joined
us and someone had the idea of
having a race and seeing who can
run the fastest. The “little girl” in
me came out as I told Daniel I’ll
race him out to the driveway. Of
course, he beat me, but I com-
forted myself that I did give him

a good chase. The children
watched with delight and wanted
to join in for the next one. 

Talking about ordinary life, yes,
we do have our rough spots with
squabbles to settle over a new
tricycle or two babies needing
Mom at one time or mealtimes
where you wonder what hap-
pened to all your ideas of quiet,
mannerly meals. I have found
that the more of a routine we can
have the better. 

Okay, I’m not the type that likes
to be too picky about having every-
thing done just right, yet the chil-
dren do better if they know what
is expected of them. Recently we
assigned simple morning jobs for
Julia and Austin, such as making
their bed, clearing the table, wash-
ing dishes, and filling the water jug
with ice water. Since we have
found a system that works for
everyone they feel like a very vital
part of family life, knowing that
their role is important. 

Daniel has been an inspiration
to me when it comes to making
sacrifices to keep things flowing
smoothly. Take, for instance, he
started coming in for lunch at 11
a.m., so I could get Rayni down for
her nap before she gets too tired
and cranky. His motto, since we

have the foster children, has been,
“Life is not about me (or us).”
What is more motivating than
just that? Life really is about serv-
ing God in the midst of where we
are called and not about what I
would so much like to have
changed or how happy I would be
if I only had this or that.

One of the best things about
everyday life around here is all the
grins and giggles we get from 10-
month-old Jesse and six-month-
old Elijah. Children really do add
a fantastic dimension to one’s
life. Jesse is just full of life and love,
continually trying new things such
as climbing up the steps, standing
by himself, exploring all sorts of
things throughout the house,
climbing out of his sassy seat and
onto the kitchen table (uh-oh,
that's a “no-no” of course). Elijah
is following right behind and
thrives on all the attention that’s
showered on him. He sits by him-
self but doesn’t crawl yet.

Another positive dimension that
has been added to our routine is
that I have a maud (maid) who
comes to help me a day a week,
thanks to Daniel’s family who has
been generously looking out for us.
Let me explain, Daniel’s brother,
Samuel, who lives in Danville

Ohio, came up with the idea that
since they can’t be here to help me
on regular basis they could pay
someone to come and help once a
week, then also watch the children
while Daniel and I go for a little
date! Wow, amazing indeed! The
rest of the family said they would
like to join and help pay my maud,
that way it’s from all of them! I do
feel deeply blessed and unworthy.
Now besides my family and oth-
er church friends who are here to
help as needed, I have Rhoda, an
Amish woman in this communi-
ty, coming once a week to do
laundry, help with sewing or do
whatever happens to be on the list.
Guess what she is doing right at
the moment? Rhoda is watching
children so I can write to all of you
without so many interruptions! 

Now as think of a typical every-
day recipe to fit in with this letter
I have to think of Grandma’s gra-
ham cracker cookie recipe. I used
this recipe countless times be-
fore I was married and I have it by
memory. While it is a straightfor-
ward recipe it produces cookies
tasty enough to take to a coffee
break with friends. If you happen
to be in a hurry, just press the
dough in a rimmed cookie sheet,

The newest member of the Pontiac Area Chamber of Commerce is Community Care Systems, Inc., located in the Sullivan Complex at
1512 W. Reynolds St., Suite B, in Pontiac. Chamber board members held a ribbon-cutting ceremony Monday morning to welcome the com-
pany to the Chamber.  JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

Community Care Systems has ribbon-cutting
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AMISH COOK By Gloria Yoder 

before anything else, we’re all human
rethink your bias at lovehasnolabels.com  

See ‘AMISH’ Page A3


