
By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   Sara Dady told a crowd of about 40 people
gathered in downtown Pontiac Tuesday
evening that she wasn't afraid to meet with
them in public. One could reasonably read
that as a dig at Adam Kinzinger, the U.S.
Representative of Illinois's 16th congres-
sional district who Dady's looking to unseat
in the November general election; the in-
cumbent has faced criticism for limiting ap-
pearances in town halls and other public
forums. 
   Should she be elected, Dady vowed to dis-
tinguish herself not only in availability to
constituents, but would fight for their best
interests, advocating universal healthcare
and major wage hikes. 
   Dady, an immigration attorney from Rock-
ford, was present for the monthly gathering
of “We're Here,” an activist group that
monthly meets every third Tuesday to protest
social and economic policies instituted under
President Donald Trump and his Republican

administration. 
   During her address to the crowd, she ad-
vocated for single-payer healthcare in the
form of the increasingly popular “Medicare
for All” proposal. On funding it, she argued
that one way to offset costs would be to cur-
tail America's recent propensity for foreign
interventionism. 
   “There's no good reason why we're spend-
ing trillions of dollars on foreign wars that
never seem to end,” she told the crowd. “And
we have a U.S. Representative (Kinzinger),
who is on TV every day, calling for military
action in a third foreign country when we
can't even get out of the two that we're in.” 
   Besides universal healthcare, Dady also ar-
gued that the minimum wage should be in-
creased to $15 an hour and spoke about
restoring declining union power. 
   “Even with the 'tax cuts,' so-called for the
middle class, passed last winter, the cost of
healthcare is eating up $50 or $75 a pay-
check,” she told local media before her ad-
dress. “Until we address healthcare in this

Sarah Duffy appointed to the 11th
Judicial Circuit as associate judge 

Dem candidate for IL-16
meets voters in Pontiac 

By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

   Sarah Duffy, an attorney at Fell-
heimer Law Firm, Ltd. in Pontiac,
was chosen from among 15 candi-
dates to serve as an associate judge
of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit on
July 12. Duffy will take over for Bill
Yoder, who is moving up to a circuit
judge position being vacated by
Kevin Fitzgerald, who retired on
July 6. Duffy will take office on or
after Sept. 6.
   "I'm not sure I get to make the
decision of when I'll start," Duffy
said. "It is my understanding that I
will start on Sept. 6, although some
of that is still being decided."
   Duffy was born in Pontiac and
graduated co-valedictorian from
Pontiac Township High School in
1995. She graduated from the Uni-
versity of Illinois with a B.S. in In-

dustrial Engineering and a B.A. in
Spanish and was named to the Sen-
ior 100 Honorary Alumni Associa-
tion program. 
   After graduation, she worked as a
consultant for Deloitte Consulting,
Chicago, and then as a systems an-
alyst at State Farm Insurance Com-
pany, Bloomington, before
attending law school. Duffy gradu-
ated magna cum laude from the
University of Illinois College of Law
in 2007. She joined Fellheimer Law
Firm after her admission to the Illi-
nois bar.
   Duffy explained that the biggest
difference between her work as an
attorney and her future position as
an associate judge is her focus in the
courtroom
   "In private practice, being an at-
torney allows you to be an advocate
for your client. So, I have the direct
client interaction and I'm advocat-

ing for one position in the court-
room," she said. "As a judge, you are
deciding those issues that the par-
ties involved in the case are unable
to resolve on their own. You're mak-
ing that decision based on the evi-
dence presented."
   This will be Duffy's first experi-
ence serving as an associate judge,
but she said her past years of expe-
rience as an attorney will be a great
benefit to the new position.
   "I think a great deal of my experi-
ence will come from observations
I've made while working in the
courtroom," Duffy said. "But, I also
expect to do a lot of learning once I
take the position. There will be
mentoring opportunities, but I also
plan to learn a lot from the other
judges that I'm working with."
   Duffy said she doesn't believe
she'll be doing much job shadowing

See ‘DUFFY’ Page A6

SANTA ANA, Calif. (AP) — Wet and muddy
from their trek across the Mexican border,
immigrant children say they sat or lay on the
cold, concrete floor of the immigration holding
centers where they were taken.

It was hard to sleep with lights shining all
night and guards kicking their feet, they say.
They were hungry, after being given what
they say were frozen sandwiches and smelly
food.

Younger children cried in caged areas where
they were crammed in with teens, and they
clamored for their parents. Toilets were filthy,
and running water was scarce, they say. They
waited, unsure and frightened of what the
future might bring.

"I didn't know where my mother was," said
Griselda, 16, of Guatemala, who entered the
U.S. with her mother in the McAllen, Texas,
area. "I saw girls ask where their mothers
were, but the guards would not tell them."

The children's descriptions of various fa-
cilities are part of a voluminous and at times
scathing report filed in federal court this week
in Los Angeles in a case over whether the
Trump administration is meeting its obliga-
tions under a long-standing settlement gov-
erning how young immigrants should be treat-
ed in custody.

Dozens of volunteer lawyers, interpreters
and other legal workers fanned out across
the Southwest in June and July to interview
more than 200 immigrant parents and chil-
dren in holding facilities, detention centers
and a youth shelter.

Advocates said the government isn't com-
plying with the decades-old Flores agreement,
which lays out detention conditions and
release requirements for immigrant children.

"They have spoken out loud and clear, and
what they've said is they are experiencing en-
forced hunger, enforced dehydration, enforced
sleeplessness," said Peter Schey, an attorney
for the children who has asked the court to

Children 
describe
cold, hunger
in detention

See ‘DETENTION’ Page A6

Sarah Duffy, seen here as the 2015 ATHENA Award re-
cepient, was recently tapped to be an associate judge
in the 11th Judicial Circuit. DAILY LEADER FILE
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Sara Dady met with Pontiac residents (and potential voters) ahead of her run for the U.S.
Representative seat of IL-16, currently held by Adam Kinzinger.  JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

Trump says he
misspoke on
Russian meddling

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Blistered by bipartisan
condemnation of his em-
brace of a longtime U.S.
enemy, President Donald
Trump sought Tuesday to
"clarify" his public under-
mining of American intel-
ligence agencies, saying
he had misspoken when
he said he saw no reason
to believe Russia had in-
terfered in the 2016 U.S.
election.

"The sentence should
have been, 'I don't see any
reason why I wouldn't, or
why it wouldn't be Rus-
sia" instead of "why it
would," Trump said, in a
rare admission of error by
the bombastic U.S. leader.
His comment came —
amid rising rebuke by his
own party  — about 27
hours after his original,
widely reported state-
ment, which he made at a
Monday summit in
Helsinki standing along-
side Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

"I accept our intelli-
gence community's con-
clusion that Russia's
meddling in the 2016
election took place,"
Trump said Tuesday. But
he added, as he usually
does, "It could be other
people also. A lot of peo-
ple out there. There was
no collusion at all."

Moments earlier, Senate
Republican leader Mitch
McConnell issued a pub-
lic reassurance to U.S. al-
lies in NATO and Europe
with whom Trump
clashed during his fren-
zied Europe trip last
week.

"The European coun-
tries are our friends, and

NATIONAL

AMERICAN LEAGUE
WINS ALL-STAR GAME
HOMER FEST
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Today — Sunny, with a high near 80.
East northeast wind around 5 mph.

Tonight — Mostly clear, with a low
around 58. East wind around 5 mph. 

Thursday — A 20 percent chance of
showers and thunderstorms after 2
p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 82. East southeast
wind 5 to 10 mph. 

Friday — A chance of showers and thunderstorms,
then showers likely and possibly a thunderstorm after
2 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 82. Chance of
precipitation is 60 percent.
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WEDNESDAY
July 18
PONTIAC
10:30 a.m.— Crescent
Cinemas will have a free
showing of “Sing.” (PG).

THURSDAY
July 19
PONTIAC
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.— First
United Methodist Church
will host a senior drop-in
center with games, cards
and socializing. Free lunch
is available. Call the church
at 815-842-1157 by 9:30
a.m. if a ride is needed or
by 10:30 a.m. for lunch.

PONTIAC
6 p.m.— Livingston
County Board will meet at
the Livingston County
Courthouse.

FRIDAY
July 20
FAIRBURY
6 - 8 p.m.— IOOF will
sponsor a family fun night
at the Odd Fellows Lodge
with hot dogs, chips and
drinks. There will be cup-
cake decorating, music
and games. RSVP to liv-
ingstonlodge290@yahoo.c
om.

PONTIAC
7 - 8 p.m.— Pontiac Mu-
nicipal Band will have its
final concert of the season
at the bandshell in Humis-
ton-Riverside Park.

SATURDAY
July 21
PONTIAC
6 - 10 a.m.— Forrest
American Legion will have
a pancakes, sausage and
eggs breakfast at the For-
rest Legion Hall.

PONTIAC
7 - 11 a.m.— P.R.O.U.D.’s
Farmer’s Market will be

held on the Livingston
County Courthouse
Square at the corner of
Madison and Mill streets.

CULLOM
10 a.m.— Cullom-Beck-
man Memorial Library
will have its summer read-
ing program.

PONTIAC
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.— Pontiac
Public Library will hold its
summer reading program
finale party. There will be
face painters, games,
prizes and an ice cream so-
cial.

PONTIAC
10:30 a.m.— Crescent
Cinemas will have a free
showing of DreamWorks
“Madagascar” (PG).

PONTIAC
5 - 8 p.m.— Pontiac
Cruise Night will be held
on the Livingston County
Courthouse square. Entry
fee is $5 per vehicle. For
more information, call 815-
674-1279.

SUNDAY
July 22
SAUNEMIN
6 - 8 p.m.— Saunemin
United Methodist Church
is inviting all children and
youth ages 4 to 18 to at-
tend vacation Bible school.

MONDAY
July 23
PONTIAC
11 a.m.— Crescent Cine-
mas will have a free show-
ing of DreamWorks
“Madagascar” (PG).

SAUNEMIN
6 - 8 p.m.— Saunemin
United Methodist Church
is inviting all children and
youth ages 4 to 18 to at-
tend vacation Bible school.

TUESDAY
July 24
PONTIAC
8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.—
OSF Saint James-John W.
Albrecht Medical Center
will offer a babysitter class
for boys and girls 9-13.
Class is in conference
rooms 3 and 4. Register by
July 18 at www.osfsaint-
james.org. To inquire past
the deadline, call 309-661-
5151. Fee is $35 per partici-
pant. Bring payment to
class. Lunch will be pro-
vided.

PONTIAC
9:30 - 10 a.m.— First
United Methodist Church
will host a free sittercise
class for senior citizens.

SAUNEMIN
6 - 8 p.m.— Saunemin
United Methodist Church
is inviting all children and
youth ages 4 to 18 to at-
tend vacation Bible school.

ODELL
1 - 5 p.m.— Odell Grade
School will have preschool
registration for all 3- and 4-
year-olds in the school li-
brary. Call the school at
815-998-2272 to schedule
an appointment.

WEDNESDAY
July 25
PONTIAC
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.— OSF
Saint James-John W. Al-
brecht Medical Center
will host its Masquerade
$5 jewelry and accessories
sale in the main lobby. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the hos-
pital’s programs and
services.

PONTIAC
11 a.m.— Crescent Cine-
mas will have a free show-
ing of DreamWorks

“Madagascar” (PG).

SAUNEMIN
6 - 8 p.m.— Saunemin
United Methodist Church
is inviting all children and
youth ages 4 to 18 to at-
tend vacation Bible school.

THURSDAY
July 26
FAIRBURY
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.— Dominy
Memorial Library will
have a summer book sale.

PONTIAC
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.— First
United Methodist Church
will host a senior drop-in
center with games, cards
and socializing. Free lunch
is available. Call the church
at 815-842-1157 by 9:30
a.m. if a ride is needed or
by 10:30 a.m. for lunch.
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SUBMISSION TO CALENDAR OF EVENTS
ITEMS for the calendar listing are welcome from non-profit and charitable or-
ganizations that are open to the general public. Items should be submitted at
least two weeks in advance. School and social functions may also be submitted.
The Daily Leader will not accept items from for-profit groups or those closed to
the general public.
SHORT news items may also be submitted, which will run once, and then be
condensed into the calendar. Calendar items should be brief and include date,
time and place of event, as well as the sponsor of the event. 

POLICE BRIEFS

Grain prices
Closing bids — July 17
Corn/Cash $3.13
Beans/Cash $8.22

Grain prices
courtesy of
Graymont Co-op
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Arrests
The following persons

were arrested or taken
into custody by law en-
forcement agencies in
Livingston County and
taken to the Livingston
County Jail. These per-
sons were either re-
leased after posting
bond, remain in jail or
are serving a sentence
imposed by the court.

Jimmy W. Clark, 47,
Chesterton, Ind., was
charged by Pontiac Po-
lice with criminal dam-
age to property. He was
taken into custody in
Pontiac.

William H. Eaton IV,
27, Pontiac, was charged
by Pontiac Police with
domestic battery. He
was taken into custody
in the 400 block of
West North Street. 

Elizabeth A. Grace,
36, Fairbury, was
charged by Fairbury Po-
lice with driving on a
suspended license, op-
erating an uninsured
motor vehicle and im-
proper use of turn sig-
nal. She was taken into
custody at the intersec-
tion of West Walnut
Street and South 2nd
Street, Fairbury. 

Michelle R. Hender-
shott, 38, Chesterton,
Ind., was charged by
Pontiac Police with

Rosie is hoping to find a
forever home to spend
her retirement years. A
mature lady around 8
years old, Rosie is 100
percent potty trained and
is super sweet. She does-
n't seem to be a fan of
cats or other dogs be-
cause she doesn't like
sharing her human cud-
dle time with other pets.
For an evening stroll,
Rosie also walks well on a
leash. If you think you
can offer Rosie the per-
fect home, call Livingston
County Animal Control at
815-842-8021.  PHOTOS

PROVIDED

Pet of the Week
BLOOMINGTON — It is fair season.

What are some of your favorite memories
at the local or state fair? What are some
money decisions you wish you did not
make at the fair?

There are
always fun
and exciting
activities in
which to en-
gage. Each
year, millions
of people at-
tend local
and state
f a i r s
throughout
the United
States. Fairs
offer family-
friendly entertainment and contribute to
local economies. According to the Illinois
State Fair records, an estimated 400,000
people attended the fair in 2017, which
was an increase from the previous year.
Whether this is your first year or you are
a veteran fairgoer, it is easy to overspend
at the fair. So, how can you save for
yourself or your family to attend and en-
joy the fair?

Plan
Visit your county or state fair website

and find out the dates and schedule of
events. Explore which events you and
your family might be interested in and
record the cost of these events.

Make note of the admissions fees and
pay attention to individual and group
rates.

Look into parking rates, accessibility to
ramps, restrooms, trams or shuttles, in-
formation booths, and location of emer-
gency services.

Create a list and include each item with
the associated costs. Once you have fi-
nalized your list, see which items you can
cut from it.

University of Illinois Extension plays an
important role in local and state fairs. Ex-
tension staff is involved in a wide range
of activities that support community en-
gagement and our 4-H Youth Develop-
ment focus. The fair offers opportunities
for community members to connect with
friends, families, and neighbors. The fair
also provides the opportunity for local

youth to display their 4-H projects or oth-
er activities. According to research by Dr.
Flores-Lagunes, this type of community
involvement empowers, builds self-es-
teem, and supports positive long-term
outcomes for youth. She suggested that
when you plan your trips to the fair, you
should pack your own water, sunscreen,
snacks, and other smaller items for your
family as another way to reduce spending. 

Save
Calculate how long you will have to

save. Using the Illinois State Fair as an ex-
ample; the fair is August 9-19 this year,
and if you decide to start saving the
week of July 1, you have five weeks to save.
The planning phase helps you decide or
estimate how much you need to put
aside for yourself and your family.

For instance, if the amount you calcu-
lated added up to $150, how will you
save? Let us try this formula proposed by
the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau. You would take the total amount
needed for goal and number of weeks.
The number you get is the amount you
need to set aside each week to reach your
goal. For example, $150 ÷ 5 = $30.

To summarize, you will need to save
$30 per week for five weeks to cover ad-
mission fees, food, fair tickets, games, and
other attractions at the fair. You could also
extend the number of weeks of saving as
this allows you to save a little less each
week and it gives you more time.

Take advantage of senior, student, or
other discounts that are offered. If this in-
formation is not listed online or else-
where, you can always ask.

If you are planning to attend the fair
multiple days, planning and saving can
help you organize your trip and obtain the
best passes and tickets.

Enjoy
It is easy to overspend at the fair and to

leave feeling disappointed that you “need-
ed” that second cheese curds basket or
carnival toy. Planning and saving ahead
reduces the chance of overspending. The
formula above is one example of a strat-
egy you can use to save. 

I have a lot more fun at the fair when
I plan my visit. Think about strategies that
you and your family can use to save and
reduce spending, so you can all enjoy your
experiences. 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS EXTENSION

Tips and tricks to save for the fair

See ‘RECORD’ Page A3

— EINSTEIN
  adopted 12-09-10

SURE,
AT FIRST I WAS A LITTLE TAKEN ABACK 

BY THE WHOLE PEEING STANDING UP THING. 
BUT I TAUGHT HIM TO THROW A STICK 

AND NOW HANGING OUT WITH HIM
IS THE BEST PART OF MY DAY. 

www.pontiacdailyleader.com

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Kennedy Ann Feltman of Ran-
som has received the following from the University of Al-
abama: B.S. Commerce Business Administration. UA
awarded some 5,436 degrees during spring 2018 com-
mencement May 4-6.

University of Alabama

Lewis University
More than 1,400 students were honored on the Lewis

University Dean's List for the 2018 Spring Semester.
To be eligible for this honor, students must have com-

pleted a minimum of 12 credit hours during the semester
with a grade point average of at least 3.5 and with no "D"
or "F" grades.

Tatum A. Joerndt, Philosophy of Law
Tatum A. Joerndt, Political Science
Eric M. Raube, Business Administration
Trenton A. Smith, Business Administration
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Lifestyle PUBLIC RECORD
POLICE BRIEFS covering accidents, arrests, associate court
news, court cases and fire department calls are information
the Daily Leader receives from the respective agencies.
The Daily Leader also welcomes reader-submitted items such
as club meetings, students in college and family reunions.
ITEMS WITH PHOTOGRAPHS are also welcome. Items may
be emailed to the Daily Leader at ldrnews@mchsi.com or may
be faxed to 815-842-4388.

QUESTIONS? Contact Paul Westermeyer at 815-842-1153 or at pwestermeyer@pontiacdailyleader.com

OBITUARIES

James T. Thomas
James T. Thomas, 77, of Pontiac, passed away at

1:10 p.m. Monday, July 16, 2018, at his home.
His funeral service will be at noon Friday at

Duffy-Baier-Snedecor Funeral Home in Pontiac
with Rev. James O. Wolfe III officiating. Burial will
follow at Memorial Park Cemetery in Pontiac.

Friends may call from 10 a.m. to noon Friday at
the funeral home in Pontiac.

James was born Sept. 13, 1940, in Pontiac to
James C. and Theackla (Sharp) Thomas. He mar-
ried Mary Francis Jarvis. She passed away Oct. 2,
1978.

He is survived by his children, Beverly (Mark)
Johnson of Saunemin, Kimberly (Rob) Thomas of
Danville, Terrie (Kenny) Bagley of Weston, James T.
(Becky) Thomas of Pontiac; sister, Pauline Linder of
Pontiac; and grandchildren, Matthew Bagley, Jessie
Bagley, Alan Bagley and Thomas Bagley.

He was also preceded in death by his parents;
brother, Monte Thomas; sister, Bertie Linder; and
grandchild, Crystal Bagley.

James worked in Production at Interlake Steel
until his retirement.

Memorials may be made to the Shriners Hospitals
for Children, Office of Development, 2900 Rocky
Point Dr., Tampa, FL 33607 and St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis,
TN 38105.

Online condolences may be left at www.duffyfu-
neralhome.com.

Evelyn R. Rients
FLANAGAN — Evelyn R. Rients, 92, of Flanagan,

died at 1:25 a.m. Tuesday, July 17, 2018, at Evenglow
Health Care Center, Pontiac. Calvert-Johnson &
Froelich Memorial Home, Flanagan, has charge of
arrangements.

Patricia S. Shoemaker
Patricia S. Alltop Shoemaker, 88, of

Pontiac, passed away at 10:15 p.m.
Monday, July 16, 2018, at Tjardes
Health Care Center of Evenglow
Lodge in Pontiac.

Funeral services will be held at 11
a.m. Saturday at Calvert & Martin Fu-
neral Home in Pontiac. Roger Brom-
ley will officiate. Burial will follow in
Memorial Park Cemetery, rural Ponti-
ac.

Friends may call from 4 to 7 p.m. Friday at the fu-
neral home.

Patricia was born in West Frankfort, a daughter of
W.E. and Lou Artie (Williams) Hindman. She mar-
ried Glenn Alltop on Jan. 28, 1951. He preceded her
in death on March 12, 2006. She then married Ger-
ald Shoemaker on Oct. 23, 2009. He preceded her
in death on March 24, 2014.

She is survived by her three children, Bill Alltop of
Dwight, Susan (Doug) Gentes of Chenoa, Rob All-
top of Chenoa; seven grandchildren; seven great-
greandchildren; three stepsons, Robby, Mike and
Kenny Shoemaker; and several nieces and nephews.

She was also preceded in death by her parents;
one brother, J.B. Hindman; four sisters, Bernice
Chapman, Margaret Seddon, Barbara Marlow, Vir-
ginia Bromley; and daughter-in-law, Linda Alltop.

Patricia graduated from Pontiac Township High
School and retired from the cafeteria there in 1991
after many years of service.

Memorial contributions in her name may be left
to Evenglow Lodge or OSF Hospice.

Online condolences may be left at www.calvert-
memorial.com.

Herbert F. Miller
FAIRBURY — Funeral services for Herbert Fred

Miller, 88, of Fairbury, will be held at 10 a.m. Thurs-
day at Trinity Lutheran Church, Fair-
bury, with Pastor Edward Hudelson
officiating. Burial will be in South
Graceland Cemetery, Fairbury, with
full military rites accorded by the Fair-
bury VFW and American Legion
posts.

Friends may call from 5 to 7 p.m. to-
day at Duffy-Pils Memorial Home,
Fairbury, and from 9 to 9:45 a.m.
Thursday at the church.

Mr. Miller died at 2:55 a.m. Sunday,
July 15, 2018, at Evenglow Lodge, Pontiac.

Born Sept. 27, 1929, in Yates Township, McLean
County, he was the son of Robert C. and Helen
Kathrene (Burmeister) Miller. He married Joyleane
Ann Richie on March 4, 1956, in Campus. She sur-
vives in Pontiac.

Other survivors include three sons, Eugene (Terri)
Miller, Fairbury, Marvin (Darlene) Miller, Pontiac,
Randall (Julie) Miller, Chenoa; six grandchildren;
one stepgrandchild; and two stepgreat-grandchil-
dren.

He is preceded in death by a sister, Ruth Bittner.
Mr. Miller served in the U.S. Army during the Ko-

rean War from May 30, 1951, to May 7, 1953.
He lived in Yates Township for nearly 65 years,

while also serving as tax assessor and drainage com-
missioner. He farmed most of his life and last
helped his sons with harvest in the fall of 2017. He
was an accomplished woodworker and welder and
was a member of the Fairbury VFW.

The family suggests memorials be given to SEL-
CAS, Fairbury.

Online condolences may be left at www.duffyp-
ilsmemorialhome.com.

Dear Annie: In more
than 35 years of marriage,
my husband and I have
had conversations on a
wide variety of topics.
However, almost every day
for the past two years, he
has ranted about political
issues after watching a
news program or reading
an article on a website.
During these rants, he
sometimes gets emotional,
even angry. I start feeling
tense, and I've told him
so. Occasionally, he apol-
ogizes for getting so emo-
tional, but he hasn't
stopped. Although I don't
agree with some of his
opinions about the issues,
I don't expect him to
change his views. I realize
that he feels passionate
about the issues, but he
doesn't seem to under-
stand that I don't want to
listen to his political rants
or discuss those issues
every day. In addition to
telling him that it makes
me feel tense, I've tried ig-
noring him, tuning him
out and going into another
room. What else can I do?
— Exhausted by the On-
slaught

Dear Exhausted by the
Onslaught: You and your
husband are not alone. In
the most recent Stress in
America survey conducted
by the American Psycho-
logical Association, 57 per-
cent of Americans reported

experiencing "significant
stress" about the current
political climate.

I would ask your hus-
band (non-factitiously)
what he's really getting out
of all the news. What's the
use in having so much in-
formation if all you do with
it is get angry? Suggest
healthy outlets for his pas-
sion about these issues.
He could get involved in
politics at the community
level, join a political dis-
cussion group or book club
(check out Meetup) or
even just volunteer once
a month at an organization
he believes in. I suspect
he'll feel better once he
channels his energy into
being the change he wants
to see in the world.

Dear Annie: I am a man
in my 60s. I'm writing out
of concern for my friend.
"Will" and I are the same
age; in fact, we share a

birthday. He and I became
well-acquainted in child-
hood and were very at-
tached to each other. But
then, in my early teens,
our relationship took on
a new and unanticipated
aspect. We found that we
shared an interest in girls,
and as we grew through
our teens and into our ear-
ly 20s, we had many ad-
ventures together.

When I married, Will
was there and always sup-
portive. It wouldn't have
been the same without
him, and I'm sure my wife
would agree. I never mind-
ed in the least the interest
he showed in her.

But now, Will seems to
have lost much of his get-
up-and-go. He no longer
shows much interest in
my wife or in any other
woman. I've tried to get
him to be more sponta-
neous, telling him stories
and showing him pictures
that he used to like, but I
barely get a rise out of
him.

I believe that Will is too
young to be this listless.
What do you think I
should do? — Will's Friend

Dear Will's Friend:
Thank you for this artfully
crafted letter. Though the
likelihood of erectile dys-
function does increase
with age, it's not an in-
evitable part of getting old-
er, and it can be caused
by underlying medical is-
sues, such as high blood
pressure. For Will's sake,
your own sake and your
wife's sake, talk to your
doctor today.

"Ask Me Anything: A
Year of Advice From Dear
Annie" is out now! Annie
Lane's debut book — fea-
turing favorite columns on
love, friendship, family and
etiquette — is available as
a paperback and e-book.
Visit http://www.creator-
spublishing.com for more
information. 

Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

Current political climate stresses out husband

Annie Lane

Dear Annie

Mr. Herbert
Miller

Mrs. Patricia
Shoemaker

criminal damage to prop-
erty. She was taken into
custody in Pontiac.

Thomas J. May, 26,
Fairbury, was charged by
Pontiac Police with indi-
rect criminal contempt

and retail theft. He was
taken into custody in Fair-
bury. 

Elizabeth R. McBeath,
32, Pontiac, was charged
by Pontiac Police with do-
mestic battery. She was
taken into custody in the
400 block of West North
Street. 

RECORD
Continued from Page A2

Kind Living cuts ribbon Monday

Kind Living Therapy of 210 W. Water St. had its official Pontiac Area Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting
Monday. From left are Kathy Duffy, Colleen Fellheimer, Debi Ores, Amy Duffy, Joan Bullard, Chris Cox, Tim
Johnson and Brenda Thompson.  JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

The American Forage and Grass-
land Council will host its annual
meeting Jan. 6-9, 2019, at the Hyatt
Regency at the Arch in St. Louis,
Mo. The theme is “Forages Yesterday,
Today, and Tomorrow.” 

The 2019 AFGC Conference will
kick off with Dr. Garry Lacefield
presenting on the history of AFGC
and forages and the impact both
have had on the world the past 75
years. Forage Reflections will take
attendees through time and show
the true impact of forages.

The conference will feature work-
shops focused on soil health, grass-
based dairies, how to get started

with forages, and more. In addition
to workshops, the conference offers
scientific poster presentations; an
outstanding exhibit hall representing
seed, chemical, fencing and other
industry companies and organiza-
tions; many networking opportu-
nities; and several competitions such
as the Forage Spokesperson, Emerg-
ing Scientist, Photo and Essay Con-
tests.

As a lead organization in the U.S.
forage industry, the AFGC annual
conference offers farmers, scientists,
students and industry a chance to
learn from, and to share with, each
other in a mutual pursuit of new

forage knowledge. There are more
than 60 educational opportunities
over the two-day conference quali-
fying for CEU credit in the Certified
Forage and Grassland Professional
designation program offered by
AFGC.

According to AFGC President,
Mark Kennedy, “The entire 2019
planning team has put together an
amazing program focused on the
many facets of the forage industry
providing value for everyone.”

Details and registration will be
available on the web at www.afgc.org.
Or, contact AFGC at 1-800-944-
2342 for information or questions.

AMERICAN FORAGE AND GRASSLAND COUNCIL

Annual conference now taking registrations



They stuck with Donald Trump
when he was heard, on video, boast-
ing about sexually assaulting women.
They stuck with him still when he ac-
knowledged paying hush money to a
porn actress who alleged an affair.

But this last week, congressional
Republicans, determined to discred-
it the investigation by Robert S.
Mueller III into Russia’s interfer-
ence in the 2016 election, hauled in
FBI agent Peter Strzok and sought to humiliate him
over anti-Trump texts he exchanged with his mis-
tress, FBI lawyer Lisa Page.

“I can’t help wonder,” said Rep. Louie Gohmert,
R-Tex., “when I see you looking there with a little
smirk, how many times did you look so innocent
into your wife’s eye and lie to her about Lisa
Page?”

Denunciations rained from the Democratic side.
“Shame on you!”
“Have you no decency?”
“This is intolerable harassment.”
“Do you need your medication?”
Judiciary Committee Chairman Bob Goodlatte,

R-Va., ruled that Gohmert was free to impugn the
witness’s character.

The purpose of interrogating Strzok for 10 hours
Thursday (after 11 hours in a private session) was
clear: ritual humiliation. In fairness, the vast ma-
jority condemned Strzok over his texts to his lover
without invoking the affair. But then there was Rep.
Karen Handel, R-Ga., picking up where Gohmert
left off. “Engaging in the kind of behavior that you
have been engaging in, especially with the extra-
marital affair, it opens up an agent to exploitation
and even blackmail,” she proclaimed.

If Republicans really want to go there, they’ll need
to investigate the vulnerabilities of some of Strzok’s
inquisitors on their glass-house committee:

Rep. Scott DesJarlais, R-Tenn., who needled
Strzok about “text messages with your friend.”
DesJarlais, according to divorce filings, had multiple
extramarital affairs and encouraged his ex-wife and
a patient with whom he had an affair to get abor-
tions.

Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, who is battling the al-
legations of former Ohio State wrestlers who said
he ignored sexual abuse while coaching there.

Rep. Mark Meadows, R-N.C., who has been un-
der investigation by the House Ethics Committee
over payments to a former staffer accused of sexu-
al harassment.

Other members of the panel are Rep. Greg Gi-
anforte, R-Mont., who was sentenced last year to
community service and anger-management class-
es for assaulting a reporter, and Rep. Mark Sanford,
R-S.C., whose infidelity as governor of South Car-
olina made national headlines.

Judging Strzok also would have been Rep. Blake
Farenthold, R-Tex., but he recently resigned after
revelation of a taxpayer-funded sexual harassment
settlement.

And there’s Gohmert himself, who defended
Jordan against the wrestlers’ allegations and who
remained on Trump’s leadership team through the
“Access Hollywood” scandal.

Republicans aimed to show that Strzok went easy
on Hillary Clinton’s emails and rigged a witch hunt
against Trump. Strzok’s anti-Trump text messages
were dumb and made it easier to attack both
probes, and he was deservedly reassigned. His claim
that he has no bias is silly: We all have biases. The
important thing is not to let bias overtake judgment.

This is why the whole argument against Strzok
and the FBI is absurd: Strzok and colleagues could
have doomed Trump with one phone call, leaking
the investigation into possible collusion with Rus-
sia. But they kept it secret.

Instead, then-FBI Director James B. Comey
went public 11 days before the election with infor-
mation about the Clinton email probe, tanking her
candidacy.

“I was one of a handful of people who knew the
details of Russian election interference and its pos-
sible connections with members of the Trump
campaign,” Strzok told the lawmakers, but “exposing
that information never crossed my mind.”

Goodlatte quickly lost control of the proceedings,
as Democrats hectored him with points of order, ap-
peals of his rulings and a call to adjourn. He ordered
the removal of Democrats’ posters showing those
who pleaded guilty in the Mueller probe but then
admitted there was no rule against them. He de-
manded Strzok answer questions in order to “respect
the dignity of the Congress” and to provide “facts
needed for intelligent legislative action.”

Dignity?
Intelligent legislative action?
This Congress?
Strzok didn’t play down his antipathy toward

Trump. A former Army officer, he said he thought
Americans would reject Trump after his “horrible,
disgusting behavior” attacking the parents of a fall-
en soldier.

He called those his “views.” I’d call that bias. The
question is whether it affected the Clinton and
Trump probes. Strzok found it “astounding” and
“deeply destructive” to suggest that the FBI’s many
safeguards against bias could be overridden in “some
dark chamber.”

The actual outcome — the FBI released damag-
ing information about Clinton on the eve of the elec-
tion but kept mum about damaging information
about Trump — suggests that, if anything, the bias
went the other way.

But by all means let’s hear more about Peter Str-
zok’s affair.
Follow Dana Milbank on Twitter, @Milbank.

Opinion
QUESTIONS? Contact Managing Editor Erich Murphy at 815-842-1153 or at ldreditor@mchsi.com
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The ritual
humiliation of
Peter Strzok

THIS DATE IN HISTORY

Second-look sentencing
Do you believe in second chances?

To be more specific, do you believe in
second chances for convicted felons,
even those sentenced to life in prison
or life without the possibility of pa-
role?

Your answer probably depends on
details of the original crime com-
mitted, right? You might say yes to a
second chance for a young adult
who was sentenced for accessory
participation in a felony and no to a
convict who committed a horrendous
murder or sexual attack and contin-
ues the violent ways in prison.

Over the past few years, a nation-
al debate has evolved about how to
make prison sentencing more pur-
poseful, thoughtful and not just su-
per punitive, a different type of sen-
tencing based on rehabilitation pos-
sibilities and not just retribution, as
prosecutors and courts have often fo-
cused on these last many decades.

It is obvious that the past practice
of handing down so many life sen-
tences has added to the massive
prison overcrowding we see today.
Mandatory sentencing laws forced
judges to impose life without parole
in many cases, even for those who
may have simply accompanied an-
other person who pulled a trigger or
sold large quantities of drugs. These
prisoners — especially those in their
teens and early 20s whose brains sci-
ence tells us are not yet fully formed
— are truly doomed for the rest of
their lives.

Now decades after these draconian
sentencing policies went into effect,
we have arrived at a more enlight-
ened way of looking at prison pun-
ishment. One of the most intriguing
reform ideas being floated is the so-
called second-look sentencing plan.

The American Law Institute, a
learned group of lawyers, judges and
academics, undertook revising their
outdated Model Penal Code of 1962.
In the first-ever update to the code,

the ALI added a rec-
ommendation that
state legislatures adopt
second look sentenc-
ing.

What is it? In short,
it gives convicts who
are serving long prison
sentences (even life
without parole) at least
a chance at having
their term reduced.
Once the idea is adopted by a state,
a judicial panel or another judicial
decision-maker is appointed to re-
view each inmate application for
sentence modification. Only those
who have served at least 15 years of
their sentence are permitted to apply.
And naturally, the convicts’ behavior
in prison, list of academic or prison
accomplishments, and participation
in job training and other self-reha-
bilitation efforts will factor into
whether they’ll be granted a de-
crease in sentence or even have their
sentence reduced to time served.

Keeping people behind bars for-
ever just because a long-ago judge
had to follow a now-archaic law
forcing a sentence of life in prison
makes no sense. It reeks of pure re-
venge, which is not the American
way. If prisoners have reformed their
behavior, expressed honest remorse,
done good works within the popu-
lation and exhibited the desire to live
a better life, what good does it do to
keep them in prison for another
decade or two? Wouldn’t it be better
to have them rejoin society as a con-
tributing taxpayer?

Let’s face it: The U.S. went through
an ill-advised orgy-like period of
mandatory oversentencing. The odi-
ous three-strikes laws gave “persis-
tent offenders” — those already found
guilty of two or more previous
felonies — long and often life sen-
tences for their third offense, even if
it was for simply stealing a piece of

pizza. Yes, that really happened to a
California man, Jerry Dewayne
Williams. Having already served
time for robbery, drug possession and
unauthorized use of a vehicle, he stole
a slice from a group of children. Be-
cause of his priors, he got a sentence
of 25 years to life.

Do some convicts deserve to re-
main in prison until they die? Yes,
some will always be a threat to pub-
lic safety and should remain locked
up. But I believe many who have al-
ready served 20, 30 or 40 years are
past their crime-prone years and
have paid their debt to society.

For those who worry that early re-
lease means more crime, well, the
facts say otherwise. The Sentencing
Project studied the issue and found
the recidivism rate of early releasers
was no higher than those who served
their full sentences. The nonprofit
also surveyed the three states that
downsized their prison populations
the most — California, New Jersey
and New York — and discovered
they had “outperformed the nation-
wide crime drop in most categories.”

Governors in at least nine states
have commuted the sentences of
multiple prisoners serving life with-
out parole. Some lifers have now
gone through the process and won
their freedom. And realize that every
prisoner who undergoes this rigorous
review and is deemed fit to be re-
leased means the state pays less in in-
carcerations costs.

With the average annual cost of
holding an inmate ranging between
$25,000 and $60,000 (depending
on the state), the cost benefit of re-
leasing those who have truly reha-
bilitated themselves is obvious.

Every state in the union should
adopt this second-look sentencing
program.
To find out more about Diane
Dimond, visit her website at
www.dianedimond.com.

Today is Wednesday, July
18, the 199th day of 2018.
There are 166 days left in
the year.

Today’s Highlight in His-
tory:

On July 18, 1940, the
Democratic National Con-
vention at Chicago Stadi-
um nominated President
Franklin D. Roosevelt (who
was monitoring the pro-
ceedings at the White
House) for an unprece-
dented third term in office;
earlier in the day, Eleanor
Roosevelt spoke to the con-
vention, becoming the first
presidential spouse to ad-
dress such a gathering.

On this date:
In A.D. 64, the Great

Fire of Rome began, con-
suming most of the city
for about a week. (Some

blamed the fire on Em-
peror Nero, who in turn
blamed Christians.)

In 1536, the English Par-
liament passed an act de-
claring the authority of the
pope void in England.

In 1817, English novelist
Jane Austen died in Win-
chester at age 41.

In 1863, during the Civ-
il War, Union troops spear-
headed by the 54th Mas-
sachusetts Volunteer In-
fantry, made up of black
soldiers, charged Confed-
erate-held Fort Wagner on
Morris Island, S.C. The
Confederates were able to
repel the Northerners, who
suffered heavy losses; the
54th’s commander, Col.
Robert Gould Shaw, was
among those who were
killed.

In 1918, South African
anti-apartheid leader and
president Nelson Mandela
was born in the village of
Mvezo.

In 1932, the United
States and Canada signed
a treaty to develop the St.
Lawrence Seaway.

In 1944, Hideki Tojo was
removed as Japanese pre-
mier and war minister be-
cause of setbacks suffered
by his country in World
War II. American forces
in France captured the
Normandy town of St. Lo.

In 1947, President Harry
S. Truman signed a Presi-
dential Succession Act
which placed the speaker
of the House and the Sen-
ate president pro tempore
next in the line of succes-
sion after the vice presi-

dent.
In 1955, President

Dwight D. Eisenhower, So-
viet Premier Nikolai Bul-
ganin, British Prime Min-
ister Anthony Eden and
French Premier Edgar Fau-
re held a summit in Gene-
va.

In 1969, Sen. Edward
M. Kennedy, D-Mass., left
a party on Chappaquid-
dick Island near Martha’s
Vineyard with Mary Jo
Kopechne, 28; some time
later, Kennedy’s car went
off a bridge into the water.
Kennedy was able to es-
cape, but Kopechne
drowned.

In 1984, Walter F. Mon-
dale won the Democratic
presidential nomination in
San Francisco.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY
LETTERS must not exceed 350 words and ALL letters must be
typed or legibly written on paper, hand-signed and contain the
true name, address and phone for verification. Letters faxed or
e-mailed are acceptable but will be verified.
The Daily Leader reserves the right to condense or reject any
letter and limit frequent writers. The time period for letters writ-
ten by the same person is 30 days. Personal thank-you and con-
gratulatory letters will not be accepted.
THE VIEWS in letters and columns do not reflect the opinion of
the Daily Leader.

Dana
Milbank
Washington
Post

Diane
Dimond
Creators
Syndicate

Read George Will
Saturdays in the Daily Leader



pontiacdailyleader.com ■ WEDNESDAY, July 18, 2018 A5

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 2018
Look for ways to bring greater sta-

bility to your life. Money will not buy 
you the happiness you are searching 
for. Easing stress by living within your 
means will be the cure for any dissat-
isfaction you feel. Make the most of 
what you have. Love is highlighted. 

CANCER ( June  21- Ju ly  22) 
— Personal improvements will 
set you on a new and exciting 
course. Offset anger or aggressive  
behavior by doing what’s right and 
best for you. Don’t fold under pressure. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — Stick to the 
people you know well and who have 
your best interests at heart. Walk 
away from anyone trying to manipu-
late you or entice you to indulge or 
spend foolishly. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Put 
more time and effort into where and 
how you live. Alter what isn’t working 
for you and do your best to improve 
your prospects. Hone your skills.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) — Head in 
whatever direction promises to bring 
you the most joy. You’ll reach your 
expectations if you make wise choices 
and are willing to work hard. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) — Don’t 
let anger take the reins. Success is the 
best revenge, so focus on what you 
can achieve instead of trying to block 
someone else from getting ahead. 
Strive for perfection.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.  23-Dec. 
21) — Put your energy and enthu-
siasm into bringing in more cash. 
You can make gains through  

professional or personal investments 
that help you use your skills to the 
fullest. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — 
Keep your distance from anyone using 
emotional tactics to entice you to do 
something that isn’t in your interest. 
Align yourself with people who share 
your opinions.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) — Put 
more energy into taking care of per-
sonal investments, settlements or 
health issues. Taking care of business 
will give you peace of mind as well as 
the desire to start something new. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) — A 
partnership will run amok if you or the 
other person uses force or emotional 
manipulation. Consider the motives 
that you or someone else might have, 
and ward off a problem before it 
begins. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) — Plans 
can be made, but iron out any poten-
tial problems before you share them 
with someone who may not be in favor 
of them. Being fully prepared will lead 
to success. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) — 
Change can be good, but before you 
take a leap of faith, look at every angle 
and make adjustments to ensure you 
don’t hit a roadblock that could be 
expensive. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) — Talk the 
talk and walk the walk. If you live up 
to the promises you make, the results 
will be beneficial. Don’t let someone’s 
guilt tactics wear you down. 

Each row, column and set 
of 3-by-3 boxes must con-
tain the numbers 1 through 9 
without repetition.

Answers to previous puzzle.

SUDOKU

COMICS

ARLO AND JANIS BY JIMMY JOHNSON

MONTY BY JIM MEDDICK

FRANK AND ERNEST BY THAVES

THE BORN LOSER BY CHIP SANSOM

BIG NATE BY LINCOLN PEIRCE

THATABABY BY PAUL TRAP

CROSSWORD

HERMAN BY JIM UNGER

ASTRO-GRAPH BY EUGENIA LAST

CRANKSHAFT

DILBERT

BY TOM BATIUK

BY SCOTT ADAMS



the Russians are not,"
McConnell said.

The scripted cleanup
dealt with only the latest
of Trump's problematic
statements during his
week-long trip, in which
he sent the NATO al-
liance into emergency
session and assailed
British Prime Minister
Theresa May as she was
hosting him for an offi-
cial visit.

Senate Democratic
leader Chuck Schumer
said Trump was trying to
"squirm away" from his
comments alongside
Putin. "It's 24 hours too
late and in the wrong
place," he said.

Trump still maintained
that his meetings with
NATO allies went well
and his summit with
Putin "even better."

This reference to diplo-
matic success carried an
edge, too, since the bar-
rage of criticism and in-
sults he delivered in
Brussels and London
was hardly well-received.

And the reaction back
home has been immedi-
ate and visceral, among
fellow Republicans as
well as usual Trump crit-
ics. "Shameful," ''dis-
graceful," ''weak," were a
few of the comments.
Makes the U.S. "look like
a pushover," said GOP
Sen. Bob Corker of Ten-
nessee.

On Capitol Hill, top Re-
publican leaders said
they were open to slap-
ping fresh sanctions on
Russia but showed no
signs of acting any time
soon.

"Let's be very clear, just
so everybody knows:
Russia did meddle with
our elections," said
House Speaker Paul
Ryan. "What we intend
to do is make sure they
don't get away with it
again and also to help
our allies."

In the Senate, Schumer
called for Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo and
other top officials to ap-
pear before Congress and
tell exactly what hap-
pened during Trump's
two-hour private session
with Putin.

Schumer also urged the
Senate to take up legisla-
tion to boost security for
U.S. elections and to re-

vive a measure passed
earlier by the Judiciary
Committee to protect
Special Counsel Robert
Mueller's investigation
into Russian election in-
terference.

But minority Democ-
rats have few tools to
push their priorities.

In the House, Demo-
cratic leader Nancy
Pelosi planned a vote
Tuesday in support of the
intelligence committee's
findings that Russia in-
terfered in the 2016 elec-
tion.

Senators had floated a
similar idea earlier, but
The No. 2 Republican,
Sen. John Cornyn of
Texas, said sanctions
may be preferable to a
nonbinding resolution
that amounts to "just
some messaging exer-
cise."

Corker, the chairman of
the Foreign Relations
Committee, said the first
step was to get Pompeo
to appear, "hopefully"
next week.

Trump's meeting with
Putin in Helsinki was his
first time sharing the in-
ternational stage with a
man he has described as
an important U.S. com-
petitor — but whom he

has also praised a strong,
effective leader.

His remarks, siding
with a foe on foreign soil
over his own govern-
ment, was a stark illus-
tration of Trump's
willingness to upend
decades of U.S. foreign
policy and rattle Western
allies in service of his po-
litical concerns. A wary
and robust stance toward
Russia has been a
bedrock of his party's
world view. But Trump
made clear he feels that
any acknowledgement of
Russia's election involve-
ment would undermine
the legitimacy of his elec-
tion.

Standing alongside
Putin, Trump steered
clear of any confronta-
tion with the Russian,
going so far as to ques-
tion American intelli-
gence and last week's
federal indictments that
accused  12 Russians of
hacking into Democratic
email accounts to hurt
Hillary Clinton in 2016.

"I have great confidence
in my intelligence peo-
ple, but I will tell you
that President Putin was
extremely strong and
powerful in his denial
today.”

WEDNESDAY, July 18, 2018  ■  pontiacdailyleader.comA6

country, until we pass 'Medicare
for All' and take the burden off
the backs of employers and em-
ployees, we're going to continue
to struggle. 

“On top of that, the federal
minimum wage is $7.25 an
hour, and it's been $7.25 an
hour for decades. We need to
raise the minimum wage to $15
an hour. Lastly, unions are the
ones that raise middle class
wages. They raise wages not
just for their own members, but
for all of the surrounding em-
ployees that are non-union. If
we cut the legs out from unions,
we're cutting the legs out from
underneath the middle class.”  

Sound familiar? These were
key components in the platform
that sprang Sen. Bernie Sanders

and democratic socialism into
the national spotlight in his
presidential campaign of 2016. 

While Sanders arguably re-
mains America's most popular
senator per current polling,
many Democrats remain hesi-
tant to embrace him ideologi-
cally due to his identification
with socialism. But embracing
the identification has also
worked: avowed democratic so-
cialist Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez scored a major upset win
over incumbent establishment
favorite Joe Crowley in the
Democratic primary race in
New York's 14th congressional
district in late June. 

When pressed about ideolog-
ical alignment, Dady demurred
that she “was a Democrat.”

“I am a Democrat, and the
Democratic Party has always
fought for the working class,”
she said. “These are not new is-

sues; they might have some new
names, but they're not new is-
sues. I'm a Democrat, that's
how I classify myself.” 

On what prompted her to run
for office, Dady stated that
while she had a “great life,” oth-
ers were not so fortunate and
wanted to do what she could as
an elected official. 

“I felt called to step up when I
saw that our president and our
current representative were not
working in our families' best in-
terests,” she said. “When my op-
ponent voted to repeal
healthcare for the 61st time,
and then when he voted for a
healthcare plan that would have
stripped 38 thousand con-
stituents of access to healthcare,
I felt called to step up: that's
what good citizens do. When we
see a problem in our govern-
ment, it's our responsibility to
step up and fix it.” 
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Sara Dady offered thoughts to local media about the issues fac-
ing residents of the district ahead of her run for the U.S. Repre-
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for the position. Although she doesn't
know for sure, Duffy believes that her
position will begin immediately after she
is sworn in.

"I believe the position will begin im-
mediately and I'll be given my own case-
load and docket," Duffy said. "I am
prepared for this challenge. I will con-
sider each case individually. I am pre-
pared to review the set of facts in each
case and make decisions based on the
laws that are in effect and the evidence
that is presented."

The Eleventh Judicial Circuit includes
McLean, Livingston, Logan, Ford and
Woodford counties. Although the details
of her new assignment are still being de-
termined, Duffy believes she will be typ-
ically working in another county.

"Regardless of where I work, I will re-
main living in Pontiac," Duffy said. "But,
I will definitely miss the staff, the attor-
neys and everyone at Fellheimer Law
Firm. Ronnie has been a fantastic men-
tor to me over the years, so that will def-
initely be a transition."

Although she doesn't typically identify
positions by gender, Duffy recognizes the
importance of being a woman in her po-
sition.

"There aren't as many women on the
bench these days," Duffy said. "So I am
thankful to have the opportunity to serve
in this position."

Although Duffy has the spotlight right
now, two other associate judges are ex-
pected to retire later this year.

"I was humbled and honored to be se-
lected among the group of candidates,"
Duffy said. "I'm excited to serve the pub-
lic in this role and honored that I was se-
lected."
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appoint a special moni-
tor to enforce the agree-
ment. "They are terror-
ized, and I think it is time
for the courts and the pub-
lic to hear their voices."

The Department of
Homeland Security, which
oversees immigration and
border enforcement, did
not immediately com-
ment. But in their own
reports to the court last
month, government mon-
itors said that immigration
authorities were comply-
ing with the conditions
laid out in the settlement.

In his report, Henry
Moak Jr., juvenile coordi-
nator for U.S. Customs
and Border Protection,
documented the air tem-
perature as appropriate at
a number of border facil-
ities and said he drank
the water himself from
five-gallon containers at a
processing center in
McAllen.

He said some children
and parents told him they
disliked the food and
weren't sure the water was

drinkable, but there were
no allegations the food
was spoiled.

At the Yuma station in
Arizona, he said he tried
the water there, too, and,
"I can confirm the water
fountains worked and the
water tasted clean."

The litany of complaints
compiled by advocates
comes after a global outcry
drove the Trump admin-
istration to stop separating
immigrant families at the
border. Authorities are
now reuniting parents and
children under a separate
court order and said they
will seek to detain families
together during their im-
migration proceedings,
though under the Flores
agreement immigrant
children are generally sup-
posed to be released from
custody in about 20 days.

Many of the children
described conditions in
U.S. Customs and Border
Protection facilities where
they were taken and
processed in the initial
days after crossing the
border. They were identi-
fied in the reports solely by
their first names.

Timofei, a 15-year-old

from Russia who sought
asylum at the border with
his parents over their be-
liefs as Jehovah's Wit-
nesses, said night and day
blended together in the
locked, crowded room
where he was held with
other boys. It had a single
window overlooking an
empty corridor, he said.
He said there was no soap
in the bathroom, and he
only sometimes got a sin-
gle-use toothbrush.

He said he was offered a
shower upon arriving at
the San Ysidro, Califor-
nia, facility but didn't take
one and wasn't allowed
one on his second or third
day there.

Some children were lat-
er sent to the Casa Padre
shelter in Texas for immi-
grant children who were
traveling alone or were
separated from their par-
ents. 

The facility operates un-
der a contract with the
Department of Health and
Human Services. There,
teenage boys described go-
ing hungry and not being
given enough time to
speak with their parents
by phone.
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