
United Way meets goal,
gets boost for next year
By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   It’s no secret that local agencies providing
invaluable services, such as Futures Unlim-
ited, the Pontiac Salvation Army and the Life
Center for Independent Living and the Liv-
ingston County Community Food Pantry, are
in need of help. The precarious budget situ-
ation on the state level, in conjunction with
the budget hawking of the current adminis-
tration at the federal level, have made pro-

viding crucial social services more and more
difficult.
   While Deb Howard, executive director of
United Way of Livingston County, admits
that the funds these agencies have requested
unfortunately cannot all be met, her organi-
zation has met its fundraising goal for the
three years of her tenure, ensuring that an
adequate level of service can still be provided
by those agencies it serves.
   “In our 2014-15 campaign, our was goal

By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

   FAIRBURY — Prairie Cen-
tral School District’s Internet
network usage needs have
grown quite a bit since 300
Chromebooks were purchased
and distributed to schools
throughout the district four
years ago. While the district
isn’t quite one-to-one like the
school districts in Pontiac, stu-
dents and teachers regularly use
the Chromebooks and the
school’s Internet network
throughout the school day.
   A new telecommunications
tower was recently erected
nearby the district’s previous
tower at Prairie Central High
School in Fairbury so that the
district can install equipment to
help improve connectivity is-
sues faced by Prairie Central
Junior High and Prairie Central
Upper Elementary School in

Forrest, as well as Prairie Cen-
tral Primary-East in
Chatsworth.
   “You wouldn’t think that an
entire school district’s network
capability would be tied to a
tower, but since Illinois is so
flat, that is our mode of com-
munication,” Colin Duncan,
Prairie Central School District
technology coordinator said.
“At one point we looked into
running a fiber-optic cable be-
tween Forrest and Fairbury, but
the cost was a lot. Even with
some grant money to offset the
costs, it was going to be a six-
figure deal.”
   In rural areas, getting a high-
speed Internet connection can
be difficult. A few years ago, as
part of a government grant, the
Central Illinois Regional Broad-
band Network was created. It is
a high-speed fiber-optic Inter-
net connection that was pio-
neered by Illinois State

University to provide high-
speed Internet to public safety,
government, not-for-profit and
commercial institutions in Gri-
dley, Fisher, Bloomington, Pon-
tiac, Chenoa and other nearby
areas.
   “They ran the fiber-optic
cable up Interstate 55 as far
north as Pontiac, but couldn’t
justify the cost of running a
fiber-optic cable from Chenoa
to Fairbury,” Duncan said. “So
Chenoa put up a big wireless
link to connect the communi-
ties.”
   “We’re fortunate to have this
wireless connection because it
basically allows us to get really
fast Internet for a really low
price. Before that, we always
had to consider how much
bandwidth we were using, but
since then it hasn’t been an
issue.”
   From the signal antenna at

See ‘INTERNET’ Page A6

By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   The Midwest outbreak of cyclosporiasis, ini-
tially linked to Del Monte-brand veggie trays,
was given a new tie Thursday when the Illinois
Department of Public Health announced that
an investigation was underway into the quality
of McDonald’s salads from the fast food
megachain in the state, which may have
caused as many as 90 cases.
   According to the IDPH, symptoms of cy-
closporiasis may include bouts of watery diar-
rhea, fatigue and low-grade fever, and the
illness could last more than a month if left un-
treated. The Illinois distribution of the out-
break remains unclear. Environmental health
officials at the Livingston County Health De-
partment could not be reached.
   As of July 5, the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention had reported 212 cases of cy-
closporiasis distributed in Iowa, Indiana, Min-
nesota, Michigan and Wisconsin. That is, until
the IDPH announced confirmation of approx-
imately 90 cases of cyclosporiasis. In a release,
the IDPH noted that cases have been reported
in counties across Illinois with people becom-
ing ill starting in mid-May, and that there were
indications that McDonald’s salads were re-
sponsible.
   “The initial investigation indicates a link to
consumption of McDonald’s salads produced
for McDonald’s restaurants,” the IDPH said.
“Approximately one-fourth of Illinois cases re-
ported eating salads from McDonald’s in the
days before they became ill. The Iowa Depart-
ment of Health has noted a similar increase in
cases.”
   On June 16, the IDPH reported that Del
Monte was recalling 28-ounce “small veggie
trays,” distributed in Illinois and Indiana, and
recommended consumers throw away such
trays they had already purchased. At that time,
the state health department said that no ill-
nesses had yet been reported in the state.

Outbreak of
disease could
have ties with
McD’s salads

See ‘RECALLED’ Page A6

New equipment on a recently erected telecommunications
tower at Prairie Central High School will improve Internet access
throughout the district, says District Technology Coordinator
Colin Duncan. LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER

Brady Patterson is prepared for hot sunny summer days with his sun hat and cool sun-
glasses. JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER
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Duffy gets
named to the
bench

SPRINGFIELD —
Sarah R. Duffy has been
approved to take a seat on
the bench in the Eleventh
Judicial Circuit, accord-
ing to a press release.

It was announced on
Thursday that Pontiac at-
torney Duffy has been
voted in as an associate
judge. Marcia M. Meis,
director of the Adminis-
trative Office of the Illi-
nois Courts, made the
announcement of the vot-
ing.

Duffy, who currently
works with the Fell-
heimer Law Firm, Ltd.,
received her undergradu-
ate degree from the Uni-
versity of Illinois in 2000.
She received her Juris
Doctor in 2007 from Illi-
nois.

Man charged
with hate crime
over shirt
incident

CHICAGO (AP) — A
man who can be seen in a
video chastising a woman
at a Chicago forest pre-
serve for wearing a shirt
with the Puerto Rican
flag on it has been
charged with committing
a hate crime, the Cook
County State’s Attorney’s
Office announced Thurs-
day.

Timothy Trybus, 62, of
Des Plaines now is
charged with two felony
counts of committing a
hate crime in addition to
misdemeanor counts of
assault and disorderly
conduct he already faced.

LOCAL, STATE NEWS

BRESSNER LEAVES AG
LENDING POSITION AT
SB OF GRAYMONT

LOCAL, PAGE A3

RETIREMENT

See ‘UNITED WAY’ Page A6See ‘CRIME’ Page B6

Today — Sunny with a high near 92.
Heat index values as high as 103.
South wind 5 to 10 mph.

Tonight — Mostly clear with a low
around 68. South southeast wind
around 5 mph.

Saturday — Partly sunny with a 40 percent chance of
showers and thunderstorms after 1 p.m. High near 92.
Heat index values as high as 103. Low around 70.

Sunday — Partly sunny with a 40 percent chance of
showers and thunderstorms. High near 88. Low around
71.

Styling downtown

COMMUNITY

LOCAL, PAGE A2

‘THIRSTY THURSDAYS’
COMING AS PART OF
PROGRAM

New tower at PCHS provides better connectivity
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FRIDAY
July 13
FAIRBURY
4:30 - 7 p.m.— Fairbury
VFW Post 9789 will have
an all-you-can-eat fish and
shrimp dinner plus salad
bar.

PONTIAC
6:30 p.m.— Vermillion
Players will present
“Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat” at
the Chautauqua Park Pavil-
ion. Curtain goes up at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are gen-
eral admission at the door.

SATURDAY
July 14
PONTIAC
7 - 11 a.m.— P.R.O.U.D.’s
Farmer’s Market will be
held on the Livingston
County Courthouse
Square at the corner of
Madison and Mill streets.

CULLOM
10 a.m.— Cullom-Beck-
man Memorial Library
will have its summer read-
ing program.

PONTIAC
10:30 a.m.— Crescent
Cinemas will have a free
showing of “Sing” (PG).

PONTIAC
11 a.m.— Livingston
County Humane Society
will have its 9th annual golf
outing at Wolf Creek Golf
Course. Shotgun start is at
1 p.m. Longest drive, clos-
est to the pin, door prizes
and more. If paid by June
30, registration is $45 for
members and $65 for non-
members. After June 30, it
is $55 and $75 respec-
tively. Register your four-
some by contacting Dave
Rambo at
daverambo@gmail.com. or
Brett at Wolf Creek at 815-
842-9008.

PONTIAC
6:30 p.m.— Vermillion
Players will present
“Joseph and the Amazing

Technicolor Dreamcoat” at
the Chautauqua Park Pavil-
ion. Curtain goes up at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are gen-
eral admission at the door.

SUNDAY
July 15
FAIRBURY
Noon - 4 p.m.— Fairbury
Fairgrounds will host a
cruise-in sponsored by the
John Joda American Le-
gion Post 54. Enter at the
Second Street north gate.
No admission or entry fee.
All cars, trucks and motor-
cycles welcome. Beer Gar-
den will be open and food
and drinks will be available.
There will be a 50/50
drawing. Concession pro-
ceeds will go to the Fair-
bury American Legion
Memorial Day Fund. For
more information, contact
Gerry Brandt at 815-692-
3287 or gerry@petersen-
motors.com

PONTIAC
6:30 p.m.— Vermillion
Players will present
“Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat” at
the Chautauqua Park Pavil-
ion. Curtain goes up at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are gen-
eral admission at the door.

MONDAY
July 16
PONTIAC
10:30 a.m.— Crescent
Cinemas will have a free
showing of “Sing” (PG).

WEDNESDAY
July 18
PONTIAC
10:30 a.m.— Crescent
Cinemas will have a free
showing of “Sing” (PG).

THURSDAY
July 19
PONTIAC
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.— First
United Methodist Church
will host a senior drop-in
center with games, cards
and socializing. Free lunch
is available. Call the church

at 815-842-1157 by 9:30
a.m. if a ride is needed or
by 10:30 a.m. for lunch.

PONTIAC
6 p.m.— Livingston
County Board will meet at
the Livingston County
Courthouse.

FRIDAY
July 20
FAIRBURY
6 - 8 p.m.— IOOF will
sponsor a family fun night
at the Odd Fellows Lodge
with hot dogs, chips and
drinks. There will be cup-
cake decorating, music
and games. RSVP to liv-
ingstonlodge290@yahoo.c
om.

SATURDAY
July 21
PONTIAC
6 - 10 a.m.— Forrest
American Legion will have
a pancakes, sausage and
eggs breakfast at the For-
rest Legion Hall.

PONTIAC
7 - 11 a.m.— P.R.O.U.D.’s
Farmer’s Market will be
held on the Livingston
County Courthouse
Square at the corner of
Madison and Mill streets.

CULLOM
10 a.m.— Cullom-Beck-
man Memorial Library
will have its summer read-
ing program.

PONTIAC
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.— Pontiac
Public Library will hold its
summer reading program
finale party. There will be
face painters, games,
prizes and an ice cream so-
cial.

PONTIAC
5 - 8 p.m.— Pontiac
Cruise Night will be held
on the Livingston County
Courthouse square. Entry
fee is $5 per vehicle. For
more information, call 815-
674-1279.

SUNDAY
July 22
SAUNEMIN
6 - 8 p.m.— Saunemin
United Methodist Church
is inviting all children and
youth ages 4 to 18 to at-
tend vacation Bible school.

MONDAY
July 23
SAUNEMIN
6 - 8 p.m.— Saunemin
United Methodist Church
is inviting all children and
youth ages 4 to 18 to at-
tend vacation Bible school.

TUESDAY
July 24
PONTIAC
8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.—
OSF Saint James-John W.
Albrecht Medical Center
will offer a babysitter class
for boys and girls 9-13.
Class is in conference
rooms 3 and 4. Register by
July 18 at www.osfsaint-
james.org. To inquire past
the deadline, call 309-661-
5151. Fee is $35 per partici-
pant. Bring payment to
class. Lunch will be pro-
vided.

SAUNEMIN
6 - 8 p.m.— Saunemin
United Methodist Church
is inviting all children and
youth ages 4 to 18 to at-
tend vacation Bible school.

WEDNESDAY

July 25
PONTIAC
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.— OSF
Saint James-John W. Al-
brecht Medical Center
will host its Masquerade
$5 jewelry and accessories
sale in the main lobby. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the hos-
pital’s programs and
services.

SAUNEMIN
6 - 8 p.m.— Saunemin
United Methodist Church
is inviting all children and
youth ages 4 to 18 to at-
tend vacation Bible school.

THURSDAY
July 26
FAIRBURY
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.— Dominy
Memorial Library will
have a summer book sale.

PONTIAC
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.— First
United Methodist Church
will host a senior drop-in
center with games, cards
and socializing. Free lunch
is available. Call the church
at 815-842-1157 by 9:30
a.m. if a ride is needed or
by 10:30 a.m. for lunch.
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AROUND THE AREA

SUBMISSION TO CALENDAR OF EVENTS
ITEMS for the calendar listing are welcome from non-profit and charitable or-
ganizations that are open to the general public. Items should be submitted at
least two weeks in advance. School and social functions may also be submitted.
The Daily Leader will not accept items from for-profit groups or those closed to
the general public.
SHORT news items may also be submitted, which will run once, and then be
condensed into the calendar. Calendar items should be brief and include date,
time and place of event, as well as the sponsor of the event. 

POLICE BRIEFS

Grain prices
Closing bids — July 12
Corn/Cash $3.12
Beans/Cash $8.12

Grain prices
courtesy of
Graymont Co-op

Arrests
The following persons

were arrested or taken
into custody by law en-
forcement agencies in
Livingston County and
taken to the Livingston
County Jail. These per-
sons were either re-
leased after posting
bond, remain in jail or
are serving a sentence
imposed by the court.

Brittany N. Banser,
29, Bloomington, was
charged by Fairbury Po-
lice with improper use
of electronic device,
possession of a con-
trolled substance, im-
proper lane usage,
speeding and posses-
sion of hypodermic nee-
dles. She was taken into
custody in Fairbury. 

Associate
court

Patti J. Walter, 52,
Chatsworth, speeding,
$140, Fairbury Police
arrest.

Logan D. Lighty, 21,
Saunemin, speeding,
$120, Fairbury Police
arrest.

Connor J. Kennedy,
30, Chatsworth, speed-
ing, $120; improper
transportation of alco-
hol, $120, Fairbury Po-
lice arrest.

See ‘RECORD’ Page A3
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Pontiac Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon-cutting ceremony Wednesday morning for the Pontiac
Community Heart & Soul program.  JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

The Pontiac Communi-
ty Heart & Soul leader-
ship team will begin a se-
ries of “Thirsty Thursday
Topics” on Thursday, July
19 in the parking lot be-
hind the Old City Hall by
the Route 66 Mural.

Each event will feature a

different local, communi-
ty topic for discussion.
These events are geared
toward helping the lead-
ership team discover what
matters most in the com-
munity.

“Thirsty Thursday Top-
ics” are planned for July 19,

Aug. 2, 16, 30 and Sept. 13,
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Re-
freshments will be served
and attendees must be
aged 21 or over.  

There is no cost to attend
the event but RSVPs are
required as space is limit-
ed to the first 75 people to

register. RSVPs can be
made in one of the follow-
ing ways: call or text 815-
419-7015, email heartand-
soul61764@gmail.com or
on the facebook event at
facebook.com/Pontiac-
CommunityHeartand-
Soul/.

Heart & Soul will be featuring community topics

FAIRBURY — Dominy
Memorial Library has re-
leased its June memorial
donations.

In memory of Nancy Ifft,
a monetary donation was
made to the library by
David and Pearle Jeffries,
Joan Smeltzer, Lyle and
Marlene Wessels, John and
Connie Rich, and Friends
of Dominy Memorial Li-
brary.

In memory of Nancy Ifft,
“Possum and the Summer
Storm” by Anne Hunter
was donated by Denny and
Kathy Vaughan.; “The
Moon Man” by Isabel Har-
ris was donated by the lo-
cal American Red Cross;
“The Patchwork Bride” by
Sandra Dallas; “The Per-
fect Couple” by Elin
Hilderbrand; “Before and
Again” by Barbara Delin-
sky; “Between You and Me”
by Susan Wiggs were do-
nated by Keith Coleman.

In memory of Norma
Fehr, David and Pearle Jef-
fries made a monetary do-
nation to the library.

In memory of Virgil
Hulse, a monetary dona-
tion was made to the li-
brary by Knoll Lodge.

In honor of Cindy
Helmers, “A Treasury of
Curious George” by Mar-
garet and H.A. Rey was do-
nated by Jenny Wenger.

In honor of Mary Ann
Harper, “Llama Llama
Loves to Read” by Anna
Dewdney was donated by
Jenny Wenger.

DOMINY LIBRARY

Memorials
released for
June

ODELL — St. Paul School will
hold registration for the 2018-19
academic year on Monday, July 30,
from 10 a.m. to noon and from 5 to
7 p.m.  at the school, 300 S. West St.
The school has openings in all grade

levels, including all-day preschool
and kindergarten. Preference will be
given to returning students, and
other spaces will be filled on a first
come, first served basis. 

Bus transportation is available

from Dwight, Emington, Odell and
Campus areas. Personal tours are
welcomed and can be arranged pri-
or to registration for new families. 

St. Paul School offers small class-

ST. PAUL SCHOOL

Registration for 2018-19 school year being held

See ‘SCHOOL’ Page A3



DDear Annie: My moth-
er-in-law is a very good
person deep down. She is
a joy to be around — when
she’s sober. But more and
more lately, she is not. And
when she’s not, she is hate-
ful and vindictive and
blames everyone else for
her problems. She has
gone so far recently as to
tell me something hap-
pened to my 2-year-old
son when she was watch-
ing him that would require
medical attention — just
to get me to leave work
early and pick him up
sooner than planned so
she could start drinking.
Annie, there was nothing
wrong at all with my son.

Whenever we call her
out on her drinking, she
spews hateful things at my
husband and me. She
threatens to cut him out
of her will. She brings up
things he did decades ago
(before he got smart and
sobered up and stopped
drinking), and she has
physically put her hands
on me. (This was years
ago, before we knew she
had a problem; she was
very good at hiding it.)

She now has the love of
a man who is wonderful
to her, unlike her former
husband of two decades,
who cheated multiple
times on her. But she is
even pushing this man
away and is hateful toward
him when she’s drinking.

On numerous occasions,
we have had to cut her off
from seeing our sons be-
cause she is choosing
drinking over spending
time with them and us.

Of course, when we do
this, we are the ones at
fault, and she doesn’t have
a problem and doesn’t
need help — and so on
and so forth. I hate what
this is doing to my hus-
band, and my sons don’t
understand why they can’t
see her sometimes. We
have told the eldest one
(he’s 10) what the real sit-
uation is, and it absolutely
breaks his heart. Which I
guess does actually lead
me to a question: Why?
Why is the pull to drink
so strong that people will
mess up perfectly good re-
lationships with friends
and family? I understand
that it is an addiction, but
why can’t she and others
see what they are missing

out on and losing just to
fill a void for only a little
while? And why does she
want to potentially kill her-
self by drinking so much?
Doesn’t her future matter
to her? I just don’t under-
stand, and I guess I never
will. I know that only she
can choose to help herself
and that she will only do
so if and when she’s ready.
But the pain that we are
going through right now
will inevitably become ir-
reversible. And I don’t
want that — for my hus-
band, my sons or me.
Thank you for taking the
time to read this. — De-
pressed Daughter-in-Law
of a Drinker

Dear Depressed Daugh-
ter-in-Law of a Drinker: I
am so sorry that you’re go-
ing through this. To ask
“Why?” is to try to ascribe
rationale where there is
none. The disease of alco-
holism does not operate
on logical terms.

I urge you to attend an
Al-Anon Family Groups

meeting. I think you’ll find
it can be a great relief just
to be in a room full of peo-
ple who know exactly what
you’re going through. The
meetings are free and
anonymous; you don’t
even have to talk if you
don’t want to. And if you
don’t like your first meet-
ing, don’t give up. Al-Anon
recommends trying at least
six different meetings be-
fore deciding that the pro-
gram isn’t for you. Visit
https://al-anon.org to find
a meeting near you. It just
might change your life.

“Ask Me Anything: A
Year of Advice From Dear
Annie” is out now! Annie
Lane’s debut book — fea-
turing favorite columns on
love, friendship, family and
etiquette — is available as
a paperback and e-book.
Visit http://www.creator-
spublishing.com for more
information. 

Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.
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the Daily Leader receives from the respective agencies.
The Daily Leader also welcomes reader-submitted items such
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ITEMS WITH PHOTOGRAPHS are also welcome. Items may
be emailed to the Daily Leader at ldrnews@mchsi.com or may
be faxed to 815-842-4388.

John A. Stormer
John Anthony Stormer of Troy, Mo., passed away

and entered his heavenly home on July 10, 2018, at
Lincoln County Rehab & Recovery af-
ter a year-long illness. John was the
loving husband of 67 years to Eliza-
beth R. Stormer.

John was born Feb. 9, 1928 in Al-
toona, Pa., the oldest son of Regis W.
and Mary Ann (Forr) Stormer. He is
survived by his wife, Elizabeth; his
daughter, Holly (Steve) Hartzell of
Pontiac; his sister, Susan Pezzi of
Pennsylvania; his grandchildren:
John (Amy) Hartzell of Arkansas,
Emily (Daniel) Reifel of Missouri, Ashley (Gerald)
Everette of Pennsylvania, Joel Hartzell of Colorado,
and nine great-grandchildren.  

John was preceded in death by  his brother,
Joseph.  

During World War II, John attended Altoona
High School and began his first job as a radio an-
nouncer at age 15 in 1943. After high school, he
studied electrical engineering at Penn State Univer-
sity and upon leaving college he helped set up radio
stations across the country. 

On Dec. 1, 1950, John enlisted in the Air Force,
serving in Squadron Section 3275th Training Wing
during the Korean Conflict, serving as an Air Force
editor and historian where he discovered his pas-
sion for writing. John married Elizabeth Lewis in
July 1951.  

After the Korean War, he was decorated with a
national defense service medal and honorably dis-
charged from the Air Force. He completed a jour-
nalism degree at San Jose State, then became editor
of the Volt Age magazine. 

Events of the 1950s led him to become concerned
that America was being betrayed by an elite class of
pro-communist sympathizers. He was concerned
that the rampant spread of socialism would lead to
a loss of our freedoms.

He resigned his position as magazine editor and
spent the next two years researching and writing his
first book, “None Dare Call It Treason,” released in
1964. The book was a call to action, documenting
how communism and socialism had entered Ameri-
ca’s schools, churches and the media.

John became active in politics and served on the
National Policy Institute, Missouri Republican
State committee and was the state chairman of the
Missouri Federation of Young Republicans from
1962-1964. In 1964, he became a delegate to the Re-
publican National Convention that nominated Bar-
ry Goldwater for president.

In 1965, he came to a realization that something
was missing in his heart and life. After studying the
Bible, he came to a saving knowledge of Jesus
Christ which changed the focus of the rest of his
life. After his conversion, he was called to preach
and pastored Heritage Baptist Church in Florissant,
Mo. for 31 years. He also was the superintendent of
Faith Christian School, and served as the president
of Missouri Association of Christian Schools for 10
years.  

In 1977, he began a weekly bible study at the Mis-
souri State Capital, which he led for many years. He
held honorary doctorates from Manahath School of
Theology (1965) and Shelton State Community Col-
lege (1976). He published a periodic newsletter,
“Understanding the Times,” which included com-
mentary on current events.  

John also went on to write six more books with a
total of over 10 million copies in print, including
“The Death of a Nation” (1968), “Growing Up God’s
Way” (1984), “None Dare Call It Treason 25 Years
Later” (1990), “None Dare Call It Education” (1998)
and “Betrayed by the Bench” (2005).

His last book, “Something was Missing” (2008),
described his personal experience growing up in a
traditional Catholic family, doing what a “good
Catholic” should do. He realized that something
was missing, and the book describes his journey of
faith to salvation. His desire was to help others with
similar backgrounds know exactly where they stand
before God.  

John will be missed by his family, friends and
many others who were impacted by his years of
teaching and ministry. John was a member of Grace
Baptist Church of St. Charles, Mo.

Friends may call from 1 to 3 p.m. on Monday, at
the McCoy-Blossom Funeral Homes & Crematory,
1304 Boone St., Troy, MO 63379.

Funeral service is scheduled at 3 p.m. on Monday,
at the McCoy-Blossom Funeral Homes & Cremato-
ry, Troy location. Pastor Keith Carnahan will offici-
ate.

Interment will follow in the Troy City Cemetery.
Family and friends are invited to sign the online

guest registry at www.mccoyblossomfh.com.

QUESTIONS? Contact Paul Westermeyer at 815-842-1153 or at pwestermeyer@pontiacdailyleader.com

Alcoholic family member causing distress

Nina Kidby
FAIRBURY — A calling for Nina Kidby, 94, of

Ronkonkoma, N.Y., formerly of Fairbury, will be from
6 to 8 p.m. Monday at Duffy-Pils Memorial Home,
Fairbury, with a 10:30 a.m. graveside service at Grace-
land Cemetery Tuesday.

Nina died July 10, 2018, in Lake Ronkonkoma, N.Y.
Born Dec. 23, 1923, at Fairbury, she was a daughter

of Grover and Kittie Knisley Simpson. She married
Howard M. Weaver on Jan. 25, 1943. Later she mar-
ried Thomas Kidby on June 30, 1947.

Survivors include one brother, Thomas Simpson of
Fairbury; her daughter, Rita (George) Clark, Fairbury;
her son, George (Betsy) Kidby of Greenport, N.Y.; four
grandchildren; four stepgrandchildren; five great-
grandchildren; and seven stepgreat-grandchildren.

Her parents; two brothers, Clarence and Ralph
Simpson; four sisters, Paulette Bazzell, Rowena Stei-
dinger, Ethel Luttrell and Mildred “Cille” Hicks, pre-
ceded her in death.

Online condolences may be left at www.duffyp-
ilsmemorialhome.com. 

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES

Celebrating?
The Leader has 

engagement, 
anniversary and 
wedding forms 

available to fill out.

Annie Lane

Dear Annie

By Kent Casson
For The Daily Leader

Gary Bressner has
worked in the ag industry
for many years and con-
siders farmers individuals
with very high character
and moral values and an
overall good group to work
with.

Bressner is retiring from
the State Bank of Gray-
mont where he has
worked in ag lending since
January 1999. 

Prior to his banking ca-
reer, Bressner worked for
many years as a county
extension advisor in
Fayette County before
working with the Illinois
FBFM (Farm Business
Farm Management) pro-
gram. He worked as an
FBFM field man in Cham-
paign County before mov-
ing back to Pontiac.

“Early on, we went
through some very diffi-
cult times in agriculture
with commodity prices

and cash flow,” Bressner
recalled. “We had some
very profitable times and
we are back in some pretty
difficult times for agricul-
ture again.”

Bressner has served as
treasurer for the Liv-
ingston County Soil and
Water Conservation Dis-
trict and is also active in
the local First Presbyterian
Church, FFA Alumni As-
sociation and Kiwanis.
Bressner plans to stay in-
volved in the numerous
organizations and still pre-
pare a few tax returns in
the winter. He is hoping
for a more relaxed sched-
ule during retirement.

“There will be a few
more days of snow skiing
in some of the winters and
bicycling a little more in
the summer months hope-
fully,” Bressner said.

An open house was held
in Bressner’s honor
Wednesday at the Pontiac
office of State Bank of
Graymont. 

Bressner retires
from long ag career

Mr. John A.
Stormer

Gary Bressner, right, at his Wednesday retirement
party. KENT CASSON/FOR THE DAILY LEADER

es for preschool through
8th grade, a Catholic faith-
based curriculum, safe
learning environment, ac-
ademic excellence, ex-
tracurricular opportunities,
and affordable tuition.
Scholarships are available.
After discounts are applied,
tuition can be as low as
$240 a month for one
child. Tuition for a second
child is only $1,150 for the
year, and tuition for a third
child is only $825 for the
year. 

All students entering
preschool, kindergarten
and sixth grade must have
a health examination. All
students entering sixth

grade will be required to
provide proof of Tdap and
meningococcal vaccina-
tion. Children entering
kindergarten are required
to have an eye exam by a
licensed optometrist or
opthalmologist. Dental ex-
ams are required for chil-
dren entering kinder-
garten, second and sixth
grades. If a child in grades
5-8 will be participating
in sports during the school
year, a sports exam is re-
quired. Athletes will not
be allowed to participate
until an exam is on file.
Transfer students must
have health cards and
records of immunizations
sent to St. Paul.  

For more information,
call 815-998-2194 or email
stpaulodell@frontier.com.

SCHOOL
Continued from Page A2

Tate J. Brewster, 20,
Chenoa, registration
light violation, $120,
Fairbury Police arrest.

Wesley Kaeb, 28, Fair-
bury, improper lane us-
age, $120, Fairbury Po-
lice arrest.

Benjamin C. Rudin,
30, Chatsworth, disre-
gard of stop sign, $120,
Fairbury Police arrest.

Morgan L. Barr, 17,
Pontiac, speeding, $350,

six months supervision,
Pontiac Police arrest.

Denis R. Gschwendt-
ner, 53, Pontiac, speed-
ing, $120, Pontiac Police
arrest.

Alycia M. Heidenreich,
18, Flanagan, operating
an uninsured motor ve-
hicle, $210, six months
supervision; failure to
obey stop sign, $350,
drivers education, Ponti-
ac Police arrest.

RECORD
Continued from Page A2



Federal 
Lawmakers
Rep. Adam Kinzinger
Ottawa District Office
628 Columbus St., 
Suite. 507
Ottawa, IL 61350
Phone: (815) 431-9271
Fax: (815) 431-9383
AND
Washington, D.C. Office
1221 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-3635
Fax: (202) 225-3521

Sen. Richard Durbin
309 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2152

Sen. Tammy Duckworth
524 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2854

Social media giants like Twitter and
Facebook that used to brag about
promoting free speech now say
they’re taking on a new role — the
speech police.

Twitter is suspending as many as a
million accounts a day, with 70 mil-
lion silenced in May and June, ac-
cording to data disclosed Friday. The
massive purge is to prevent the
spread of fake news, Twitter says. The
problem is this: Who decides what’s
fake?

Democrats in Congress are encouraging the
crackdown. They point to how Russians set up so-
cial media accounts and flooded the internet
with phony news and inflammatory rhetoric in the
months before the 2016 presidential election,
and according to special counsel Robert Mueller,
tilted it in favor of Donald Trump. At a Senate
hearing, Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., ordered
lawyers for Facebook, Twitter and Google to do
something about it “or we will.”

Don’t be fooled by these calls to “clean up” the
internet in order to protect our democracy. Fake
news, hateful remarks and Russians impersonat-
ing Americans are not as dangerous to our democ-
racy as Silicon Valley’s misguided drive toward cen-
sorship.

It’s probably true that Russians tried to meddle
with public opinion to tip the election in Trump’s
favor. But the Russians’ antics, laid out in an in-
dictment by special counsel Robert Mueller, are
laughably unthreatening.

The 13 Russians named in the indictment cre-
ated thousands of Facebook, Instagram and Twit-
ter accounts and posted messages like “Choose
Peace and Vote for Jill Stein. Trust me, it’s not a
wasted vote.” This is the voter manipulation we’re
supposed to be terrified by?

Mueller’s indictment says this tiny crew of Rus-
sians “engaged in operations primarily intended
to communicate derogatory information about
Hillary Clinton, to denigrate other candidates such
as Ted Cruz and Marco Rubio, and to support
Bernie Sanders and then-candidate Donald
Trump.” The correct reaction to these Russian high
jinks is “so what?” American democracy has sur-
vived political dirty tricks by foreigners for two cen-
turies.

In 1796, agents of the French government tried
to tilt the election toward Thomas Jefferson by
smearing incumbent Vice President John Adams
as a monarchist and organizing local pro-Jeffer-
son societies in many states. In the 1940 presi-
dential election, the British spread propaganda to
defeat Wendell Willkie and ensure FDR’s re-elec-
tion, because Willkie opposed the U.S. joining
Britain’s battle against the Nazis.

Foreign shenanigans are nothing new. You
wouldn’t be hearing about Russian interference if
Hillary Clinton had won.

Far more perilous to our democracy is the mis-
guided expectation that global social media com-
panies should act as the Ministry of Truth, like in
George Orwell’s novel “Nineteen Eighty-Four.”

Facebook’s attempt at policing is producing
comical failures. In the run-up to July Fourth, a
small Texas newspaper, the Liberty County Vin-
dicator, posted the Declaration of Independence,
including its reference to “merciless Indian sav-
ages.” Facebook uses algorithms to automatically
shut down any posting with words that could be
hurtful. So Facebook labeled the Declaration hate
speech and took it down.

Facebook singles out some postings as mis-
leading. Brent Bozell of the Media Research Cen-
ter explains that it’s “about going after conserva-
tive talk on the internet and banning it by some-
how projecting it as being false.” Similarly, Twit-
ter tags tweets from the conservative news ag-
gregator Drudge Report as “sensitive content,”
complains House Intelligence Committee chair-
man Devin Nunes, R-Calif.

Twitter chief executive Jack Dorsey is commit-
ted to promoting “healthy conversation.” That’s like
colleges calling for safe spaces. It’s harmful to
democracy, because discord and political contro-
versy are what make democracy thrive. That’s why
the founders wrote the First Amendment, to pro-
tect unrestrained debate in the public square.

Social media platforms should be the 21st-cen-
tury version of the public square, where the free
exchange of information and political opinions is
guaranteed, not censored.

Germany’s learning that the hard way. A new
German law requires social media companies to
delete questionable content within 24 hours — tak-
ing on a role similar to what Feinstein suggested.
Already it’s backfiring in Germany. “Legitimate ex-
pressions of opinion are being deleted,” says
Bernhard Rohleder, CEO of Bitkom, Germany’s
federal association for information technology and
new media. Germans see their freedom of ex-
pression and access to information being curbed
by global social media companies.

Don’t let it happen here.
Betsy McCaughey is a senior fellow at the Lon-
don Center for Policy Research and a former
lieutenant governor of New York State. Contact
her at betsy@betsymccaughey.com.

Opinion
QUESTIONS? Contact Managing Editor Erich Murphy at 815-842-1153 or at ldreditor@mchsi.com
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Silicon Valley
censors

THIS DATE IN HISTORY

SCOTUS panic proves it again
President Trump’s nomination of

Brett Kavanaugh to fill the vacancy left
by retiring Supreme Court Justice
Anthony Kennedy has predictably
produced apoplexy on the left. Their
certainty — and outrage — that one
man will have the power to dispense
rights they view to be nonexistent, and
dispense with others they consider in-
alienable, only shores up a fact that the
left will almost never admit: the fed-
eral government has far too much
power.

While politicians on the right cer-
tainly can wield excessive power just
as oppressively as leftists can, tradi-
tionally it has been conservative Re-
publicans and Libertarians calling
for smaller government as a matter of
constitutional principle, while liberal
and progressive Democrats argue that
more government is the appropriate
solution to every problem.

However, big government is ap-
parently fine for Democrats only as
long as Democrats run the govern-
ment. When Republicans control the
levers of power — not so much.

The contraposition of the Obama
and Trump administrations demon-
strates the hypocrisy and deliberate
blindness of the left when it comes to
the threat of overweening govern-
ment power.

Democrats loved it when President
Barack “I’ve got a pen and I’ve got a
phone” Obama utilized executive or-
ders to achieve policy objectives they
wanted, like Obama’s DACA order on
immigration.

But faced with President Trump’s
ability to exercise that same power
(even if just to undo Obama’s or-
ders), they scream “Fascism!”

The problem isn’t Obama or Trump
per se; it is an executive branch that
increasingly exceeds the constitu-
tional limits of its power, and usurps
that of Congress.

There should be bipartisan con-
cern for government disregarding re-
straints imposed by the Constitution.
But Democrats have perhaps become
complacent because their side has

more often manipulat-
ed the rules to their ad-
vantage, while Repub-
licans have been cowed
out of exercising even
their legitimate pow-
ers.

The left — including
our reliably leftist me-
dia — has had prodi-
gious success defeating
GOP candidates by lob-
bing deceitful personal attacks (“Paul
Ryan will push granny off a cliff!”
“Bush is Hitler!” “Mitt Romney caused
people to die of cancer!”).

And they have thwarted Republican
policy initiatives with hysterical warn-
ings of the catastrophes that will tran-
spire. (“Poor people will starve!” “The
environment will be destroyed!”)

More concerned about bad press
than of betraying their constituents,
congressional Republicans have man-
aged to do precious little, despite con-
trol of both houses of Congress since
2014.

Over the years, the Supreme Court’s
power has also grown to levels the
founders would never have antici-
pated or approved of. Initiatives that
could never garner a majority in Con-
gress or state legislatures have become
the province of judicial declarations.

And while Supreme Court justices
appointed by Democratic presidents
have been reliably liberal, justices
nominated by Republican presidents
have often “grown” in the position to
become reliable votes for liberal caus-
es celebres.

Nixon nominee Harry Blackmun
authored the truly execrable opinion
in Roe v. Wade; Chief Justice John
Roberts, nominated by George W.
Bush, cast the deciding vote to save
Obamacare. Outgoing Justice An-
thony Kennedy, nominated by Ronald
Reagan, wrote the Obergefell v.
Hodges decision that heralded a con-
stitutional right to gay marriage. Re-
tired Justice John Paul Stevens (an-
other Nixon appointee) recently wrote
an editorial in which he argued that

the Second Amendment should be re-
pealed.

But the presidency of Donald
Trump has changed the game for the
left. Suddenly, Democrats are con-
cerned about the powers of the federal
government. (At least the presidency
and the judiciary. If the Republican-
controlled Congress ever gets around
to doing anything, no doubt we’ll
hear threats of dire consequences
there, as well.)

In addition to caterwauling about
Trump’s executive orders, the left is
now concerned that a conservative
majority on the Supreme Court is
protecting the First Amendment
speech and religion rights of Ameri-
cans on the right. (As Justice Elena
Kagan succinctly put it in her dissent
in Janus v. AFSCME, conservatives on
the Supreme Court are “weaponizing
the First Amendment.”)

This would be the perfect time for
Democrats to admit the shortsight-
edness of their earlier love affair with
increased federal government power,
and to rediscover the logic behind the
separation of powers and limits on
government found in the U.S. Con-
stitution. Instead, their strategy seems
to be to try to regain Democratic
control of all three branches of the fed-
eral government so that they can
wield power once again, without fear
— unlike Republicans — of any press
pushback.

We fought the Revolutionary War to
thrown off the yoke of monarchy;
why on earth are we working so dili-
gently to create another one? In place
of a permanent class of royalty and no-
bility, we have created a permanent po-
litical class in Washington, D.C.

The remedy is not merely packing
each branch of government with “our
guys,” but in realizing that the best
chance for freedom and progress can
be achieved when government is con-
fined to the roles set out for it in the
Constitution.
Laura Hollis teaches entrepre-
neurship and business law at
the University of Notre Dame.

Today is Friday, July 13,
the 194th day of 2018.
There are 171 days left in
the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On July 13, 1960, John
F. Kennedy won the Dem-
ocratic presidential nomi-
nation on the first ballot at
his party’s convention in
Los Angeles, outdrawing
rivals including Lyndon B.
Johnson, Stuart Syming-
ton and Adlai Stevenson.

On this date:
In 1787, the Congress of

the Confederation adopted
the Northwest Ordinance,
which established a gov-
ernment in the Northwest
Territory, an area corre-

sponding to the eastern
half of the present-day
Midwest.

In 1793, French revolu-
tionary writer Jean-Paul
Marat was stabbed to
death in his bath by Char-
lotte Corday, who was ex-
ecuted four days later.

In 1863, deadly rioting
against the Civil War mil-
itary draft erupted in New
York City. (The insurrec-
tion was put down three
days later.)

In 1923, a sign consist-
ing of 50-foot-tall letters
spelling out “HOLLY-
WOODLAND” was dedi-
cated in the Hollywood
Hills to promote a subdi-
vision (the last four letters

were removed in 1949).
In 1939, Frank Sinatra

made his first commercial
recording, “From the Bot-
tom of My Heart” and
“Melancholy Mood,” with
Harry James and his Or-
chestra for the Brunswick
label.

In 1965, President Lyn-
don B. Johnson nominat-
ed Thurgood Marshall to
be U.S. Solicitor General;
Marshall became the first
black jurist appointed to
the post. (Two years later,
Johnson nominated Mar-
shall to the U.S. Supreme
Court.)

In 1972, George Mc-
Govern received the Dem-
ocratic presidential nomi-

nation at the party’s con-
vention in Miami Beach.

In 1977, a blackout hit
New York City in the mid-
evening as lightning
strikes on electrical equip-
ment caused power to fail;
widespread looting broke
out. (The electricity was re-
stored about 25 hours lat-
er.)

In 1978, Lee Iacocca was
fired as president of Ford
Motor Co. by chairman
Henry Ford II.

In 1985, “Live Aid,” an
international rock concert
in London, Philadelphia,
Moscow and Sydney, took
place to raise money for
Africa’s starving people. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY
LETTERS must not exceed 350 words and ALL letters must be
typed or legibly written on paper, hand-signed and contain the
true name, address and phone for verification. Letters faxed or
e-mailed are acceptable but will be verified.
The Daily Leader reserves the right to condense or reject any
letter and limit frequent writers. The time period for letters writ-
ten by the same person is 30 days. Personal thank-you and con-
gratulatory letters will not be accepted.
THE VIEWS in letters and columns do not reflect the opinion of
the Daily Leader.

Betsy
McCaughey
Creators
Syndicate

Laura
Hollis 
Creators
Syndicate
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Take a chance and try new things. 

Spend more time with the people you 
love as well as with those who help you 
to be a better person. Make a commit-
ment that will improve your home and  
personal life. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) — An 
unexpected opportunity will give you 
a chance to use your talents in diverse 
ways. Expand your resume to include 
qualifications that boost your market-
ability and ensure higher returns. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — Stay in con-
trol, budget carefully and do your best 
to get along with the people who can 
influence the outcome of what you are 
trying to achieve. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Pay 
close attention to detail. A positive 
change to your appearance or pre-
sentation style will drum up interest. 
Socializing, romance and pleasure 
trips are favored. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) — Make 
your position clear and follow through 
with your plans. Don’t let opposition 
cause uncertainty. Adjust to situa-
tions you cannot change and keep 
moving forward. Avoid anyone trying 
to meddle in your affairs. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) — Learn 
from a quickly developing emotional 
situation. Draw on your intuition to 
help you sidestep a smooth talker 
trying to take advantage of you. 
Choose your friends and partners 
wisely. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
— Don’t make a spur-of-the-moment 

purchase. Discuss your plans with 
someone you know you can count on. 
Someone from your past will want to 
reconnect. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — A 
domestic change will make you feel 
good. Rearrangements or updates 
that will make your home run more 
efficiently should be put into play. A 
personal commitment can be made. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) — 
Listen to what’s being said and 
respond appropriately. Don’t overre-
act or let anyone pressure you to get 
involved in something that you cannot 
afford or simply don’t want. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) — Do 
things your way. You’ll stand out and 
make an impression on someone who 
will help you bring about a positive 
personal change. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) — Don’t 
let your emotions interfere with what 
you are trying to accomplish. Take 
care of your responsibilities regardless 
of what’s going on in your personal 
life. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) — Added 
discipline will help you start and stick 
to a new diet or fitness regimen. A 
new look will boost your confidence 
and encourage you to make a romantic 
gesture. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) — Before 
you make changes based on some-
one’s suggestion, find out how much 
it will cost. Ask questions and make 
decisions based on facts, not on 
assumptions. 

Each row, column and set 
of 3-by-3 boxes must con-
tain the numbers 1 through 9 
without repetition.

Answers to previous puzzle.

SUDOKU

COMICS

ARLO AND JANIS BY JIMMY JOHNSON

MONTY BY JIM MEDDICK

FRANK AND ERNEST BY THAVES

THE BORN LOSER BY CHIP SANSOM

BIG NATE BY LINCOLN PEIRCE

THATABABY BY PAUL TRAP

CROSSWORD

HERMAN BY JIM UNGER

ASTRO-GRAPH BY EUGENIA LAST

CRANKSHAFT

DILBERT

BY TOM BATIUK

BY SCOTT ADAMS
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Del Monte reported
that the trays were dis-
tributed to stores such as
County Market, along
with other retailers like
Kwik Trip, Kwik Star, De-
mond’s, Sentry, Potash,
Meehan’s, Country Mar-
ket, FoodMax Supermar-
ket and Peapod in Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Michigan,
Minnesota and Wiscon-
sin. While six- and 12-
ounce trays were also
recalled, only the 28-
ounce trays were distrib-
uted in Illinois. It is
unclear if there is a link
between the Del Monte
trays and McDonald’s sal-
ads.

“Although a link has
been made to salads sold
in McDonald’s restau-
rants in some Illinois

cases, public health offi-
cials continue to investi-
gate other sources,” IDPH
Director Nirav Shah said.
“If you ate a salad from
McDonald’s since mid-
May and developed diar-
rhea and fatigue, contact
a health care provider
about testing and treat-
ment.”

The IDPH said that
McDonald’s was fully co-
operating with the state
health departments, the
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and
the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration investiga-
tion, and was currently in
the process of removing
those salads from its
restaurants and distribu-
tions centers. The fast
food chain reported that it
was resupplying restau-
rants with salads from
other suppliers, according
to the state health agency.

People can become in-
fected with the intestinal
illness by consuming food
or water contaminated
with feces that contains
the parasite, though it is
not spread directly from

one person to another;
symptoms usually begin
about a week after expo-
sure, although some peo-
ple who are infected may
not have any, the IDPH
said.

CHICAGO (AP) — A former Lithuanian lawmaker
appeared close to fainting in a Chicago federal court-
room Thursday as a judge refused to halt her extradi-
tion to her homeland, where she faces charges
stemming from her claims about the existence of a ring
of influential pedophiles.

Lawyers for Neringa Venckiene, 47, said they would
immediately appeal the decision to the 7th U.S. District
Court of Appeals. That likely means Venckiene won’t be
forced on a plane back to Lithuania for at least several
weeks.

Venckiene was a central figure in a scandal that
gripped and divided Lithuanians before she fled to
Chicago in 2013 as prosecutors prepared charges. Also
a former judge, Venckiene is viewed by some Lithuani-
ans as a heroine for exposing a seedy criminal network,
but others see her as a manipulator who fabricated the
pedophilia claims.

As it became clear the ruling wasn’t going her way
Thursday in U.S. District Court, Venckiene — standing
in orange jail garb — appeared near to collapsing and
had to be helped to a seat. When the judge asked if she
wanted a break, Venckiene said: “No, no.” But the judge
recessed for five minutes anyway, as Venckiene drank
water and dabbed her face with a tissue.

Venckiene told The Associated Press in an interview
from her high-rise jail in Chicago earlier this year that
she feared shadowy figures she upset with her accusa-
tions about a pedophilia ring and corruption in Lithua-
nia could kill her if she is extradited.

“The judge pretty much signed my mom’s death sen-
tence,” her 19-year-old son, Karolis, told The Chicago
Tribune on Thursday. He said he was convinced she
couldn’t get a fair trial in Lithuania and that judges
would impose a tough sentence if she is found guilty.

The charges she faces in Lithuania include reporting
a false crime; disobeying an order to relinquish custody
of her 4-year-old niece, whom she alleges was one of the
pedophile ring’s victims; and hitting an officer as
dozens of police pried the girl from her arms in a raid.

U.S. judge refuses to
halt extradition of
Lithuanian ex-judge

Although most classes have access to Chromebook
laptops, Prairie Central School District is still making
use of a few desktop PCs. District Technology Coordi-
nator Colin Duncan prepares a desktop for student
use at the high school.  LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER

RECALLED
Continued from Page A1

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Liberal Democrats un-
veiled doomed legislation
Thursday aimed at abol-
ishing Immigration and
Customs Enforcement,
their eyes focused on gal-
vanizing voters for the
midterm elections.

The House’s top Repub-
lican scoffed that the
measure makes him “feel
very good” about Novem-
ber. GOP leaders moved
toward scheduling a vote
on the measure in hopes of
embarrassing and dividing
Democrats.

The dueling views of the
bill’s potential impact are
the latest example of how
immigration looms as a
vote-moving issue this fall,
when Democrats hope to
wrest control of the House
and perhaps the Senate
from the GOP. Public con-
cern over the problem
shows no signs of receding
soon, as the Trump ad-
ministration struggles to
reunite more than 2,000
migrant children they’ve
separated from parents
caught entering the U.S. il-
legally.

“It’s the craziest position
I’ve ever seen, and they are
just tripping over them-
selves to move too far to
the left,” House Speaker
Paul Ryan, R-Wis., told re-
porters Thursday about
Democrats’ bill. “They’re
out of the mainstream of
America, and that’s one of

the reasons why I feel very
good about this fall.”

The measure erasing
ICE has no chance of
going anywhere in the
GOP-run House. A Re-
publican aide said No. 3
party leader Rep. Steve
Scalise of Louisiana got a
strongly favorable reaction
from other top Republi-
cans on Thursday when he
suggested holding a vote
on the measure. The
staffer spoke on condition
of anonymity to describe
private conversations.

For liberal Democratic
activists, the agency has
become a symbol of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s ag-
gressive enforcement of
immigration laws, and
abolishing it has morphed
into a campaign rallying
cry.

“The president is using
ICE as a mass-deportation
force to rip apart the
moral fabric of our na-
tion,” said Rep. Mark
Pocan, D-Wis., the lead
sponsor. A day earlier, he
said in a brief interview,
“This is where the grass-
roots are.”

While many liberals say
ICE has terrified the im-
migrant community by
abusively conducting
roundups outside schools
and job sites, Republicans
say it helps curb crime and
illegal drugs. Republicans
and some Democrats see
abolition as political over-

reach that will help the
GOP paint Democratic
candidates as extremists.

Underscoring its limited
appeal, just eight other
Democrats initially signed
onto the measure with
Pocan. One who didn’t,
Rep. Gerald Connolly, D-
Va., said it could distract
from the focus on separat-
ing families, which polls
show is highly unpopular.

“Just when something is
working overwhelmingly,
why would we decide to
take a different course?”
Connolly said.

Rep. Pramila Jayapal,
D-Wash., another sponsor,
said backers would join
other Democrats and op-
pose their own bill. She
said the legislation was
aimed at focusing atten-
tion on Trump’s policies
and was “not a serious at-
tempt to do anything.”

Voting “no,” however,
could alienate liberal vot-
ers.

Under the bill, a com-
mission would assign
ICE’s duties to other agen-
cies and it would cease to
exist within a year.

The immigration fight
also flared at the House
Appropriations Commit-
tee, where the two parties
clashed this week over
Trump’s policy of separat-
ing families.

Republicans on that
panel batted down Demo-
cratic proposals that un-
dercut the
administration’s zero tol-
erance policy of prosecut-
ing and detaining
migrants caught entering
the U.S. illegally. One
Democratic plan would
have blocked money for
tent cities to house unac-
companied children.

was $192,000 and our 2017-18
campaign, it was $201,000, so
we’ve increased every year,” she
said. “However, the need of the
agencies increases every year as
well. This year, we got asked for
$260,000 in allocation money. To
go from a number of $201,000 to
$260,000 is a big, big jump.”

Howard stated that among the
hardest parts of the United Way’s
responsibilities was to look at how
to allocate funds when a total re-
quest was not met, and then having
to figure out which of the four areas
her organization concerns itself
with — health, education, welfare
and financial stability — was most
needing aid and which agencies
needed aid the most.

On the bright side,
however, Howard
noted that United
Way’s $201,000 goal
for 2017-18 has al-
ready been met, and that they are
still months away from kicking off
their campaign for 2018-19 with
fundraising events left on this cycle.
The money raised from now until
October, she said, would go toward
giving the next cycle a big head
start, since the goal was raised to
$208,000 for 2018-19. And those
events are becoming a staple for
programs like United Way.

“Area United Ways all over the
country are having a hard time
making their goal, and so we’ve
turned a little bit more event-based
than just donations than we ever
have been,” the executive director
said. “That’s absolutely been a cru-
cial part as to why, in my belief, that

the head start we’ll have in our
2018-19 drive will be way ahead of
any year before.”

But more than just the imple-
mentation of new fundraising
strategies, Howard attributed the
success for hitting ever-increasing
funding goals on the continued sup-
port from the community.

“The people of Livingston County
understand United Way, they un-
derstand the need in the commu-
nity and they understand its not
about a ‘hand out,’ but a ‘hand up,’”
she said. “They get that its crucial to
have a good community to live in
for their own children, even if they
don’t use any of the services or
agencies United Way supports, they
want a good neighborhood for their
children to grow up in. When you
have a strong United Way, you’ve
also created a strong neighbor-
hood.”
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PCHS, schools in Fairbury
use the high-speed net-
work with few connection
issues. However, that was
not the case for district
schools in Forrest and
Chatsworth.

“In Fairbury, we didn’t
have any slowdowns be-
cause we were getting the
wireless connection di-
rectly from Chenoa,” Dun-
can said. “However, the
signal we were passing
along to Forrest and
Chatsworth with the old
equipment was right at
the edge of our capabili-
ties.

“Sometimes it was so
slow that it was basically
unusable. They would call
me up and say, ‘our Inter-
net is out.’ And I would
check it and find that it
wasn’t out, just extremely
slow.”

The recently installed
communications tower
has enabled the district to
install a stronger link
provider, which will en-
able the other buildings to
have increased network
speeds.

“We planned on moving

to some higher-end
equipment, but that
equipment was more than
our old tower could sup-
port. It just wasn’t built to
hold the weight of today’s
equipment,” Duncan said.
“Our new equipment will
allow us to provide a
stronger link to Forrest
that will have the capacity
to support the junior high
and upper elementary. We
plan to piggy-back the
Forrest link to
Chatsworth, so they will
see an improvement in In-
ternet speeds this year,
too.”

In addition to increas-
ing network connectivity,
Duncan said he will also
be upgrading the network
access points in each
building, which will
greatly improve the net-
work capabilities of each
school. 

“It will enable more
speed and more devices to
be connected simultane-
ously,” Duncan said.
“We’re not putting more
access points in, but the
newer access points will
support more devices.
This will allow more peo-
ple to use the Internet at
the same time without
slowdown.”
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People hold a rally outside the Federal Courthouse in
Bridgeport, Conn. on Wednesday. BRIAN A.
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