
   SPRINGFIELD (AP) — Illinois House De-
mocrats proposed Tuesday an increase in the
personal income tax rate by 32 percent, a
four-year freeze in property taxes and in-
creases in funding for education and social
service programs.
   Most of those proposals were part of a
$36.5-billion Democratic budget plan that is
$800 million less than Republican Gov.
Bruce Rauner proposed last winter. They also
said it’s nearly $3 billion less than will go out
the door this year because of spending re-
quired by law and payments mandated by
the courts even though the state has not had

a budget for two year. It is the longest any
state has gone without a budget since at least
the Great Depression.
   The property tax freeze, which has been a
longstanding Rauner demand, was proposed
separate from the budget.
   “I’m not saying that this is perfect. I’m not
saying it completely meets all the requests of
the governor. But I think it goes a long way
toward giving the state of Illinois a good,
solid spending plan that responds to the real
needs of the people of the state,” House
Speaker Michael Madigan, a Chicago Demo-

Dems propose 4-year
property tax freeze

By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

   More than 1,500 youth
from across the county
have attended the Boys
and Girls Club of Liv-
ingston County since CEO
Gary Beckman took over
in 2001. After 16 years in
leadership, Beckman has
announced he is headed
for Sedalia, Mo., to work
as the CEO for the Boys
and Girls Club of West
Central Missouri.
   “I start on July 24,”
Beckman, a Missouri na-
tive, said. “It’s a good
growth opportunity for
me, professionally. I am
excited about it, but at the
same time I’ve dedicated
many years to the people
here, so there is a heavy
feeling from that.”

   Although he wouldn’t
be named CEO until
2001, Beckman started
out as the program direc-
tor for the Boys and Girls
Club of Livingston County
back in 1995. He had pre-
viously worked with teens
and adults at a YMCA in
Chicago, so Beckman said
the opportunity to work-
ing with youth in Pontiac
was a welcome one.
   “I realized quickly it was
a really great position to
have,” Beckman said. “I
was here for about a year
and a half and organized
all the sports, afterschool
programs and events on
Saturdays.” 
   Beckman took his first
CEO position at Fair-
bury’s Boys and Girls Club
of Prairie Central, where
he worked for four and a

half years, before return-
ing to Pontiac in February
of 2001 as the club’s new
CEO.
   “When I started as CEO
in Pontiac, we were aver-
aging 35 kids after
school,” Beckman said.
“Within a year we doubled
that number and within
another year we doubled
that. We’ve been able to
maintain an attendance of
right around 150 since
then and developed great
community partnerships
as well.”
   One of the highlights
during Beckman’s tenure
at the club was the new
addition to the building in
2003. With the addition,
the club gained four class-
rooms and office space. 
   “The space is now being

By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   In his time on earth, and in the Pontiac com-
munity, there wasn’t much that Donovan
Gardner wasn’t instru-
mentally involved in: a
nearly two-decade tenure
on the Pontiac City Coun-
cil, his status as chief ad-
ministrator of both the
Pontiac Area Chamber of
Commerce and Evenglow
Lodge, a stint on the Liv-
ingston County Board
and his active involve-
ment in the First United
Methodist Church.
   Some of the people who knew him best de-
scribed him variously as positive, practical,
knowledgeable, personable and beloved. Gard-
ner passed away Saturday at the age of 84.
   Pontiac City Administrator Bob Karls re-
called that Gardner, a member of the city coun-
cil from April 1999 until his resignation in
September 2016, arrived in town back in 1950s
as the Chamber of Commerce director. Karls
described Gardner as having a keen business
acumen, interested in all sorts of commerce ac-
tivity around the community. Gardner’s last
passion, Karls noted, was the Hampton Inn
Hotel project.
   “The one project Don was most interested in
of late was the hotel,” he said. “He worked for
the past six years, helping the mayor, to make
it happen. He worked very, very hard on it. He
always said he wasn’t going to resign until that
was accomplished. Then it got accomplished,
so he got to move away with work he could be
proud of.
   “He was just a positive guy, and always a joy
to be around.”

Gardner
meant
much to
community

DONOVAN GARDNER
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Boys and Girls Club of Livingston County CEO Gary Beckman, here surrounded by
a group of young people, has worked with more than 1,500 youth in the commu-
nity during his 16 years with the club. LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER

Mason Bob Paris volunteered his time to help rebuild the wheelchair ramp at St. Mary's
Catholic Church on Tuesday. LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER
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3 Chicago police
officers indicted
in McDonald case

CHICAGO (AP) —
Three Chicago police offi-
cers were indicted Tues-
day on felony charges that
they conspired to cover
up the actions of a white
police officer who shot
and killed 17-year-old
Laquan McDonald, and
that the officers lied when
they said the black
teenager “aggressively”
swung a knife at them
and tried to get up from
the ground still armed
after he was shot.

The indictment alleges
that one current and two
former officers lied about
the events of Oct. 20,
2014, when Officer Jason
Van Dyke shot the
teenager 16 times.

The officers’ narratives
contradict what can be
seen on police dashcam
video, in which the
teenager spins after he
was shot and falls to the
ground — seemingly in-
capacitated — as the offi-
cer continues to fire shot
after shot into his body.
The indictment further
alleges that officers lied
when they said McDon-
ald ignored Van Dyke’s
verbal commands and
that one of the officers
signed off on a report that
claimed the other two of-
ficers were, in fact, vic-
tims of an attack by
McDonald.

“The co-conspirators
created police reports in
the critical early hours
and days following the
killing of Laquan McDon-
ald that contained impor-
tant false information,”
says the indictment in
which the three are
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Building a wall

Today — Partly sunny, with a high
near 84. Breezy, with a south wind 15
to 20 mph.  

Tonight — Showers and thunder-
storms likely, late. Low around 70.
South wind 10 to 15 mph.

Thursday — A 50 percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms. High near 85. Low around 70. South-
west wind 10 to 15 mph.

Friday — Showers and thunderstorms likely. High
near 81. Low around 64.
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charged with felony counts
of obstruction of justice,
official misconduct and
conspiracy.

The indictments mark
the latest chapter in what
has been one of the most
troubling stories in the
history of a police force
dogged by allegations of
racism, brutality and the
protection of officers who
brutalize African-Ameri-
cans. The video sparked
massive protests, cost the
police superintendent his
job and left the city scram-
bling to implement re-
forms to regain shattered
public trust.

In January, the Depart-
ment of Justice issued a
scathing report that found
that the department had
violated the constitutional
rights of residents for
years, including by too
often using excessive force
and killing suspects who
posed no threat.

Around the country,
there are renewed ques-

tions whether the legal
system is willing to punish
officers, particularly after
two police officers — one
in in Milwaukee and the
other in Minnesota —
were acquitted and a mis-
trial was declared in
Cincinnati in the shoot-
ings of blacks that were
captured by video.

Patricia Brown Holmes
— appointed special pros-
ecutor last July to investi-
gate officers at the scene
and involved in the inves-
tigation of the shooting —
said in a news release that
the three — David March,
Joseph Walsh and Thomas
Gaffney — “coordinated
their activities to protect
each other and other
members of the Chicago
Police Department,” in-
cluding by filing false po-
lice reports, ignoring
contrary evidence and not
even attempting to inter-
view keys witnesses.

“The indictment makes
clear that these defendants
did more than merely obey
an unofficial ‘code of si-
lence,” Holmes said in the
statement. “It alleges that

they lied about what oc-
curred to prevent inde-
pendent criminal
investigators from learn-
ing the truth.”

The officers allegedly
began to conspire almost
immediately on the day of
the shooting, “to conceal
the true facts of the events
surrounding the killing of
Laquan McDonald” and
“to shield their fellow offi-
cer from criminal investi-
gation and prosecution.”

The indictment alleges
that the officers under-
stood that, if video and
other evidence became
public, “it would inex-
orably lead to a thorough
criminal investigation by
an independent body and

likely criminal charges.”
It details Walsh’s claim

— contradicted by the
video — in which the offi-
cer contends that, “When
McDonald got within 12 to
15 feet of the officers he
swung the knife toward
the officers in an aggres-
sive manner and that as
Van Dyke was shooting
McDonald the teen con-
tinued moving on the
ground, attempting to get
up while still armed with
the knife.”

Johnson didn’t com-
ment specifically on the
indictment. Kevin Gra-
ham, president of the offi-
cers’ union, said the union
has not yet reviewed it and
declined to comment.
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CHAMPAIGN (AP) — The FBI has located the car
that a missing Chinese scholar studying at the Univer-
sity of Illinois was last seen getting into earlier this
month, the FBI said Tuesday.

The University of Illinois Police Department and the
FBI received numerous leads regarding the black Sat-
urn Astra that surveillance video showed Yingying
Zhang getting into on June 9, the agency said in a state-
ment.

FBI spokesman Brad Ware declined to provide fur-
ther details, including where and when the car was
found. But in the statement, the agency said: “We have
developed several additional leads and would like to re-
mind the public that this is still an active investigation.”

The FBI is offering up to $10,000 for information
leading to the location of the 26-year-old woman.

The disappearance has been labeled a kidnapping but
police have not ruled out other scenarios. Local police
and the FBI said her case is top priority.

Car related to missing
Chinese scholar found

Cheri Lambert, herself the one-
time executive director of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, said Gardner was
“tireless” in his pursuit of economic
development opportunities.

“He was a man for the creation of
new development,” she said. “He
was highly interested in bringing in
new jobs, business opportunities or
just nice things for the residents of
Pontiac … He was never worried
about being on the frontline, but he
was just always wanting to be in-
volved in making things better for
our community.

“You had to see people with that
kind of longevity and passion disap-
pear from the community, and my
heart breaks because he was well
and truly passionate about making
things better.”

Someone who had both political
and personal insight to Gardner was
his neighbor, county board member
Mike Ingles. Ingles had been mayor
of Pontiac from 1989 to 2005, so
their tenure serving the city had
some overlap.

“As an alderman, he was very in-
volved, was one of those who did his
homework and actually talked to his
constituents, as opposed to just the
mayor and other councilmen,” In-
gles said.

Ingles said that in some of the
more contentious decisions faced by
the county government, who could
rely on Gardner for advice, the lat-
ter having himself served on the
county board from May 1972 to No-
vember 1978.

Ingles mentioned his neighbor
was active not just in the commu-
nity and with his church, but with
his person, keeping in shape
through rigorous activities such as
bicycling. He humorously recalled
that Gardner push-mowed his yard,
much larger than Ingles’ own, while
the former mayor had a riding lawn-
mower.

“We always joked about that,” he
said. “Besides being practical, logi-
cal and applying common sense and
pragmatism to things, he definitely
had a lighter side.”

First United Methodist Church
Rev. Tom Goodell said that Gardner
was “a very engaging guy who knew
how to get things done,” mentioning
not only his heavy involvement in
the local church governance, but
also for his crucial involvement in
getting a center for all of the state’s
Methodist ministries built in
Springfield.

“He had a gift for helping people
make good decisions and move peo-
ple to get things done,” he said. “He
was a very beloved figure within the
church, and in the larger commu-
nity, as well.”

Dick Dievendorf, a fellow parish-
ioner at the city’s Methodist church,
noted Gardner’s thorough involve-
ment with the congregation.

“He was actively involved, very
friendly, outgoing and knew a lot
about lots of subjects,” he said. “He
will definitely be missed by us.”

Someone Gardner served as a
mentor of sorts to was current Even-
glow CEO Mark Hovren. Hovren re-
called that Gardner was serving as
interim director of the nursing
home in the late 1970s when the for-
mer first began his career there.

“I learned a lot from him,” he said.
“I learned about market sources, I
learned about sources of informa-
tion on the market, and I learned a
lot about boards and how they oper-
ate and should operate. He was al-
ways very personable and open to
ideas. He was a person who wanted
to help other people here, whether
that was residents or staff or some-
one like me. He was interested in
other people, and that’s always to be
cherished.”

“He was so personable and had a
willingness to get involved,” Ingles
concluded. “That kind of individual
is rare, and a treasure. I’m going to
miss him personally and so is the
community.”

Goodell said that there would be a
3 p.m. service for Gardner at the
First United Methodist Church on
Sunday.

GARDNER
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rented by Heartland Head Start, we
partnered with Livingston County
Special Services Unit to make that
happen. They held a junior high
and high school program in that ad-
dition for 10 years.”

Reflecting on 16 years of service,
Beckman says he is inspired to have
worked with so many youth in the
community.

“It helps keep me young,” he said.
“One of the great things about this
position is getting to see families
grow and youth in the community
develop themselves to become suc-
cessful. It’s been great to see these
kids start out in our sports pro-
grams, many of them come in quiet
shy and reserved. Over time you
start to see them become confident
enough in themselves to speak their
opinions and try new things —
that’s exciting.”

What Beckman will miss most is

the people. He recently began the
task of moving out of his office and
has uncovered some sentimental

documents along the way.
“It helps me remember the early

years,” Beckman said. “I’ve made so
many friends along the way and so
have the kids.

“The programs are great, I love
the things we do, but it’s about
making sure the kids develop good
relationships with leaders in the
community. If you don’t help chil-
dren develop these relationships,
they won’t have an opportunity to
see how significant their role is to
the community.

“I hope I’ve inspired people to do
better, find their own successes and
ultimately give back to the commu-
nity.”

Carol Poshard, program director
for the Boys and Girls Club, said
working with Beckman has been a
great experience.

“I’ve watched him make a lot of
changes over the years,” Poshard
said. “It’s been an amazing adven-
ture. We’re very happy for him, but
we will definitely miss his experi-
ence.”

BECKMAN
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crat, said after a 90-
minute meeting of the
four legislative leaders in
his state Capitol office.

Republicans reacted
warily because Democrats
have yet to submit legisla-
tion on an income-tax in-
crease. “Based on the
Democrats’ past actions, I
can’t take their word that
this is a balanced budget,”
House Republican Leader
Jim Durkin of Western
Springs said.

But there are many
moving pieces that must
line up before Rauner and
Democrats who control
the General Assembly can
stave off the start of a third
consecutive fiscal year Sat-
urday without a budget
plan. If there is no budget
agreement by then, debt
rating agencies have
threatened to make Illi-
nois the first state to ever
have the credit rating of
“junk.”

Rauner and Democrats
have been unable to agree
on a blueprint in part be-
cause Rauner has insisted
on “structural” changes to
limit workers’ compensa-
tion costs and reduce state
employee pension-pro-
gram debt, freeze local
property taxes, and con-
solidate or eliminate su-
perfluous government
bodies.

The Democratic spend-
ing outline doesn’t answer
how lawmakers would
tackle the stalemate’s fis-
cal legacy: a $15 billion
mountain of past-due bills
and billions of dollars
spent the past six months
that were never appropri-
ated. Despite no budget
since June 2015, the gov-
ernment has crawled
along, fueled by court-or-
dered spending and tem-
porary appropriations.

The House Democrats’
announcement came on
the eighth day of special
session called by Rauner
in advance of the fiscal
year’s close. But any
budget that takes effect
immediately needs a
three-fifths supermajority
vote in each house.
Rauner’s office did not im-
mediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

The plan would increase
the personal income tax
rate from 3.75 percent to
4.95 percent — the highest
Republicans have said

they are willing to go —
which would raise about
$5 billion more annually,
said the Democrats’
budget negotiator, Rep.
Greg Harris of Chicago.
There are other ways in
which the proposal resem-
bles a $37.3 billion frame-
work the Senate adopted
in late May but which the
House didn’t take up be-
fore the May 31 end of the
regular session.

Included are spending
cuts similar to those pro-
posed in the Senate bill.
Harris didn’t know the
total of proposed reduc-
tions; the Senate plan pur-
ported to cut $3 billion.

Harris said the House
plan would add $350 mil-
lion to elementary and
secondary education and
boost spending for school-
related services such as
transportation and school
lunches by $65 million.
Higher education would
be cut by 5 percent, half of
what the Senate proposed.
State operations, such as
employees or routine serv-
ices offered in key agencies
would also be cut 5 per-
cent to provide additional
funding for other pro-
grams, such as violence
prevention, autism educa-
tion and breast and cervi-
cal cancer screening.

Madigan said he would
call floor votes on the non-
budget issues Wednesday.
A House committee ad-
vanced a four-year prop-
erty-tax freeze Tuesday
that carves out Chicago, its
schools and 17 other dis-
tressed school districts.
Republicans object to
some provisions, such as
an exception for Chicago,
and want others, such as
allowing voters to extend
the freeze when it ends.

But Majority Leader
Barbara Flynn Currie of
Chicago pointed out that
for governmental bodies
that are exempted, exist-
ing law limits property tax
increases to 5 percent or
the inflation rate,
whichever is less..

She said the measure
also increases homestead
exemptions and other
property-tax breaks for
seniors, the disabled and
more.

“This would not only
freeze property taxes as a
matter of the whole dis-
trict’s taxing ability,” Cur-
rie said, “but also provide
very specific relief to every
homeowner in Illinois.”
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Gary Beckman will begin a new job
in a similar position to his current
role as CEO of the Boys and Girls
Club of Livingston County.  LUKE

SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER


