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69th Annual
Threshermen’s Reunion

Aug. 31-Sept. 4

By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

After last year's Central
States Threshermen's Re-
union was canceled due to
standing water and poor
ground conditions at
Thershermen's Park in
Pontiac, Reunion Presi-
dent Dave Herz is excited
to kick off this year's event
on Aug. 31.

"When we had to make
the decision to cancel the
event last year, it was the
hardest decision we've
ever made," Herz said.
"So, we're looking forward
to getting back on track
this year."

Herz said volunteers
who run the equipment
and put on the displays
during the Reunion have
a special understanding of
what it means to show
and run the old equip-
ment. 

"Whether it's a steam
engine or a prairie tractor,
there is a lot of pride in
what they have done to
keep these machines run-
ning," Herz said. 

"Especially the really
old equipment from 1910
to 1940. It takes a lot of
time and effort to get
something like that back
in working order, let alone
do all the paint work and
cosmetic work that makes
them look nice. So, there
is a lot of pride in what we
do and what we offer."
Although the event is
about celebrating agri-
cultural heritage and ed-
ucation, there is still a lot
of work that goes on dur-
ing the event. 

The saw mill starts at
about 9:30 a.m. each day
of the Reunion and the
separator run twice per
day. The corn sheller also

runs twice per day and
the black smiths are al-
ways hammering. 

"We do a lot of work
during the show," Herz
said. "My day starts at 6
a.m. during the Reunion
and on tractor pull nights,
I don't get done until 11
p.m. Now, I'm not doing
hard manual labor during
those hours, but there is
still work that goes on
from early in the morning
to late at night.

"I have a group of guys
and a group of volunteers
who are willing to put
that much time into this
event because they love
what they are doing. 

They don't just love
bringing their tractors and
equipment out for the
show, but they love what
they are doing for the
Threshermen, sharing the
experience of agriculture's
past with other people."

When Herz started at-
tending the Reunion in
the early 1990s, the
Threshermen's Reunion
was known by the guys in-
volved in it as a steam
show. 

Even though the num-
bers are down on the
steam engines scheduled
to be in attendance —
there will probably be 6 or
8 there this year — Herz
said it's really fun to watch
the owners work.

"They take a lot of pride
in their equipment," Herz
said. "I think if people
came out, they would find
something special for
themselves."

One of the featured
tractors this year is John
Deere. Herz said there are
many farmers in the area
who recognize John Deere
equipment as a family
brand. 

"For them, this year's
reunion is an opportunity
to come out and see some
of the equipment that
their family members had,
it's a sentimental feeling,"
Herz said. 

"There is always some-
thing to see. Personally, I
like to see the prairie trac-
tors. They are these big
gas engine tractors that
were used to plow that
prairie where our grounds
are and even further west,
that's pretty special for
me."

Up until two years ago,
Herz was the youngest di-
rector for the reunion.
Now the reunion is start-
ing to add some younger
volunteers, who are just as
excited about the event
as the older board mem-
bers.

"They want to see this
show continue running,"
Herz said. "We've still got
guys who were on the
board in the mid-1970s,
but we needed to get some
younger people involved. 

We've been able to do
that in the last few years,
so I don't see the Thresh-
ermen's going away any-
time soon. I may not be
around for it, but there are
people that come out now
that will see the 100th
anniversary of the Central
States Threshermen's Re-
union."

Looking forward to a great
reunion

"I have a group of
guys and a group of
volunteers who are
willing to put that
much time into this
event because they
love what they are
doing.” — Dave
Herz

This year’s Thresher-
men’s Parade will kick off
on Sunday, September 3 at
1:15 pm. Each year be-
tween 10,000 and 15,000
people line the streets to
enjoy the parade. The pa-
rade winds through down-
town Pontiac on Mill and
Main Streets.

“We are so excited to
celebrate the chamber’s
100th anniversary with
this year’s parade. Our
theme is ‘100 Years in the
Past. 100 Years in the Fu-
ture,’ said Mindi Terrell,
Executive Director of the
Pontiac Area Chamber.
The parade began some-
time in the mid-1950s;
and the Pontiac Area
Chamber has been organ-
izing it almost since the be-
ginning.”

“We are so excited to
keep this vibrant tradition
going, remarked Terrell.
Local businesses and com-
munity members give the
parade fantastic support.
Instead of one grand mar-
shal for the parade, the
chamber is inviting past
grand marshals to be the
grand marshal for this
year.”

“Major sponsors for this
year’s parade include:  En-
bridge, Floyd & Alta Byrne
Trust, Avangrid, City of
Pontiac, State Bank of

Graymont, Pontiac RV and
Fogarty's Garage, stated
Terrell. We could not con-
tinue to do this year-after-
year without our sponsors,
both big and small.”

In addition, the parade
costs the chamber about
$7,000 to put on each year.
If you would like to spon-
sor the parade or put an
entry in the parade, con-
tact the chamber at
815.844.5131. 

This year the South
Shore Drill Team will be
part of the parade again
this year along with the
Pontiac Township High

School Marching Band,
several Shriner clubs and
much more.

The Pontiac Area Cham-
ber of Commerce is a non-
profit organization com-
mitted to creating and
maintaining a favorable
business climate in the
Pontiac area; and to stim-
ulating pride and involve-
ment among its con-
stituency. It was created in
1917 and currently has
more than 240 member
businesses from Pontiac
and the surrounding com-
munities.

Pontiac Chamber Celebrates 100th
Anniversary at Threshermen’s 
Parade on Sunday, September 3
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