
Event designed to keep
happy memories alive
By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

   FAIRBURY — For the second year in a
row, Craig Crutcher and Connie Cook are or-
ganizing “A Ride to Remember.” The free
event is an opportunity for people to remem-
ber the loved ones they’ve lost while traveling
around the area to such destinations as
Cherry Red Roasters in Dwight, Finish Line
in Chenoa, Boondocks in Seneca and EJ
Karz in Verona.
   “We created this ride in an effort to set
aside a day to remember our loved ones who
have passed,” Cook said. “All of us have many
angels who watch over us. We would like
everyone to join us to share many memories

and create new ones with family and friends.
There will be a banner you can share com-
ments and names of the ones you have lost.”
   The ride, which will be held Sunday, Sept.
10, is also a day to reflect on those lost in ter-
rorist attacks on 9/11. An American flag will
be given to the first 100 participants. In ad-
dition to the flags, there will also be a smoked
pork meal when the group returns to Good
Life Gaming and Spirits bar, located at 206
W. Locust St., Fairbury, which is also where
the event begins.
   “Cars are welcome and bikes are welcome,
but it always seems like we get a lot of bikes,”
Cook said. “The event used to be a fundraiser,
but now it’s just a free event. We really want

Focused on health and flavor is Route 66 Nutrition

RIDING TO REMEMBER

By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   The pursuit of a dream is
never easy. Often, it requires
total commitment and sacri-
fice. Two people who could at-
test to this are Lindsay Rich
and Rachel Schopp, both of
whom quit their jobs to start a
business together — Route 66
Nutrition, located at 113 N.
Mill St., site of the old Ra-
dioShack. The venture, which
opened Sunday, is a nutrition
club that serves “healthy milk-
shakes” and “energizing teas,”
while also offering a fitness
regimen called cardio drum-
ming.
   The decision to open their
doors Sunday, in the midst of
the bustle created by the
Threshermen’s Parade, was
an auspicious one; Rich said

that they served 87 unique
customers. It was also a good
calculation rather than mere
good fortune, as the duo cor-
rectly banked on the collective
need for cool-down given all
the walking scores of people
had to do.
   Rich said that the nutri-
tional shakes that they offer,
which come in a variety of de-
lectable-sounding flavors, can
be considered “guilt free.”
   “They don’t taste healthy,”
she said. “They taste like a
milkshake should — they
taste like ice cream.”
   “They’re all under 200 calo-
ries,” Schopp added. “They
also have over 17 grams of
protein and  four grams of
sugar, but that’s all plant-
based, from beets and every-
thing, so it’s healthy for you.”
   In addition to being a self-

described “health and tea
shop,” open from 6 a.m. to 6
p.m. on weekdays and 8 a.m.
to noon on Saturdays, Rich
said that the goal of the pair’s
new business was the creation
of a welcoming environment
for patrons.
   “We want this to be a posi-
tive environment for people to
come to, and for them to be
around other positive people,”
she said.
   As distributors (known as
“coaches”) of Herbalife prod-
ucts, Schopp noted that the
decision to open the store
came from the encourage-
ment of fellow Herbalife
coaches operating similar
businesses around the coun-
try.
   “We’ve seen those coaches
in Ottawa and also in Texas do

   NEW YORK (AP) — North Korea’s leader is
“begging for war,” the U.S. ambassador said
Monday at an emergency meeting of the U.N.
Security Council, as members called for pun-
ishing the country with even stronger sanc-
tions for its powerful nuclear test.
   Ambassador Nikki
Haley said the U.S. would
look at countries doing
business with the North
— which include China —
and planned to circulate a
resolution this week with
the goal of getting it ap-
proved Sept. 11.
   “Enough is enough.
War is never something
the United States wants.
We don’t want it now. But our country’s pa-
tience is not unlimited,” Haley said.
   “The United States will look at every country
that does business with North Korea as a coun-
try, that is giving aid to their reckless and dan-
gerous nuclear intentions,” she said.
   The move came as South Korea said it was
seeing preparations in the North for an ICBM
test and fired missiles into the sea to simulate
an attack on the North’s main nuclear test site.
   Also on Monday, President Donald Trump
spoke by phone with South Korean President
Moon Jae-in and agreed that Sunday’s under-
ground nuclear test by North Korea was an un-
precedented provocation. The two leaders also
agreed to remove the limit on the payload of
South Korean missiles.
   The emergency U.N. session was scheduled
after North Korea said it detonated the hydro-
gen bomb and came six days after the council
strongly condemned what it called Py-
ongyang’s “outrageous” launch of a ballistic
missile over Japan. Less than a month ago, the
council imposed its stiffest sanctions yet on
Kim Jong Un’s reclusive nation.
   Still, the U.S. resolution faces an uncertain
future. Russia and China have both proposed
a two-pronged approach: North Korea would
suspend its nuclear and missile development,
and the United States and South Korea would
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Parading downtown

Rachel Schopp and Lindsay Rich, owners of the new Route 66 Nutri-
tion shake and tea shop, have fun demonstrating cardio drumming
Monday after a successful opening the day before. PAUL
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The annual Threshermen's Parade, held Sunday, is a mixture of the new and the old, with
plenty for all ages to enjoy.  JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

IDOT looking to
hire winter staff

SPRINGFIELD (AP) —
The Illinois Department
of Transportation is look-
ing for temporary em-
ployees to help with snow
and ice removal this win-
ter.

IDOT says it’s hiring
people for full-time and
on-call positions across
Illinois. The application
deadline is Sept. 13.

The annual “snowbird”
program requires workers
to respond and work in
emergency conditions at
any time, including
nights, weekends and hol-
idays.

IDOT says applicants
must have a commercial
driver’s license and pass a
criminal background
check. Vision testing,
drug and alcohol screen-
ing and a pre-employ-
ment physical also are
required.

Full-time, temporary
employees help maintain
highways, including re-
pair and upkeep of roads
and bridges. On-call
workers operate snow
plows and salt spreaders
during emergency
weather situations.

The winter seasonal
program typically occurs
from Oct. 16 through
April 15.

Southern Illinois
mine donated to
bat conservation
group

ELCO (AP) — Owners
of a one-time silica mine
in southern Illinois are
donating the property to
a Michigan-based group
that works to help the en-
dangered Indiana bat.
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Today — Sunny, with a high near 72.
West northwest wind 5 to 15 mph,
with gusts as high as 25 mph.

Tonight — Partly cloudy, with a low
around 46. Northwest wind 5 to 10
mph.

Wednesday — Mostly sunny, with a slight chance of
showers in the afternoon. High near 66. North north-
west wind 5 to 10 mph. Low around 47.

Thursday — Partly sunny, with a high near 69. Low
around 46.
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