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   Each year, the Pontiac Area Chamber of
Commerce bestows upon a local resident its
ATHENA Leadership Award, in association
with ATHENA International, named after
the Greek goddess of wisdom, to a woman or
man who is “honored for professional excel-
lence, community service and for actively as-
sisting women in their attainment of
professional excellence and leadership skills,”

according to ATHENA International’s web-
site.
   On Wednesday, Heather Schweizer, the
first-ever woman physician to join the OSF
Medical Group in the Livingston County
area, charged into the foyer-level conference
room at the OSF St. James-John W. Albrecht
Medical Center, thinking she was interrupt-
ing a meeting underway. Much to her sur-
prise, she was instead greeted with applause
and the announcement that she was this
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Trump and his agenda
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   WASHINGTON (AP)
— There was no dam
break of Republican ran-
cor against Donald Trump
on Wednesday, a day after
a pair of the party’s
prominent senators de-
nounced their president
and invited colleagues to
join them. Instead, most
GOP lawmakers rallied
around Trump and his
agenda, with one all but
saying “good riddance” to
Jeff Flake of Arizona and
Bob Corker of Tennessee.
   “Maybe we do better by
having some of the people
who just don’t like him
leave, and replace them
with somebody else,” Sen.
Jim Inhofe of Oklahoma
told The Associated Press.

“And I think that’s what’s
happening.”
   Trump heartily agreed,
declaring that both men
were retiring because they
couldn’t win re-election,
and “I think I’m probably
helped greatly in Arizona
by what happened with
Sen. Flake.”
   Inhofe went further
than most GOP lawmak-
ers, but he had plenty of
company in his refusal to
echo the criticisms of
Flake and Corker. Trump
himself proclaimed he
was leading a party uni-
fied in its pursuit of tax
cut legislation.
   “There is great unity in
the Republican Party,” he
contended as he left the

White House for a hurri-
cane briefing and other
events in Texas. Claiming
a show of affection at his
appearance at a Senate
GOP lunch a day earlier,
Trump said: “I called it a
lovefest. It was almost a
lovefest. Maybe it was a
lovefest.” He’s said repeat-
edly that he got multiple
standing ovations.
   But if the lunch — no
outsiders allowed — dis-
played unity of sorts, the
events that preceded and
followed it did the oppo-
site. First Corker and then
Flake blistered Trump
with criticism, accusing
him of leading the nation
into a moral black hole.

See ‘TRUMP’ Page A6

   WASHINGTON (AP) — Premiums for the
most popular “Obamacare” plans are going up
an average of 34 percent, according to a study
Wednesday that confirms dire predictions
about the impact of political turmoil on con-
sumers.
   Window-shopping on HealthCare.gov went
live Wednesday, so across the country con-
sumers going online can see the consequences
themselves ahead of the Nov. 1 start of sign-up
season for 2018.
   The consulting firm Avalere Health
crunched newly released government data and
found that the Trump administration’s actions
are contributing to the price hikes by adding
instability to the underlying problems of the
health law’s marketplaces.
   President Donald Trump puts the blame
squarely on “Obamacare” saying the program
is imploding, while ignoring warnings that his
administration’s actions could make things
worse.
   The Avalere analysis is for the 39 states
using HealthCare.gov. Along with the increase
for silver plans, premiums also are going up by
double digits for different levels of coverage,
including bronze (18 percent), gold (16 per-
cent), and platinum (24 percent).
   Many states had higher increases. Avalere
found that average plan silver premiums will
go up by 49 percent in Florida, 43 percent in
Missouri, and 65 percent in Wyoming.
   Consumers eligible for income-based tax
credits will be protected from rising premiums
but those who pay full-cost face a second con-
secutive year of sharp premium increases.
   Only three states will see declines — Alaska,
Arizona, and North Dakota.
   Avalere said market instability is driven by
Trump’s recent decision to end subsidy pay-
ments to insurers, the continued debate over
“Obamacare” repeal and replace, and a presi-
dential executive order that could open a path
for lower cost plans outside of the Obama-era
law.
   “You put all that together, and there are a lot
of additional forces on top of market forces
driving high premium increases for 2018,” said

Premiums
rising 34% for
health plan
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Marilyn Broerman, left, donates Power Red blood cells, after Leticia Gonzalez, a
phlebotomist with the American Red Cross, leans in to make sure everything is
progressing correctly during the blood drive held at Pontiac VFW Wednesday. JOY

BUTLER/DAILY LEADER
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Dr. Heather Schweizer shows her astonishment as she is announced as the winner of this
year's ATHENA award during a surprise gathering of friends, family and co-workers at OSF
Saint James-John W. Albrecht Medical Center Wednesday morning. JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

Child welfare
agency to take
back some cases

CHICAGO (AP) — The
Illinois agency responsi-
ble for child welfare is
taking back from contrac-
tors control of some high-
risk cases after a
newspaper investigation
revealed a surge in child
deaths since it privatized
some services.

DCFS Deputy Director
of Child Protection, Nora
Harms-Pavelski, an-
nounced at a legislative
hearing Tuesday that the
agency is taking back
some of the higher-risk
cases from contracted
nonprofits. She says the
agency is also receiving
immediate reports on any
instance of mistreatment
of a child in the “intact
family services” program,
among other reforms.

She said DCFS is work-
ing to “make sure we have
communication with
those intact agencies.”

The program changes
come after a Chicago
Tribune investigation
found 15 children died of
abuse or neglect from
2012 to 2016 while their
families were enrolled in
the family services pro-
gram. Only one death oc-
curred under the program
from 2007 to 2011. The
investigation found that
the spike in deaths came
after DCFS privatized the
program, shifting the care
of families to nonprofit
groups.

Sen. Julie A. Morrison,
D-Deerfield, said more
hearings for the agency
are being planned.

The intact family serv-
ices assist about 2,700
children statewide. It
aims to keep families to-
gether.
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AGRICULTURE
Today — Sunny, with a high near 63.

South southeast wind 5 to 10 mph in-
creasing to 10 to 15 mph in the after-
noon. Winds could gust as high as 25
mph.

Tonight — Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 40. South southeast wind around 10 mph be-
coming west after midnight.

Friday — Mostly cloudy, with a high near 47. West
southwest wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 25
mph. Low around 34.

Helping the blood drive
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Chris Sloan, a senior man-
ager with the health in-
dustry consulting firm.

Starting Nov. 1, new cus-
tomers can submit appli-
cations, and returning
ones can make changes to
their coverage. Open en-
rollment will end early, on
Dec. 15, about half the
time allotted under Barack
Obama’s administration.

Sign-up season comes

after the president
abruptly pulled the plug
on federal payments that
reimburse insurers for re-
duced copays and de-
ductibles they’re required
to provide to people of
modest means. That ex-
poses insurers to a poten-
tial $1 billion loss for the
remainder of this year.

A federal judge in San
Francisco on Wednesday
denied a request by state
attorney’s general to order
the payments immediately
restored.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Donald Trump and fellow Re-
publicans latched onto revelations
tying Hillary Clinton’s presidential
campaign to a dossier of allegations
about his ties to Russia, saying
Wednesday it was a “disgrace” that
Democrats had helped pay for re-
search that produced the docu-
ment.

“It’s just really — it’s a very sad
commentary on politics in this
country,” Trump said in addressing
reporters one day after news reports
revealed that the Clinton campaign
and the Democratic National Com-
mittee, for several months last year,
helped fund research that ulti-
mately ended up in the dossier.

The document, compiled by a for-
mer British spy and alleging a com-
promised relationship between

Trump and the Kremlin, has
emerged this year as a political
flashpoint. Law enforcement offi-
cials have worked to corroborate its
claims. James Comey, FBI director
at the time, advised Trump about
the existence of the allegations, and
the ex-spy who helped assemble the
document, Christopher Steele, has
been questioned as part of an ongo-
ing probe into possible coordina-
tion between Russia and the Trump
camp.

Trump has derided the document
as “phony stuff” and “fake news”
and portrayed himself Wednesday
as an aggrieved party, posting on
Twitter a quote he said was from
Fox News that referred to him as
“the victim.” The new disclosure
about the dossier’s origins is likely
to fuel complaints by Trump and his

supporters.
“Well, I think it’s very sad what

they’ve done with this fake dossier,”
Trump said Wednesday, adding
without elaboration that “they paid
a tremendous amount of money.”
He contended that Democrats had
initially denied any connection to
the document, but now, “they ad-
mitted it, and they’re embarrassed
by it.”

Separately Wednesday, the editor
of Wikileaks confirmed that his
group was approached by Cam-
bridge Analytica, a data firm work-
ing for Trump’s campaign during
the 2016 election.

Julian Assange told The Associ-
ated Press that Wikileaks received a
“request for information” from
Cambridge Analytica. 

Trump says funding for info ‘a disgrace’

Both lawmakers do plan to
retire at the end of next
year, a semi-bombshell
Flake dropped Tuesday,
freeing them to speak
without fear.

Flake kept it up
Wednesday with an opin-
ion piece in The Washing-
ton Post. He likened the
current moment to the red
scare era of the early 1950s
when Sen. Joseph Mc-
Carthy threw accusations
of communism at a wide
range of people. Mc-
Carthy’s career ended in
disgrace, his downfall has-
tened when an Army
lawyer, Joseph Welch, con-

fronted him at a hearing
with the question: “Have
you no sense of decency,
Sir, at long last?”

“We face just such a time
now. We have again for-
gotten who we are sup-
posed to be,” Flake wrote.
“There is a sickness in our
system — and it is conta-
gious.”

“Nine months of this ad-
ministration is enough for
us to stop pretending that
this is somehow normal,
and that we are on the
verge of some sort of pivot
to governing, to stability.
Nine months is more than
enough for us to say,
loudly and clearly:
Enough.”

Flake has contended in
interviews that the Repub-
lican Party is at a tipping
point, or close to one, and
others will start to speak
out, too.

There was scant evi-
dence of that Wednesday

on Capitol Hill, aside from
the few Republicans in the
House and Senate who
have already made public
their grievances with
Trump. Nearly everyone
else dodged questions on
the topic, voiced unquali-

fied support for Trump, or
answered by saying that
distractions aside, the
GOP must remain focused
on passing landmark leg-
islation to simplify and re-
duce taxes.

TRUMP
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year’s recipient of the Pontiac
ATHENA Award.

Schweizer could only initially de-
scribe herself as “speechless” about
the honor.

According to ATHENA Interna-
tional, since the program’s inception
in 1982, more than 6,700 exemplary
leaders in over 500 communities
have received the prestigious
ATHENA Award in the United
States, Bermuda, Canada, China,
Greece, India, Russia, Unite Arab
Emirates and United Kingdom, and
by honoring exceptional leaders, the
ATHENA Leadership Award Pro-
gram seeks to inspire others to
achieve excellence in their profes-
sional and personal lives. 

Besides being the pioneer female
physician at the Pontiac hospital,
Schweizer holds another first-ever
distinction in that she also become
the first woman to become the asso-
ciate regional director. In fact, she
remains the only female regional di-
rector in the entire OSF Medical
Group.

Testimonials justifying
Schweizer’s feting included women
who she had mentored in her career
at the medical center.

“Dr. Schweizer is very compas-
sionate about her patients and the
care she provides for them,” wrote
one. “I have had the privilege of trav-
eling with her to Nicaragua and giv-
ing medical care to the poorest of
poor, this is an extension of the mis-
sion statement that Dr. Schweizer
follows, serving with the greatest
care and love, not just within OSF
but in the world.”

“Over the years I had thought
about becoming a nurse practi-
tioner, but was not confident that I
was smart enough or skilled enough
to be successful in that role,” wrote

another. “I had experienced success
in leading others, so (I) decided
nursing management was my niche.
We returned home and I returned to
my job, which was in a nursing
management role. This role pro-
vided many new experiences and
challenges that stretched me as a
nurse and as a person.

“I experienced some success, but I
struggled with feeling like I could
never quite get a handle on the
management role. As I encountered
several professional and personal
stumbling blocks, Dr. Schweizer’s
words kept popping into my mind
about ‘missing my calling.’ With her
encouragement, I went back to
school and obtained my Post-Mas-
ter’s Certificate for Family Nurse
Practitioner.”

After reading testimonial ex-
cerpts, Chamber of Commerce Ex-
ecutive Director Mindi Terrell
presented Schweizer with the
ATHENA Award. In turn, the OSF
regional director effused praise on
the people she worked with, saying

that she largely owes her success to
them.

“I couldn’t have done this without
my awesome nurse practitioner,
without my awesome staff,” she said.
“In my role of leadership, a lot of my
team that I work with are all here.
I’m only successful as a person be-
cause of all of the support that I
have.”

Schweizer additionally thanked
her parents, Lynn and Judy
Dameron, and her husband, Jeff, as
well as friends and other community
members.

The ATHENA recipient described
herself as “very humbled” and
“speechless,” noting she strived to
set a good example to follow for
other women.

“They can do anything they set
their mind to,” she said. “They just
need to reach out to other women
and help them along their path.”

Terrell noted that details on the
forthcoming awards luncheon com-
ing would be announced at a later
date.

ATHENA
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Judy and Lynn Dameron of Fairbury pose with their daughter, Dr.
Heather Schweizer, center, after Schweizer was informed that she has
been named the ATHENA award winner this year. JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

Making sure the
energy level is
good for working

Life is good because I have my har-
vest survival kit handy.

What is this kit you ask? Well, it in-
volves some tasty treats and a little
caffeine for the combine cab. When I
am in the cab, you will find a candy
bar, bottles of water and an occa-
sional can of pop nearby.

I normally don’t consume so much
sugar other times of the year, but
harvest is different. The “pick-me-
up” is just what I need by late afternoon. I must
take after Grandpa, who always had a thermos of
coffee and cans of Pepsi within arm’s reach.

My diet is not strictly junk food during Septem-
ber and October, as I do munch on apples, oranges
and bananas once in a while. I try to eat healthy in
the morning then by afternoon, the rules go out the
window. Believe it or not, the newest combines have
a built-in refrigerator right in the cab! I would be
tempted the stock the fridge full of too many good-
ies.

When sitting in the combine for so many hours a
day, I kind of feel like Tom Hanks in “Cast Away”
although I’m not talking to a ball — I’m communi-
cating with the machine. I know what to listen for
and I like to think the machine knows me.

When something goes wrong with the combine
or grain head, I don’t yell, “Wilson!” but may use a
few other choice words. I do hear the phrase,
“Kent!” once in a while, but that’s not coming from
me or the machine.

I can see why some farmers feel lonely after sit-
ting in a cab all day long with no one to talk to. This
is why it is always nice to have the family stop by
the field for a visit. Plus, the kids love riding in
whatever piece of equipment they can. In fact, I
think we have two future farmers in our midst.

We had a great window for cutting soybeans last
week as we broke away from corn for a while. The
sunshine, wind and mild temperatures allowed sev-
eral area farmers to make a nice dent in harvest
progress. Soybean moisture levels really dropped
during the afternoon hours. There is rain back in
the forecast this week, but hopefully not enough to
knock us out of the field too long.
For farm news, local harvest updates and pod-
casts, visit www.centralillinoisfarmnetwork.com
and become a fan of “Central Illinois Farm Net-
work” on Facebook.

Kent
Casson
Ag Columnist 
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