
DDear Annie: I love read-
ing your column so much
that I have decided to ask
your opinion on a sensitive
issue. I recently found out
that I am expecting, which
is exciting news! However,
we have run into a situa-
tion with my mother-in-
law, as she is a smoker.
My husband has men-
tioned to her several times
about quitting smoking
and has gone as far as
telling her she will not
baby-sit this child if she
continues to smoke. I do
agree that I do not want
my child around second-
hand smoke, as it is dan-
gerous to a baby’s health,
not to mention stinky. At
this time, my mother-in-
law has made no effort to
quit the habit. My question
is: Where do you draw the
line? I don’t want my child
or mother-in-law to miss
out on any time or mem-
ories together. — Fume-
Free

Dear Fume-Free: The
good news is that the pres-
sure isn’t on you here; it’s
on your mother-in-law.
Her grandbaby or a ciga-
rette — she has to decide
which one she’d like to
hold more often.

According to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, secondhand

smoke causes “numerous
health problems in infants
and children, including
more frequent and severe
asthma attacks, respiratory
infections, ear infections,
and sudden infant death
syndrome.” Studies have
shown that secondhand
smoke can linger in a
house for hours, and
there’s a growing body of
evidence to suggest that
even tobacco residue on a
smoker’s hair and clothes
can be harmful to children
who are in close contact.
Have your husband set
some ground rules with
his mother that take these
factors into account. For
example, no holding the
baby for two hours after
smoking. (This would
most likely mean she
couldn’t baby-sit.)

He should also let her
know that every cigarette
takes about 11 minutes off
her life — which could add
up to hours, weeks and
months she’d never see of
her granddaughter’s life.
Perhaps the birth of your
baby will be just the im-
petus she needs to kick
this nasty habit once and
for all.

Dear Annie: I would like
to ask a favor. Could we
all just try to stand in each
other’s shoes and gain an
appreciation for what
someone else is going
through?

I am often bothered by
what I perceive to be a
lack of consideration in
others. One recent exam-
ple was when several
“friends” canceled plans
made two months in ad-
vance because something
better had come along,
even though I had carefully
juggled several family
members’ medical ap-
pointments to accept their
invitation. Another was
when a medical provider
canceled my appointment
at the last minute to go
golfing, even though I live
two hours away and had
made staff aware I was us-
ing my last day of vacation
to schedule this date and
confirmed in advance.

Reading the responses
you received regarding the
woman who was criminal-
ly assaulted really got to
me. None of us, as far as I
can tell, has been the vic-
tim of such a harrowing
and personal criminal sex-
ual assault. Why the criti-
cism of this poor woman
for wanting to request a
female nurse? You can’t
see a way for some people
to receive extra consider-
ation when that might not
be necessary for everyone?

I’m glad you gave your
original advice, Annie, and
I’m glad the medical pro-
fessionals supported that
advice. I’m glad you keep
repeating it, too. I’m just
sad that you have to. —
Leave People Alone

Dear Leave People
Alone: Thank you for your
letter. It is so frustrating
when others are inconsid-
erate of our time — but
we can only control our-
selves. The best we can do
is to nurture in ourselves
the qualities we wish to
see in others. Try to be
even more empathetic
than you are now and it
might offset the frustration
you feel with others’ lack
of thoughtfulness.
Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com. 
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Russell G. Klendworth
FLANAGAN — Russell G. Klendworth, 89, of

Flanagan, died at 3:49 a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2017,
at OSF St. James-John W. Albrecht Medical Center,
Pontiac. Calvert-Johnson & Froelich Memorial
Home, Flanagan, has charge of arrangements.

QUESTIONS? Contact Paul Westermeyer at 815-842-1153 or at pwestermeyer@pontiacdailyleader.com

Make mother-in-law chose: baby or cigarette

David A. Strait
GRAYMONT — David A. Strait, 64,

of Graymont, passed away at 5:33
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 15, 2017, at OSF St.
Joseph Medical Center in Blooming-
ton.

Friends may call from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday at Duffy-Baier-
Snedecor Funeral Home, Pontiac. A
service will follow at 1 p.m. at the fu-
neral home. Cremation rites will be
accorded following the service.

A celebration of life service will be
held at a later date.

Born Feb. 5, 1953, in LaSalle, Dave was a son of
William and Rachael (Biggs) Strait. He married
Cathy Croft on Oct. 22, 1999, in Pontiac. She sur-
vives in Graymont.

Also surviving is his mother, Rachael Konieczny
of LaSalle; three sons, Joshua (Robyn) Strait of Os-
wego, Travis (Vicki) Strait of Mendota, and Dustin
Strait of Omaha, Neb.; three brothers, Joe (Sarah)
Strait of Dalzell, Richard (Cindy) Strait of LaSalle,
William (Carol) Strait of Newport News, Va.; two
sisters, Margaret (Ali) Zamanian of Katy, Texas,
Roberta (Mark) Slimko of Oglesby; and five grand-
children, Liam, Maddie, Piper, Emmitt and
Abrahm.

His father; one brother, Michael Strait; and one
sister, Sandra, preceded him in death.

Dave worked in management for Caterpillar for
many years in several locations, including Pontiac,
Greenville, S.C., Mossville, Corinth, Miss. and Ger-
many. He loved his job and respected all his co-
workers.

A die-hard Chicago Bears fan, Dave was also an
avid golfer, an animal lover and a devoted father
and grandfather. He will be greatly missed by his
family and friends and his partner in crime, Bob the
dog, and his snarky cat, Gandalf.

Memorials may be directed to Operation S.A.F.E.,
P.O. Box 86, Graymont, IL 61743.

Online condolences may be left at www.duffyfu-
neralhome.com.
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Annie Lane

Dear Annie

Mr. David A.
Strait

Art center cuts ribbon at new digs

The Pontiac Community Art Center announced its new location at 209 W. Madison St. with a ribbon cutting
ceremony Tuesday morning attended by members of Pontiac Area Chamber of Commerce, city officials and
the artists who make up the art center.  JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

STREATOR — The Streator Community Chorus will
present Handel’s Messiah on Sunday, Dec. 3 at 3:30
p.m. at St. Michael the Archangel Church, 700 E.
Lundy St. 

Guest soloists are Julie Clemens, soprano; Kate
Tombaugh, alto; Roger Amm, tenor; and Josh Ramseyer,
Baritone. Jean Drendel will conduct the performance
accompanied by Nancy Mueller.

The chorus is open to all area singer high school age
or older. New members are welcome. Two rehearsals

will be held, Monday, Nov. 20 and Monday, Nov. 27,
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the church.

For more information, contact Nancy Mueller at
815-992-3525 or Jean Drendel at 815-672-3092.

Streator chorus to perform Handel’s Messiah

The Dialectic Literary
Society held its monthly
meeting on Monday, Oct.
9. The group met at Mar-
ilyn Headley’s home with
Sandra Degenhart as
hostess. President Pat
Johnson called the meet-
ing to order and congrat-
ulated Eleanor Winters
on her 90th birthday. 

After the business
meeting, Karen Wahls in-
troduced Jennifer Cran-
ford. A mother of four
and grandmother to eight,
for nine and a half years
she served as an Army lo-
gistics officer. She has her
masters in Bible and the-
ology and recently au-
thored a book. 

After the introduction
Cranford gave an inspi-
rational program about
changes in her children’s
lives including spiritual
change. She also talked
about three of her favorite
books. 

Cranford’s favorite book
is the Bible, which she
believes is a lifeline, life-
changing story of God’s
relationship with
mankind. “That spiritual
part of us that is often
described as our soul, is
changing all of the while.
It is either growing closer
to God, or it is growing
farther from him, but
once you start learning,
reading, feeding your soul
with the truth, which is
found in this book, you
will be exposed to this
spiritual component of
life. “ 

Another of her favorite

books is “Celebration of
Discipline” by Richard
Foster. This book is a tool
that focuses on specific
aspects of the Bible and
has helped Cranford grow
in her relationship with
God. In the book Foster
offers tangible, achievable,
realistic examples on how
to engage with God
through his Holy Spirit. 

Cranford also spoke
about the Christian fiction
novel “The Recruits: An-
swering the Call,” which
is the book she authored.
This book is the first in
an installment of a series
called “Marching with the
Master” that follows the
five main characters
through spiritual change
utilizing spiritual disci-
plines in their lives. The
novel provides an enter-
taining window into what
this type of change might
look like in five totally
different people. 

Cranford and her hus-
band, Scott, are opening
a coffee shop, The Cup
and the Scone, in down-
town Pontiac at the loca-
tion that previously
housed Left Field. They
hope to have the coffee
shop open before Christ-
mas.

After the program,
hostess Sandra Degen-
hart, with Lynn Cunning-
ham as helper, served re-
freshments. The next
meeting will be Nov. 13,
at Pontiac City Hall. The
program will be a tour of
downtown aboard the Jol-
ly Trolley.

DIALECTIC LITERARY SOCIETY

Literary society holds
October meeting

on a suspended license,
dismissed, Fairbury Po-
lice arrest. 

Joseph A. Grace, 38,
Flanagan, disregard of
traffic control device,
$120; improper license
display, $120; improper
transportation of alcohol,
$120; failure to yield,
dismissed, sheriff’s police
arrest. 

Juan C. Albarran, 37,
Streator, improper lane
usage, $120, state police
arrest. 

Taylor J. Oldenburg,
26, Streator, operating an
uninsured motor vehicle,
$210, six months super-
vision; expired registra-
tion, dismissed, state po-
lice arrest. 

Larry B. Ferguson, 50,
Pontiac, improper elec-
tronic device usage,
$120, Fairbury Police ar-
rest. 
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