
THURSDAY
October 12
PONTIAC
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.— First
United Methodist Church
will host a senior drop-in
center with games, cards
and socializing. Free lunch
is available. Call the church
at 815-842-1157 by 9:30
a.m. if a ride is needed or
by 10:30 a.m. for lunch.

PONTIAC
1 p.m.— Livingston Work-
force Services will host a
free “Resume Develop-
ment” workshop at its Pon-
tiac location, 211 E.
Madison St., Room 222.
Call 309-268-8280 to re-
serve a spot. Funded by
the Grundy Livingston
Kankakee Workforce
Board.

PONTIAC
6 p.m.— Livingston
County Board will meet at
the Livingston County
Courthouse.

FRIDAY
October 13
PONTIAC
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.— Ameri-
can Red Cross will hold a
blood drive at OSF Saint
James-John W. Albrecht
Medical Center conference
rooms. Call 815-842-4978

or email
Caitlyn.L.White@osfhealth-
care.org for an appoint-
ment.

SATURDAY
October 14
PONTIAC
7 - 11 a.m. — Farmer’s
Market will be on the
courthouse lawn at Madi-
son and Mill streets. For
more information, call 815-
326-2354.

PONTIAC
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.— Liv-
ingston County Humane
Society will have an
adopt-a-thon during the
Route 66 kite festival at
Pontiac Rec Plex. 

MONDAY
October 16
PONTIAC
2 p.m.— Livingston Work-
force Services will host a
free “Job Search” work-
shop at its Pontiac loca-
tion, 211 E. Madison St.,
Room 222. Call 309-268-
8280 to reserve a spot.
Funded by the Grundy Liv-
ingston Kankakee Work-
force Board.

TUESDAY
October 17
PONTIAC
9:30 - 10 a.m.— First

United Methodist Church
will host a free sittercise
class for senior citizens.

THURSDAY
October 19
PONTIAC
7:30 - 9 a.m.— OSF Saint
James-John W. Albrecht
Medical Center will offer a
$25 fingerstick blood sam-
ple cholesterol screening
and an A1c blood sugar
screening. Call 309-661-
5151 to register before Oct.
16. Specify which screen-
ing for which you are re-
serving a spot.

PONTIAC
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.— First
United Methodist Church
will host a senior drop-in
center with games, cards
and socializing. Free lunch
is available. Call the church
at 815-842-1157 by 9:30
a.m. if a ride is needed or
by 10:30 a.m. for lunch.

SATURDAY
October 21
PONTIAC
7 - 11 a.m. — Farmer’s
Market will be on the
courthouse lawn at Madi-
son and Mill streets. For
more information, call 815-
326-2354.

PONTIAC

1 - 4 p.m.— Jones House
will have an open house.

TUESDAY
October 24
PONTIAC
9:30 - 10 a.m.— First
United Methodist Church
will host a free sittercise
class for senior citizens.

THURSDAY
October 26
PONTIAC
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.— First
United Methodist Church
will host a senior drop-in
center with games, cards
and socializing. Free lunch
is available. Call the church

at 815-842-1157 by 9:30
a.m. if a ride is needed or
by 10:30 a.m. for lunch.

PONTIAC
1 p.m.— Livingston Work-
force Services will host a
free “Preparing for a Job
Interview” workshop at its
Pontiac location, 211 E.
Madison St., Room 222.
Call 309-268-8280 to re-
serve a spot. Funded by
the Grundy Livingston
Kankakee Workforce
Board.
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AROUND THE AREA

SUBMISSION TO CALENDAR OF EVENTS
ITEMS for the calendar listing are welcome from non-profit and charitable or-
ganizations that are open to the general public. Items should be submitted at
least two weeks in advance. School and social functions may also be submitted.
The Daily Leader will not accept items from for-profit groups or those closed to
the general public.
SHORT news items may also be submitted, which will run once, and then be
condensed into the calendar. Calendar items should be brief and include date,
time and place of event, as well as the sponsor of the event. 

POLICE BRIEFS

Grain prices
Closing bids — Oct. 11
Corn/Cash $3.06
Beans/Cash $9.23

Grain prices
courtesy of
Graymont Co-op

Associate court
Kyndra E. Curtis, 27,

Forrest, operating an
uninsured motor vehi-
cle, dismissed; failure to
give notice of name/ad-
dress change, $120,
Fairbury Police arrest. 

Nicholas A. Koenig,
23, Fairbury, operating
an uninsured motor ve-
hicle, $200; speeding,
$140, Fairbury Police
arrest. 

Rachel N. Hillyer, 36,
Pontiac, operating an
uninsured motor vehi-
cle, dismissed, Pontiac
Police arrest. 

Denver A. Rassi, 30,
Forrest, speeding, $120,
Fairbury Police arrest. 

Angelo E. Cassani,
40, Dwight, driving on a
revoked license, dis-
missed, Dwight Police
arrest. 

Michael T. Johnson,
40, Chenoa, expired
registration, $120, Fair-
bury Police arrest. 

Jared W. Trembley, 17,
Fairbury, speeding,
$300, three months su-
pervision, Fairbury Po-
lice arrest. 

Shannon F. Shoemak-
er, 18, Chatsworth, im-
proper turn signal,
$120, Fairbury Police
arrest. 

Amelia R. Bremer, 22,
Chatsworth, disregard
of stop sign, $120, sher-
iff 's police arrest.

SPRINGFIELD — The Illi-
nois Insurance Association will
observe National Teen Driver
Safety Week from Oct. 15-21. 

Partnering with the National
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration, the IIA endorses the
national “5 to Drive” campaign,
an initiative to teach young driv-
ers safe habits behind the wheel.

“Teens can get around safely
when they follow the rules of the
road and make the choice not to
drive distracted or impaired,”
said Kevin Martin, IIA’s Execu-
tive Director. “The Illinois In-
surance Association and its
members are committed to pro-
moting initiatives that improve
safety on Illinois roadways, and
supporting teen drivers is a crit-
ical part of that mission.” 

Even as fatalities among teen
drivers decreased by 53 percent
between 2005 and 2014, motor
vehicle crashes remain the lead-
ing cause of death among
teenagers. In 2015, almost 2,000
teen drivers of passenger vehicles
were involved in fatal traffic ac-
cidents. An estimated 99,000
drivers between the ages of 15
and 19 were injured in motor ve-
hicle collisions. 

“The NHTSA’s ‘5 to Drive’
campaign offers parents and
caregivers tips for talking with
their teens about risky driving

behaviors that can have devas-
tating consequences,” Martin
said. “IIA encourages families to
use these resources to help our
newest drivers safely navigate
Illinois’ roadways.” 

At www.nhtsa.gov/road-safe-
ty/teen-driving, the NHTSA pro-
vides information and statistics
on teen driving and five basic
rules that can help save lives: 

1. No drinking and driving. In
2014, one in five teen passenger
vehicle drivers involved in fatal
crashes had been drinking, de-
spite being too young to legally
purchase or possess alcohol.
Driving under the influence of
any impairing substance, in-
cluding illicit or prescription
drugs, can have deadly conse-
quences. 

2. Buckle up. Seat belts save
lives, and it’s important for teen
drivers and their passengers — in
both the front and back seats —
to buckle up on every trip. In
2014, 59 percent of passengers
who died in crashes involving
teen drivers were not wearing
seat belts at the time of the ac-
cident. When the driver was un-
restrained, the percentage of
passengers who were not buck-
led up jumped to almost 86 per-
cent. 

3. Don’t drive distracted. Illi-
nois has worked to reduce the

number of distracted driving ac-
cidents by enacting a ban on
the use of all hand-held devices
while driving. Violators of this
law face fines of $75 or more. Il-
legal use of an electronic device
while driving can include texting
but also checking email, using
apps, programing a GPS and
talking on a hand-held phone.
Distracted driving isn’t limited to
electronic device use. Other pas-
sengers, audio and climate con-
trols in the vehicle and even eat-
ing and drinking can impair a
driver’s focus. In 2014, 10 percent
of teen drivers involved in fatal
crashes were reportedly dis-
tracted at the time of the crash. 

4. Stop speeding before it stops
you. Speeding is a critical risk
factor for all drivers, especially
teens. In 2014, almost one-third
of teen passenger vehicle drivers
involved in a fatal crash were
speeding at the time. 

5. No more than one passenger
at a time. According to data an-
alyzed by the NHTSA, teen driv-
ers were two-and-a-half times
more likely to engage in a po-
tentially risky behavior when
driving with one teenaged peer
compared to when they were
driving alone. That likelihood
tripled when a teen driver was
traveling with multiple passen-
gers.

Highlighting teen driver safety tips 
NATIONAL TEEN DRIVER SAFETY WEEK

Members of the Pontiac Area Chamber of Commerce helped Ann Higgins, center, celebrate her joining the Raymond James office in De-
catur that will serve individuals and businesses in the Central Illinois area, with an official ribbon cutting Wednesday. JOY BUTLER/DAILY

LEADER

Higgins joins financial services with ribbon cutting
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Pontiac, IL

The American Red Cross held a
blood drive at the Pontiac VFW Sept.
27, receiving 36 whole blood units and
14 power red units.

The following people donated
platelets: Dick Rankin, Ed Voss, Jake
Herman, Andrew Downing, Gerri
Gueldenhaar, Mark Mackinson, Brian
Garretson, Gary Brill, Dale Ryerson,
Amiel Gernentz, Jo Kilgore, Mike
Eden. 

Double reds: Cynthia Ramsey, Karen
Sims, Donald Bevers, Earl Dutko,
Laura Carmack, Karen Serafin, and
Nicholas Hart.   

Whole Blood: Mike Frizzell, Lynn
Rients, Lynn Taylor, Wayne Taylor,
Maria Folk, Luci H., David Swartz,
Rita Tungate, Lyle Molen, Tonya Bum-
pus, Joseph Koerner, Mary Beth Duffy,
Laura Carmack, Mary Vaughn, Jim
Carroll (18 gallons), Patricia Hepper-
ly, Brent Byarley, Kimberly King-
Jahnssen, Jeffrey Ifft, Daniel Fry, Kel-
ly Burns, Abigail Freer,  Brian Miller,
Charlie Cassady, Nic Hart, Kim Jones,
Donata Duffee, Lori Duffee, Paul Mey-
er, Robert Dowdy, Larry Myers, James
Carroll, Brenda Shaughnessy,  Karen
Hicks, Robert Wittenkeller, Laurie
Cuddy,  Thomas Goley, Sharon Mack-
inson, RaeAnn Masching, William
Cox, David Solel and others.   

AMERICAN RED CROSS

Blood drive
nets 36 whole
blood units

See ‘BLOOD’ Page A3


