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Naval Observatory Washington, Friday. Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe is at right. SUSAN
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   WASHINGTON (AP) — These should be
heady times for the GOP as the nation’s gov-
ernors prepare to gather for their winter
meeting in Washington, D.C. Republicans
hold 33 governorships, compared with just
16 for Democrats, and the GOP has full con-
trol of the legislatures in two-thirds of the
states.
   But there is a sense of unease for Republi-
can governors in Democratic-leaning states.
They criticize President Donald Trump gen-
tly, picking their spots to appease the Demo-
cratic and independent voters they need to
remain in office. At the same time, they don’t
want to alienate Trump supporters.
   For some, the best strategy is to avoid men-
tioning Trump at all.
   Democrats sense an opening ahead of the
2018 elections and are taking any opportu-
nity to link Republican governors to the pres-
ident. Republicans will be defending 27 of
the 38 governorships up for election this year

and next. Nine of the GOP governors are in
states Hillary Clinton carried last year.
   “I think what the Trump administration
has done, it has really made every Republi-
can governor out there — especially a mod-
erate Republican governor in a Democratic
state — it has made them very vulnerable,”
said Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe, a Demo-
crat and chairman of the National Governors
Association.
   Republican governors who face re-election
next year in states that voted for Clinton are
Charlie Baker of Massachusetts, Larry
Hogan of Maryland, Bruce Rauner of Illinois,
Phil Scott of Vermont and Chris Sununu of
New Hampshire. Four other states that voted
for Clinton have governors who will be forced
out by term limits: Chris Christie in New Jer-
sey; Paul LePage in Maine; Susana Martinez
in New Mexico; and Brian Sandoval in Ne-
vada.

Eilts named as Chamber’s Business Person of Year

Best tactic for some is to
avoid mention of Trump

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   For its final feting of the community's
award season, the Pontiac Chamber of Com-
merce caught Marlon Eilts unaware at his
County Financial office Friday at noon to an-
nounce his winning of the 2016 Business Per-
son of the Year. Eilts said it was an “incredible
honor” to be recognized for his work.
   Mindi Terrell, executive director of the
Chamber of Commerce, said that because
Eilts gives his best, day in and day out, his se-
lection was as Business Person of the Year was
a major factor in the group's final decision.
   “Marlon is a representative at Country
Companies that truly cares about the welfare
of his customers and strives to make our com-
munity a better place,” she said. “He has been
on many boards that help the community, es-
pecially involving children. 
   “When looking for a volunteer, you can al-
ways count on Marlon to be the first hand up
and know he will see it through to the end,
giving 110 percent, and that the way he does
business with his customers is why he is the
Pontiac Chamber of Commerce Business Per-

son of the Year.”
   With friends, family and colleagues sur-
rounding him outside his office building, Eilts
said he was “extremely flattered” with the
recognition. 
   “It's really nice to be recognized for your
doing your job well,” he laughed. “In all seri-
ousness, though, it's extremely flattering
given all the people involved, and lots of them
are here today, and an incredible honor, based
on all of the people who've won this award in
the past.”
   Eilts is no stranger to such community ac-
colades — as recently as 2014, he was tapped
as the Chamber of Commerce's Volunteer of
the Year. He said that the recognitions were
similarly meaningful in that they were given
to him for his desire to help people, both in
and out of the office.
   “All I do is try and help people everyday,”
he said. “My job as an insurance agent gives
me the opportunity to help people, and this
time, it's the part of my life that I get paid to
do. I'm just very flattered, and it's nice to see
all the support, and it's nice to be recognized.
I'm happy to be surrounded by such good

By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

   FAIRBURY —  Lynn Dameron will step
down from his position as mayor of Fairbury
on May 3. Although he was surprised that four
candidates are currently vying for the position,
the most in city history,
Dameron said he appreci-
ates people taking an in-
terest in the town. He also
said it’s not the first time
multiple people have
competed for the position.
   “I can remember a time
in the 1980s when there
were three candidates
running for mayor and it
was a similar situation:
one of the candidates was an alderman, the
other two were citizens. There were  also a cou-
ple times when there have been two,” Dameron
said. “Usually these happen when the incum-
bent decides not to run for re-election.”
   With the mayoral race in the spotlight,
Dameron weighed in on his duties and dis-
pelled some of the common misconceptions as-
sociated with the position. He said one of the
biggest misconceptions people have, is think-
ing of the mayor as a small government posi-
tion.
   “The City of Fairbury is a business that is
owned by the tax payers,” Dameron said. “We
have a $4.3 million budget and more than $2
million in various accounts and we’re respon-
sible for running the city. In a lot of ways, the
mayor is a lot like being the CEO of a big com-
pany that belongs to taxpayers.”
   When considering a candidate, Dameron
said the question he wants voters to ask them-
selves is, “would you want somebody running
your business that has no previous experience
in business?” Dameron said when he came
back for his current term, he didn’t have any
doubts about being mayor because he had been
there before and had been involved in business

Mayor offers
insight to
position
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Marlon Eilts gets a big hug from his mother, Virginia, following the an-
nouncement of his selection as the Pontiac Chamber of Commerce’s
choice for Business Person of the Year. JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

Streator woman
found and safe

OTTAWA — The search
for a missing Streator
woman ended safely Fri-
day night in Calumet City.

According to a report
from LaSalle County
Sheriff Tom Templeton in
a news release, “Kayla
Stratton
was recov-
ered safely.”

The FBI’s
Violent
Crimes Task
Force ar-
rested
Clarence
Merritte at
410 Paxton
St. in Calumet City.

The search for Stratton
began after her disap-
pearance on Feb. 17. It
stems from Merritte ab-
ducting Stratton after
ramming the vehicle she
was in several times until
it came to a stop on East
1st Street in Streator.
Merritte is said to have
forced Stratton into his
vehicle and then fled.

The two are linked
through their 11-month-
old child, who was also
abducted but returned to
safe custody days later.

A release earlier from
LaSalle County State’s At-
torney Karen Donnelly
said the investigation in-
volved the resources of
federal law enforcement.

“Mr. Merritte is known
to be armed and danger-
ous,” Donnelly said in the
statement. “Ms. Stratton
is considered to be in ex-
treme danger.”

The LaSalle County
Sheriff’s Police, Streator
Police and Cook County
Sheriff’s Police Fugitive
Unit were also involved in
the search.
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RELIGION
Today — A 20 percent chance of

snow showers before noon, then
gradually becoming mostly sunny,
with a high near 31. West northwest
wind 13 to 18 mph.

Tonight — Partly cloudy, with a low
around 22. West northwest wind 5 to 13 mph becoming
south after midnight.

Sunday — Partly sunny, with a high near 45. Breezy,
with a south southwest wind 9 to 14 mph increasing to
15 to 20 mph in the afternoon. Low around 30. 

VOTING REGISTRATION
DEADLINE IS
APPROACHING
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