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KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) — The banned
chemical weapon VX nerve agent was used in the mur-
der of Kim Jong Nam, the North Korean ruler’s outcast
half brother who was poisoned last week at the airport
in Kuala Lumpur, police said Friday.

The substance was detected on Kim’s eyes and face,
Malaysia’s inspector general of police said in a written
statement, citing a preliminary analysis from the coun-
try’s Chemistry Department.

The death of Kim Jong Nam, whose daylight assassi-
nation in a crowded airport terminal seems straight out
of a spy novel, has unleashed a diplomatic crisis that es-
calates by the day. With each new twist in the case, in-
ternational speculation grows that Pyongyang
dispatched a hit squad to Malaysia to kill the exiled
older sibling of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.

North Korea has denounced Malaysia’s investigation
as full of “holes and contradictions” and accused the au-
thorities here of being in cahoots with Pyongyang’s en-
emies.

According to Malaysian investigators, two women —
one of them Indonesian, the other Vietnamese —
coated their hands with chemicals and wiped them on
Kim’s face on Feb. 13 as he waited for a flight home to
Macau, where he lived with his family.

He sought help from airport staff but he fell into con-
vulsions and died on the way to the hospital within two
hours of the attack, police said.

The case has perplexed toxicologists, who question
how the two women could have walked away unscathed
after handling a powerful poison, even if — as
Malaysian police say — the women were instructed to
wash their hands right after the attack.

Malaysia: VX nerve
agent used in killing

The last contract expired in June
2015. Rauner wants a four-year
wage freeze, increased employee
contributions to maintain current
health coverage, and a 40-hour
workweek instead of a 37 ½-hour
one. His team stopped negotiating a
year ago.

A state labor regulator last fall de-

clared the process at an “impasse.”
That means Rauner can implement
the contract terms he prefers — and
the union can strike if it doesn’t
agree.

AFSCME has appealed that ruling
and won a court-ordered halt to
Rauner’s unilateral contract en-
forcement. AFSCME told Rauner in
January it would accept a wage
freeze and agree to pay more toward
health care but Rauner rebuffed the
offer.

Rauner and Democratic lawmak-
ers have been unable to agree on an
annual budget plan since July 2015.
Government grinds on largely be-
cause a court ordered that state em-
ployees continue to be paid.
Democratic Attorney General Lisa
Madigan failed to convince the
judge last week that paychecks with-
out appropriation authority are un-
constitutional. She has appealed to
a higher court.
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ily farmers over the years, making
changes to improve the farming
industry,” she said. “Paul has al-
ways been a conscious person
when it comes to supporting local
functions as they arise.”

Sutter was particularly honored
receiving an award named for a
man he had worked with and
greatly admired.

“Bill was a super individual,” he
said. “I started working for him in
high school, went to college and went back to work with
him some more. Just a very, very good individual.”

Pam Mehrkens, Sutter’s sister, said that her brother
was deserving due to how dedicated he was to his com-
munity.

“He’s very dedicated to his job and his family,” she
said. “He goes out and helps people when they’re in
need for different things. He’s just a devoted person to
the community, and I think he’s very deserving of this
honor.”

Terrell said that the Chamber carefully reviewed the
nominations and that Sutter just really rose to the top.

“We looked at all the nominations we got in this year,
and we wanted to see about their longevity, how long
they’ve been involved in agriculture, how they’ve sup-
ported their community, what they do above and be-
yond their jobs within agriculture and other things, like
community service, training, and being mentors,” she
said. “Paul just really rose to the top for us this year, and
we hope he’s as excited as we are giving him this.”

Terrell added that she thought, too, that it was “pretty
cool” that Sutter was getting an award named for some-
one he once worked for, and called the recipient an
“amazing guy.” Sutter will be recognized at the Chamber
of Commerce’s awards banquet on the evening of
March 9 at the Pontiac Elks Lodge.

CANNON BALL, N.D. (AP) —
Authorities on Thursday cleared a
protest camp where opponents of
the Dakota Access oil pipeline had
gathered for the better part of a
year, searching tents and huts and
arresting dozens of holdouts who
had defied a government order to
leave.

It took 3½ hours for about 220
officers and 18 National Guardsmen
to methodically search the protest-
ers’ temporary homes. Authorities
said they arrested 46 people, in-
cluding a group of military veterans
who had to be carried out and a
man who climbed atop a building
and stayed there for more than an
hour before surrendering.

Native Americans who oppose
the $3.8 billion pipeline established
the Oceti Sakowin camp last April
on federal land near the Standing
Rock Indian Reservation to draw
attention to their concerns that the
project will hurt the environment
and sacred sites — claims Dallas-

based pipeline developer Energy
Transfer Partners disputes. The
camp gained increased attention
starting in August after its popula-
tion had grown and authorities
made their first arrests. At its
height, the camp included thou-
sands of people, but the numbers
had dwindled during the winter
and as the fight over the pipeline
moved into the courts.

The Army Corps of Engineers
said it needed to clear the camp
ahead of spring flooding, and had
ordered everyone to leave by 2 p.m.
Wednesday. The agency said it was
concerned about protesters’ safety
and about the environmental effects
of tents, cars, garbage and other
items in the camp being washed
into nearby rivers.

Most protesters left peacefully
Wednesday, when authorities
closed the camp, but some stayed
overnight in defiance of the govern-
ment order.

Before the arrests, protester Ed

Higgins 39, of Lowell, Massachu-
setts, said by phone from the camp
that morale was high and oppo-
nents were prepared to stay as long
as necessary. Protesters maintain
that the camp was on land that
rightfully belongs to American In-
dians under old treaties.

“They do not own the land. They
do not have the right to be here,”
said Higgins, who did not answer
his phone after authorities cleared
the camp.

As police in full riot gear worked
to arrest the stragglers, cleanup
crews began razing buildings on the
square-mile piece of property at the
confluence of the Cannonball and
Missouri rivers.

American Indian activist Chase
Iron Eyes, an outspoken supporter
of the camp, said its shutdown is
not the end of the fight against the
pipeline.

“The battleground has shifted to
the legal courts and the court of
public opinion,” he said.

Protestors cleared from oil pipeline camp

the federal government’s
continued use of private
prisons, reversing an
Obama administration di-
rective to phase out their
use. Stock prices of major
private prison companies
rose at the news.

Sessions issued a memo
replacing one issued last
August by Sally Yates, the
deputy attorney general at
the time.

That memo, which fol-
lowed a harshly critical
government audit of pri-
vately run prisons, di-
rected the federal Bureau
of Prisons to begin reduc-
ing and ultimately end its
reliance on contract facili-
ties. Yates, in her an-
nouncement, said private
facilities have more safety
and security problems
than government-run
ones and were less neces-
sary given declines in the
overall federal prison pop-
ulation.

But Sessions, in his
memo, said Yates’ direc-
tive went against long-
standing Justice
Department policy and
practice and “impaired the
Bureau’s ability to meet
the future needs of the
federal correctional sys-
tem.” He said he was di-
recting the BOP to “return
to its previous approach.”

The federal prison pop-
ulation — now just under
190,000 — has been drop-
ping due in part to
changes in federal sen-
tencing policies over the
last few years. Private pris-
ons now hold about
21,000 inmates in 12 facil-
ities, a fraction of the total
BOP population, the Jus-

tice Department said
Thursday.

Yet the federal prison
population may increase
again given Sessions’ com-
mitment to aggressive en-
forcement of drug and
immigration laws, and his
focus on combating vio-
lent crime.

The latest memo — is-
sued just two weeks after
Sessions was sworn in as
attorney general — could

be part of a more expan-
sive rollback of criminal
justice policies enacted by
the Obama administration
Justice Department, in-
cluding directives against
seeking mandatory mini-
mum punishments for
nonviolent drug offenders.

The private prison in-
dustry has been a major
contributor to Republican
political campaigns, par-
ticularly in recent years.

As a candidate, Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
he supported the use of
private prisons, and the
shares of the major com-
panies — including Geo
Group and CoreCivic Co.,
formerly Corrections Cor-
poration of America —
jumped after the election
amid anticipation that the
incoming administration
would again turn to them.
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Paul Sutter

John Deere world headquarters in
Moline and the Caterpillar Corpo-
rate Headquarters in Peoria. She
was glad to add the Cat facility in
Pontiac to the list.

“Touring these big companies
helps us show students the number
of careers available to them in the
agriculture industry,” Bissey said.
“There are many different types of
employees working under one roof
and we don’t want them to think the
only thing they can do at a factory is
be a ‘factory worker.’ It’s great to be
able to come to Pontiac and show
the students a facility that’s right in
our area.”

Factory manager Jarrod Moss
said this is the second time the facil-
ity has held an event for FFA chap-
ter. He explained that community
outreach is a cornerstone of Cater-
pillars values in action.

“We’re trying to be proactive

members of the community,” Moss
said. “This community supports us
and therefore, we support them as
part of what we do. FFA, in particu-
lar, is an important organization to
us because of our agriculture history
in Illinois. 

“The FFA organization creates the
kind of future leaders that we want
at Caterpillar and whether these
students eventually come to our
company or not, we see it as a great
way to help them understand what
we do in their own backyard.”
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CAT employees, Nicole Wesley, left, a manufacturing engineer and Brian
Woodman, a section manager, explain how the company uses modern
technology, like welding trainers, to analyze welding performance. LUKE
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