
Sutter named Chamber’s
Ag Person of the Year
By Paul Westermeyer
Staff Reporter

   After the Rotary Club of Pontiac’s startling
of Harold Frobish as its choice for Citizen of
the Year for 2016, members of the Pontiac
Chamber of Commerce followed suit Thurs-
day by funneling into the banquet room at
Edinger’s Filling Station and telling a pleas-
antly surprised Paul Sutter he had been cho-
sen as their 2016 Bill Edwards Agribusiness
Person of the Year.
   Sutter, a salesperson with Evergreen FS,
said that was especially meaningful because
he once worked for the person whom the
award was named after. Edwards, the inau-
gural winner of the now eponymous award,

passed away in 1996.
   After Mindi Terrell, executive director of
the Chamber of Commerce, made the an-
nouncement in front of a crowded banquet
hall of friends and family (many of whom
knew of what was in store for Sutter), the re-
cipient of the honor said that he felt “very
surprised.”
   “It’s nice to be recognized (like this),” he
said. “I’m very shocked, I really am.”
   Terrell said later that Sutter began working
at Fairbury Edwards Soil Service while in
high school, and has been a dedicated em-
ployee of the farming and chemical fertilizer
business for nearly 50 years.
   “He has contributed and helped many fam-
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By Luke Smucker
Staff Reporter

   Caterpillar Inc. opened the
doors of its Pontiac facility to FFA
chapters from around Central Illi-
nois Thursday morning with the
purpose of exposing to students its
side of the agriculture world with
the “Illinois FFA Maximize” event.
   One of the world’s largest man-
ufacturers of construction and
mining equipment, Cat showed off
its Pontiac plant in conjunction
with National FFA Week.
   FFA chapters from local com-
munities of Flanagan, Lexington
and Pontiac, as well as the Central
Illinois communities of Maroa,
Normal, Ottawa and Seneca made
the trip to the Pontiac plant. The
event gave those in attendance the
opportunity to tour the facility and
learn leadership skills.
   J.C. Campbell, the FFA state

president, was on hand to help fa-
cilitate some of the leadership
skills training and talk to the
members about National FFA
Week. He tasked the different
chapters with building the tallest
structure possible out of balloons
and tape.
   “This is my first time at the facil-
ity, but it’s great to be out here,”
Campbell said. “One of my biggest
highlights has been seeing the dif-
ferent members of our chapters in
attendance and getting to interact
with them. Being National FFA
Week, it’s great to get to see so
many different members from so
many different schools. The fact
that this is being held at Cat makes
it a unique opportunity.”
   For Sarah Farnsworth, the FFA
advisor at Ottawa Township High
School, visiting the Pontiac facility
was a positive first-time experi-
ence. Although the Ottawa stu-

dents had a roughly 40-minute
jaunt to attend, she said it was
worth it.
   “It’s a very interesting facility
and I think the kids are getting a
lot out of it,” she said. “I think the
students need this career explo-
ration and that there are so many
different career opportunities in
the agriculture industry.
   “A lot of times, kids only know
what their parents or their rela-
tives do, they don’t realize all of the
other opportunities out there. I
have a lot of younger students with
me, so I hope this will spark some
interest in the careers they could
look into. I hope some of them will
look into how they can use the
classes in our curriculum to get
them there.”
   Advisor Christina Bissey, of the
Lexington FFA chapter, said her
chapter has previously toured

See ‘TOUR’ Page A6

   SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — Tens of thou-
sands of state government workers have sanc-
tioned a strike against Gov. Bruce Rauner and
his contract terms, union officials said Thurs-
day, kicking a two-year dispute into an un-
precedented higher gear.
   Members of the American Federation of
State, County and Municipal Employees Coun-
cil 31 voted to authorize the union’s executive
committee to call a walkout “if no other path
forward can be found,” executive director
Roberta Lynch said at a news conference.
   “We have come to this juncture today for one
reason and one reason only: The refusal by
Gov. Rauner to negotiate with our union,”
Lynch said. “Our members are more than will-
ing to work to find a compromise with the gov-
ernor, but we won’t just roll over.”
   Lynch said 81 percent of those voting at more
than 200 worksites statewide favor walking if
necessary. She said turnout was about 80 per-
cent of the union’s 38,000 members.
   It is the first such vote in 40 years of state-
employee collective bargaining. Rauner, a Re-
publican, said AFSCME’s actions are unfairly
hurting taxpayers and Illinois’ workforce is the
highest paid in America.
   “Every day that goes by that we’re not imple-
menting our contract is well over $2 million in
extra costs to our taxpayers,” Rauner told re-
porters at the Capitol. “It’s hurting taxpayers.
It’s not fair.”
   A strike could paralyze state government
amid a nearly two-year budget deadlock be-
tween the first-term governor and Democrats
who control the General Assembly. Lynch said
officers who provide security at state prisons
and juvenile detention centers would be re-
quired to report to work. That’s a little less than
one-third of AFSCME membership.
   AFSCME officials said the executive com-
mittee would meet again soon. But Lynch said
the union is still focused on re-engaging the
Rauner administration in bargaining.

AFSCME
OKs strike
over contract
dispute

BROKEN NEGOTIATIONS
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Devin Laible, vice president of the Lexington FFA chap-
ter, works with his team on a leadership building exer-
cise. The goal was to see who could make the tallest
structure using balloons and tape. LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY
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LuAnn Sutter and her husband, Paul, were all smiles after the latter was tapped Thursday
as the Chamber of Commerce's Agribusiness Person of the Year. JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER
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Attorney general
convenes summit
on Trump orders

CHICAGO (AP) — Illi-
nois Attorney General
Lisa Madigan has con-
vened legal and civil
rights organizations in
the wake of what she calls
"troubling" executive or-
ders issued by President
Donald Trump.

Groups attending
Thursday’s summit in-
clude Arab American
Family Services, the
Chicago Urban League
and Lambda Legal.
Group leaders say they
fear escalating hate
crimes.

Madigan says orders
dealing with immigration
threaten America’s "his-
tory of inclusion and di-
versity." She says that
includes a temporary ban
on travel from seven pre-
dominantly-Muslim
countries. The four-term
Democrat supported law-
suits against the ban. The
ban was blocked in court,
but Trump says he’s revis-
ing it.

On Thursday, Madigan
condemned the Trump
administration’s rollback
of public school bathroom
requirements for trans-
gender students.

Madigan says she backs
a proposal that will
strengthen Illinois’ hate
crime laws .

Sessions: U.S. to
continue use of
privately run
prisons

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Attorney General Jeff
Sessions signaled Thurs-
day his strong support for
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SPIRES MAKING TRIP
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Today — A 40 percent chance of
showers and thunderstorms. High
near 64. Breezy, with a south wind 14
to 20 mph. 

Tonight — A chance of snow after
midnight. Low around 26. Breezy, with
a west wind 17 to 20 mph.

Saturday — A 30 percent chance of snow before noon,
then gradually becoming mostly sunny, with a high
near 33. Low in the lower 20s. Wind  west northwest 15
to 20 mph.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR
WELLNESS CLINICS
BEING TAKEN

FFA chapters take tour of Pontiac Cat facility
NATIONAL FFA WEEK
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