
DDear Annie: My wife
and I have been together
for 30 years. The first 22
years of our marriage, I
was drunk every weekend
and some weeknights. I’m
not proud of the things I
did and said. I’m not happy
about all the quality time
I missed out on with our
children, who are now
grown and out of the
house. But I can’t undo
what’s been done, and
dwelling on the shame
only leads me to the dark
place that makes me want
to drink. So I try to focus
on the positive. I thank
the Lord for the second
chance he’s given me. I
look to the future.

The problem is that my
wife seems not to have got-
ten over the ways I
wronged her in the past.
Even though I haven’t had
a drink in eight years
(thanks to Alcoholics
Anonymous), I can tell
she’s still always waiting
for the other shoe to drop.
She frequently nags me to
go to AA meetings. Some-
times she brings up past
events and tries to tell me
how much they hurt her.
I’ve already felt horrible
about it; I don’t need her
to remind me. I wish she
would stop holding it

against me. I messed up,
but I’m trying to make it
right.

I guess I’m not really
sure what my question is,
but I’m just looking for
help erasing the stain al-
cohol has left on my mar-
riage. Would appreciate
your thoughts. — Saved
by Sobriety

Dear Saved: Alcoholism
is a family disease. It im-
pacts every member of the
household. Although you
are recovering, your wife
is not. Please encourage
her to attend an Al-Anon
meeting, where she can
hear from others who have
learned how to stop “wait-
ing for the other shoe to
drop.” You might also both
benefit from marriage
counseling, which would

offer a neutral space to air
your feelings and move to-
ward understanding. I
commend you on your
years of sobriety and wish
you many more.

Dear Annie: This is in
response to “Still Interest-
ed” and anyone else who
has the problem of having
a wife who has lost interest
in sex. As a wife of 40
years, I had the same prob-
lem after my hysterectomy
and going through
menopause. I couldn’t tell
my husband that it was
very painful to have inter-
course. I avoided any type
of affection for this reason.
I was too embarrassed to
talk about something so
personal.

I finally got up the nerve
to tell my doctor. She said
this is very common and
prescribed a medicine to
help. What a difference! I
can’t believe I went 15
years before I said any-
thing. My husband is
much happier. Please,
women who are going
through this: Talk to your
husband and doctor. — A
Happy Wife

Dear Happy: Thank you
for opening up about your
experience. It’s yet another
testament to the impor-
tance of communication

in having a healthy sex
life. If your letter encour-
ages even one woman out
there to talk to her doctor
or open up to her husband,
it’s worth its word count
in gold.
Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com. For
more about Annie Lane
and other Creators Syn-
dicate columnists and
cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate web-
site at
www.creators.com.

pontiacdailyleader.com   THURSDAY, May 18, 2017 A3

Lifestyle PUBLIC RECORD
POLICE BRIEFS covering accidents, arrests, associate court
news, court cases and fire department calls are information
the Daily Leader receives from the respective agencies.
The Daily Leader also welcomes reader-submitted items such
as club meetings, students in college and family reunions.
ITEMS WITH PHOTOGRAPHS are also welcome. Items may
be emailed to the Daily Leader at ldrnews@mchsi.com or may
be faxed to 815-842-4388.

Barbara J. Winterland
FAIRBURY — Barbara J. Winterland, 87, of Fair-

bury, died at 3:10 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2016, at
OSF St. James-John W. Albrecht Medical Center,
Pontiac.

A celebration of life will be held from 2 to 5 p.m.
Sunday at Indian Creek Country Club, Fairbury.

Duffy-Pils Memorial Home, Fairbury, has charge of
arrangements.

Barbara was born June 19, 1929, in Fairbury, to An-
drew and Edith (VanAlstyne) Steidinger. She married
N.E. “Hap” DeFries. They divorced and she later mar-
ried Glenn Winterland on Dec. 27, 1991. He preceded
her in death June 9, 2011.

She is survived by her children, Paul (Mary) De-
Fries, Jon (Brenda) DeFries, Alan (Peggy) DeFries, all
of Fairbury, and Maggie (George) Miller of New Kent,
Va.; six grandchildren and five grat-grandchildren.

Memorial contributions may be directed to Dominy
Memorial Library, Fairbury, or the Salvation Army.

Ray Shoemaker
Ray Shoemaker, 86, of Pontiac, died at 5:30 a.m.

Wednesday, May 17, 2017, at Tjardes Health Care
Center at Evenglow Lodge.

His funeral will be at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, Pontiac, with Father William
Keebler officiating. Entombment will
be in Memorial Park Cemetery, rural
Pontiac. Friends may call from 5 to 7
p.m. Friday at Calvert & Martin Fu-
neral Home, Pontiac, with the rosary
being recited at 4:30 p.m.

Ray was born March 1, 1931, in
Chicago, a son of Clarence and Mil-
dred (Turpin) Shoemaker. He married Aileen
Gschwendtner on Sept. 9, 1950, in Pontiac. She pre-
ceded him in death on March 21, 2012.

Survivors include two daughters, Teri Hock of
Lisle and Kim Farrell of O’Fallon, Mo.; one son,
Doug Shoemaker of Pontiac; eight grandchildren,
Dacia (PJ) Feit, Van Hock, Mandy Farrell, Kristina
Farrell, Kari (Steve) Dietiker, Kodi Shoemaker,
Kylie Shoemaker and Ryan Shoemaker; 11 great-
grandchildren, Adi Hock, Alex Feit, Connor Feit,
Addisyn Wheeler, Paige Carter, Jackson Carter,
Calvin Kirchoff, Gabe Kirchoff, Payton Dietiker,
Brooke Dietiker and Zoey McCue; two brothers,
Chuck and David Shoemaker, both of Bloomington;
and one brother-in-law, Darel Zook of Blooming-
ton.

He was preceded in death by one sister, Connie;
and three brothers, Don, Jerry and Kenny.

Ray was educated in Pontiac schools. He was a
sales manager for commercial lawn equipment for
Cushman-Ransom and Ryan Company and had
been employed at Roof Manufacturing. He was a
member of the Illinois National Guard and was a
deputy for Livingston County Sheriff’s Department.
He was a member of St. Mary’s Church, Pontiac.

Memorials in Ray’s name may be made to Even-
glow Lodge.

Online condolences may be left at www.calvert-
memorial.com.

Mr. Ray
Shoemaker
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Justin M. Peters
FAIRBURY — Justin Michael Peters, 32, of

Minier and formerly of Fairbury, died at 10:26 a.m.
Friday, May 12, 2017, at OSF St. Francis Medical
Center, Peoria.

A celebration of life service will be held Saturday
at First Presbyterian Church, Fairbury, starting with
greetings with family at 9 a.m. followed by a service
at 11 a.m. A lunch will follow after services have
been completed.

Duffy-Pils Memorial Home, Fairbury, has charge
of arrangements.

Justin was born Aug. 7, 1984, in Bloomington, a
son of Ron W. and Lori L. (Seymour) Peters. They
survive in Fairbury.

Other survivors include his daughter, Addi; his
girlfriend, Danielle Fozard of Forsyth; two brothers,
Corey Peters of Urbana and Jeremy Peters of Fair-
bury; and his maternal grandparents, Bill and Ros-
alie Seymour of Atlanta.

Memorials may be left to the Justin Peters Memo-
rial Fund.

Online condolences may be left at www.duffyp-
ilsmemorialhome.com.

Wife needs to know other shoe isn’t dropping

Michael E. Lindley Sr.
CHILLICOTHE — Michael E. Lindley Sr., 59, of

Chillicothe, formerly of Minonk, died Monday, May
15, at his residence.

A celebration of life will be held at 3 p.m. Friday
at the Chillicothe American Legion. Cremation rites
will be accorded.

Calvert-Johnson & Froelich Memorial Home, Mi-
nonk, has charge of arrangements.

Michael was born Dec. 19, 1957, in Pontiac, the
son of Kenneth and Sharon (Deyo) Lindley. They
survive in Minonk.

He is also survived by three children, Michael
(Kathy) Lindley Jr. and Angie (Matt) Weaver, both
of Pontiac, and Jessica (Matt) Ward of Blooming-
ton; nine grandchildren; his siblings, Zoe Small,
Wadsworth, Ohio, Jeffery (Cheryl) Lindley, Phelan,
Calif., Kevin (Linda) Lindley, Minonk, Renee (John)
Harris, Mattoon, Denise (Mike) Robinson, Akron,
Ohio and Neal (Shannon) Lindley, Vallejo, Calif.

Michael served in the U.S. Navy.
Memorial contributions may be made to PAWS.
Online condolences may be left at www.calvert-

memorial.com.

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES

Annie Lane

Dear Annie

Assembly was held in 1929. Today,
only the name Chautauqua Park re-
mains, a reminder of what the park
once was and the excitement and
learning that was encompassed by
the Vermilion River.

As a side note, a few firsts for
Pontiac’s Chautauqua Assemblies
include:

• The first motion picture shown
in Pontiac happened at the park.

• People stood in line for hours
into the late night to view the surface
of the moon through the lens of the
first powerful telescope to come Pon-
tiac.

• The creation of a local dramatic
group that produced for the Chau-
tauqua audiences served as the fore-
runner of the current local theater
troupe, The Vermillion Players.

• The Pontiac Military Band, com-

prised of local musicians, was the
model for the current Pontiac Mu-
nicipal Band.

Before the program, a lunch was
served by the program committee,
which consisted of Williams, Barb
Cushing, Unzicker and Shari Van-
Hovelin.

The next meeting will be Monday,
Sept. 11 and the club will enjoy a
trolley tour by Dave Sullivan, which
will consist of a tour of the historic
buildings in Pontiac.

CLUB
Continued from Page A2

Ribbon cutting

LACC awards

The Pontiac Area Chamber of Commerce recently
held a ribbon cutting for Shampooch, located at 512
N. Locust St. in Pontiac.  PHOTO PROVIDED

In top photo, at the LACC Awards Night, the Iron Pigs
Motorcycle Club awarded a scholarship to Tyler Mon-
ahan, an LACC Law Enforcement student, so he may
continue his education in a service-related field.
From left is Jerry Newkirk, Mike Wittenberg, Tyler
Monahan and Kevin Casteel. In bottom photo, the
Casey J. Kohlmeier Memorial Scholarship was
awarded to Allison Hodgson at the LACC Awards
Night. This scholarship honors the memory of Casey
J. Kohlmeier, a former LACC Law Enforcement stu-
dent and Pontiac Police Officer who died in the line
of duty. From left is Leslie Allappattu, from the schol-
arship committee, Allison Hodgson, LACC Law stu-
dent and Jack Bristow, LACC Law Enforcement
instructor.  PHOTOS PROVIDED

IN COLLEGE

LEBANON — Brandon Zehr, Pontiac, graduated
from McKendree University with a BS degree in exercise
science and sports performance. The university held
its 177th commencement exercises on May 13.

McKendree University

More obituaries on Page A6

The Livingston Area
Education for Employ-
ment Board of Control
meeting for the month of
May will be held at 8:30

a.m. Monday at the Liv-
ingston County Special
Services office, 920 Custer
Ave., Suite A, Pontiac.

Special services office
to host monthly meet
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