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   The Pontiac Area Chamber of Commerce
feted its persons of the year award winners at
its annual banquet Thursday evening. After
being introduced by the previous honorees,
Agri-Business Person of the Year Paul Sutter
and Business Person of the Year Marlon Eilts
both gave brief speeches on what their prizes
meant to them. 
   Sutter was introduced by last year's Agri-
Business Person of the Year Cindy Kridner.
Kridner revealed some background informa-
tion on Sutter, who was raised on a farm with
cattle, hogs and chickens, and began working
at Edwards Soil Service in Fairbury while he
was in high school. The previous agribusi-
ness POTY offered insight into Sutter's pas-

times, and also praised him for his commu-
nity involvement.
   “One thing that is said about Paul is that he
is very community conscious and supports
local functions as they arise,” she said. “He is
a member of the First United Methodist
Church in Fairbury, the Arrowhead Lodge
and is on the Indian Grove Planning Com-
mission. Paul enjoys boating and fishing in
Canada every year. In talking with some of
his family, they are so proud of this accom-
plishment.”
   Sutter's erstwhile place of employment,
Edwards Soil Service, was owned by the late
Bill Edwards, whose name was lent to the
Bill Edwards Agri-Business Person of the
Year award. 
   This detail was expanded upon by Sutter
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   An unplanned pregnancy may over-
whelm a first-time mother, but a Pontiac
agency is hoping to allay some of their
fears with the help of new equipment.
   The Hope Pregnancy Center further
its mission to educate first-time mothers
of the community on the changes in their
body and the process of pregnancy. 
   About 10 months ago, the pregnancy
center acquired a new tool to aid in their
goals, an ultrasound machine. Essen-
tially, the machine uses sound waves to
create a picture of how a baby is devel-
oping in the womb. It is also used to
check the female pelvic organs during
pregnancy.
   "Since last November, we've been pro-
ducing ultrasound for models, they
aren't actually medical patients, because
they are pregnant and already have a
doctor. So, they sign a release form and
it's more of a favor to us, to give us prac-
tice," Sauder said. 

   "That is something we are going to
continue to do, even after we open med-
ically. Best practice, for our sonographer,
Rita Metz, and myself, is to do at least
three to five ultrasounds every week, just
to keep our skills up."
   Although the initial purchasing price
of the ultrasound machine was signifi-
cant, Sauder said there won't be many
reoccurring costs, other than replenish-
ing the paper supply and ultrasound gel.
The most expensive parts on the ma-
chine are the probes, but Sauder said a
warranty is in place to cover them in the
event of an accident.
   "The basics of how the machine works
is the same, but with the advancements
in medical technology, we can perform
an ultrasound earlier than ever," Sauder
said. "We can detect a heartbeat almost
a week earlier than before."
   Sauder said the importance of being
able to show newly pregnant mothers a
picture of their child as early as possible
is because they are trying to educate
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   WASHINGTON (AP) — Republican lead-
ers drove their long-promised legislation to
dismantle Barack Obama's health care law
over its first big hurdles in the House on
Thursday, claiming fresh momentum despite
cries of protest from right, left and center.
   After grueling all-night sessions, the En-
ergy and Commerce and Ways and Means
committees both approved their portions of
the bill along party-line votes. The legislation,
strongly supported by President Donald
Trump, would eliminate the unpopular tax
penalties for the uninsured under the Afford-
able Care Act, replacing Obama's law with a
conservative blueprint likely to cover far
fewer people but — Republicans hope — in-
crease choice.
   The vote in Ways and Means came before
dawn, while the Energy and Commerce meet-
ing lasted past 27 hours as exhausted law-
makers groped for coffee refills, clean shirts
and showers.
   Angry Democrats protested that Republi-
cans were acting in the dead of night to rip in-
surance coverage from poor Americans. But
Republican leaders sounded increasingly
confident that, after seven years of empty
promises about undoing Obama's law, they
might finally be able to overcome their own
deep divisions and deliver a bill to Trump to
sign.
   "This is the closest we will ever get to re-
pealing and replacing Obamacare," Speaker
Paul Ryan of Wisconsin said at a press brief-
ing where he arrived in shirt-sleeves to deliver
a wonky power-point presentation on the
GOP bill, part TED Talk and part "School-
house Rock."
   "The time is here. The time is now. This is
the moment. And this is the closest this will
ever happen," Ryan said.
   Leaders are aiming for passage by the full
House in the next couple of weeks, and from
there the legislation would go to the Senate
and, they hope, on to Trump's desk. The pres-
ident has promised to sign it, declaring over
Twitter on Thursday, "We are talking to many
groups and it will end in a beautiful picture!"
   Yet at the same time the president is leaving
himself a political out, privately telling con-
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Hope Pregnancy Center Nurse Manager Margie Sauder works the center's new
ultrasound machine.  LUKE SMUCKER/DAILY LEADER
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Marlon Eilts smiles while addressing the crowd for his Pontiac Area Chamber of Com-
merce Business Person of the Year honor Thursday evening.  JOY BUTLER/DAILY LEADER

Official's pay
was tied to
health fund 

SPRINGFIELD (AP) —
Illinois Gov. Bruce
Rauner's administration
had arranged to pay a
new deputy governor out
of an employee health
care account that is more
than $4 billion behind on
its bills due to the state's
budget crisis, according
to documents obtained by
The Associated Press.

After the AP reported
Thursday that half of
Leslie Munger's
$138,000 salary was
scheduled to come from a
pool of insurance premi-
ums, a spokeswoman for
the governor said an
agency "mistakenly" des-
ignated the wrong fund
and that Munger's pay
would come from else-
where.

Munger, Rauner's hand-
picked choice to fill a va-
cancy in the comptroller's
office in 2015, landed the
position with her political
ally after losing a special
election.

Rauner's spokeswoman,
Catherine Kelly, told the
AP Wednesday that
Munger's salary would
"not impact state em-
ployee health insurance
payments or service
providers." She declined
to elaborate Wednesday,
and the office didn't pro-
vide more details on
Munger's salary until
Thursday evening, after
the AP published its
story.

Munger did not return a
message left by the AP at
her office.

Rauner, a conservative
businessman who ran on
a platform of government
transparency, has a his-
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Today — Sunny, with a high near 33.
North northwest wind 10 to 15 mph,
with gusts as high as 25 mph. 

Tonight — Increasing clouds, with a
low around 17. North wind 5 to 10
mph. 

Saturday — A 20 percent chance of snow before noon.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 30. Wind at 5 mph.
Partly cloudy in the evening, with a low around 16.

Sunday — Mostly sunny, with a high near 35. In the
evening, snow likely, mainly after midnight. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 23.
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